Land (_)_f __

Memories
Ghmpsws of old

Ranchqs Sumve

;2” '

‘efore the Gold Rush, Ca]i-

fornia was a backwater. In'|
11830, only 4,000 to. 5,000
people—not mcludmg

the fenceless- -countryside, and the -
Mexican government paid little at--
tention . to record, keeping .and |
boundaries: when it .granted laxge
parcels of land to a few. lucky men.

The land grants were the basis of
modern . Orange. County history. |
While' our. lives may not seem
connected to those settlers of 150
“or more years ago, we are still tied /|
to the past by words and memo--
ries—and’ by " four ' artifacts- that |,
have survived the deveiopment of
the ongmal ranchos.”

Amid“'modern- day housmg r

tracts, you/can:find ewdence that.
hxstory isclose at hand. ' i

RANGHO SAN IOAQI.IIN i
What 'is/ now the Rancho' Sanq

Joaguiniigolf course! on: the San |
Diego Creek: iniIrvine was, for |

| Sepulveda sold the rancho's 50, 000
cres to James
;artners for $18 000.5"3
vine owned 11000(_) _acres

un- /
baptlzed Indians—lived in the
state. Cattle wandered free across |

more than'100 years, a hub of cattle:
and sheep' ranching. The marshy-
land north of the Newport: Back |

Bay stretched: all the way:to Red |
Hﬂl in Tustin; in fact; the land was '

swampy* .enough that; .wagons had -
to avoid| it by.swinging further-
north, according: Irvme archeolo-.
‘gist Stephen O'Neil.:|; {1

Rancho San Joaqum had ong1-
nally been gn;anted to Jose Andres

Sepulveda, a dandyish rancher =

who thrived on horse racing and
gambling At.some point Sepulve-,
da, whose hac.tenda .stood near

what is now First Street and the .
Santa Ana, River; built the adobe.
on the creek site as an outpost for.
his riders.

TIrvine Sr. and
391?63;

mﬂ&%% s\eep

It asn'tuntilb 1
ed tht foundation fmﬁf . Rancho -
| San'Joaquin golf course clubhouse
" and dlscovered a wall that anyone
reahzed that part of the adobe’still
existed, The site has been ienced
in, but ‘the remains ‘were covered
over | to. _protect ‘them, and nomip_g
| is visible within the enclosu::e 2N
The: headquarte;s ‘that Irvine'
i bmlt ‘has been ‘tumed mto ﬂy

lr\nne I-hstorical Museum. IL‘iwas
‘only' 'quite recenuy.un’l%s that
“the 'Rancho San Joaquin' conda-
_ miniums were begun on'the’ sif,e A
1964 ‘photo in the museum"'shows
cowhands and cattle’ clustered'n ear.
/the 'building, with' the sand'traps
"'and greens of the new golf co ”'urse
' visible in the background,

Fradaadi,

CANON DE SAHTA‘"MAW*' |

granted the Rancho San
Santa’ Ana in 1810. This
only Spanish grant ‘in
‘County, acco::ging to

; ifu'l»e
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-Z rt.a Ana; 13,328 acres. of land by: the I
- Mexican' governor: }ﬁ{orba"eventu-e!(
'Jally came s0°land-rich-that‘he
}could ride ‘all'day on’ horseback in i
any on without 1eavinghi's‘="
1 et ] ';p tY) '}"l -l"l 3" L]
i Bei !

H

yond the development
‘of his great estate; he had 21"

hildren by three wives. ‘When he

\died in 1858 he was buried in Los

| Angeles; but late:u his | bodynwas»
umedrto ; :




was supposed to have been wear-
ing a pink formal gown. A ghost
known as the Pink Lady is reputed
to-appear as a pink mist over her
grave., Orange County historian
Pamela Hallan-Gibson says the
‘tale has it that the Pink Lady
appears: in June in every even-
numbered year.

RANCHO TRABUCO

Trabuco was the term for a
Spanish musket, and Rancho Tra-
buco earned its name when a
member of Gaspar de Portola’s
expeditionary force lost his musket
in the area in 1769.

The 'original Rancho Trabuco
grant of about 7,000 acres went to
Santiago Arguello in 1841, Two
years later the land was purchased
by John Forster, and an additional
‘grant to Forster brought the total
to 22,000 acres.

Today, the ruins of a shepherd’s
adobe above the Arroyo Trabuco
are the most visible remains of the
rancho years. The adobe lies to-
ward the southern end of the long
spine of O'Neill Park, and it takes
20 minutes for Orange County Park
Ranger Scott Smith to reach itina

four-wheel-drive truck on dirt
roads.

A stone memorial marking the
adobe site is lost in the tall weeds,
and the remains of the adobe are
sealed up in a wooden shed that
appears much smaller than the
adobe remains shown in a pho-
tograph from the 1930s.

Despite the long ride to the sn,e
through the park, the adobe ruins

are only a couple of hundred feet

away from new homes in Rancho
Santa Margarita, which will be a
community of 40,000 people within
a decade. In the far distance, across

the arroyo, more homes are ap-

pearing on the hﬂlmdes in Mission
Viejo.

RANCHO BOCA
DE LA PLAYA

The Rancho Boca de la Playa
was granted to Emigdio Vejar in
1846. Vejar moved into an adobe
that is believed to have been a
hidden storage house for the San

Juan Capistrano mission, according
to Hallan-Gibson. In 1869, Juan ' _

Avila, the grantee for Rancho .
Niguel, bought the property from

Vejar. o

'1'1

A tragic love story is told aboq;
Juan Avuas daughter Rosa, who
was married to Pablo Pryor. It“u'ﬁs
Rosa Avila Pryors habit each
morning_to serve her husband»a.
drink made of milk and eggs,and,
sugar. One morning in 1878, she
took the drink to him while he lay
in bed. When he tasted it, he
complained that it tasted bad. Rosa
tried it, just as Pablo realized the
drink had been poisoned With:
strychnine, which was used to kﬂl
squirrels. =

Rosa's family was able to savé
her, but Pablo Pryor died at age 33.
Rosa dressed in black for the rest
of her life, and she and her six
children lived with her father, ...

Some years later, an Indian em-
ployee of Pablo Pryor’s wrote: to

. Rosa and admitted that he had

poisoned the couple: * =t
Today, the adobe is a pn !
residence owned by a descent t

I <’of the Pryors, according to; I-I,al-
" lan-Gibson. It is bordered by ,5»

mobue home park and a Price Club.
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LIVING ON A LAND GRANT







