UNTINGTON BEACH—A little girl -
shrieked happily as she rode her tncycle

k

sparkling clean, verdant new park.. _
- Laughter matched the sunny weather, wluch b =
bathed the freshly painted stucco apartment bmldmgs
in warm earth tones. Recently planted flowers -
bloomed in sidewalk planters; new amberleaf trees
showed buds soon to become springtime leaves.

F

"~ The scene Tuesday afternoon could have been ; any -2

“well-kept, middle-class street in Orange County. But
the name on the street sign said “Commodore Circle,” —

and for years in Huntington Beach, that name was.
synonymous with “slum.”

_down anew, freshly paved sidewalk. At the -3
. end of the street other children played ina -

asmeis wiay WLUVAELL
siuewalks and a small public oul.door area that mainly’

consisted of debris and a swimming pool fullof = %
stagnant water. Yards had no grass, biit much Junk. 5

- Rats and cockroaches infested the living quarters. -

“Commodore Circle was the worst block in L}us .

~ entire city,” Mayor Thomas J. Mays saidinan -

interview Tuesday, “It had the worst crime rate. *
Everything was going on there, including drug

- dealing. But the changes that have taken place have -
. now made this a real grear. neaghbarhood. Ithinkit’s -

 definitely a success story.”

... The changes were generated by a five- year. ;

,Q.\ . _¢ .
$1.2-million rehabilitation project. The last .- PN
improvement to the cul-de-sac was compleuon last
week of the park at the end of Commodore Circle,
furmer site of the unusable swimming pool.

Please see STREET, B12
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SA.NTA ANA«—A gmup of parent,s seekm
ciosmg of Fountain Valley Elementary Schoolghal: ?&gd stxl:itt!
. against the school district, alleging that its Board ef
. Trustees voted to close the school mthout a proper
en‘}rgm;‘m;ental Eué)pact stugiro
! e Future Education tectmn Co t
- about 40 parents from the district oppg;gt o group Of
seeks a permanent injunction to halt the
school at 17911 Bushard St. They argue
.. decision: was made without proper consideration of the

 safety of t.he puplls and the uupact n would have on other
- schools, -

District of:ﬁc:als "chdn t hsten to an thm an
said Candace Doyle, the commitiee' yihing and anybody,
two children at the school.

The suit was filed here Monday

closing of ‘the

in Oran e ;
Supenor Court, anda hearmg has yet to be schedguleg.oumy

Please see CLOSI'NG,
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A Smger of the County S Pralses Is Waltlng for a Call

phone is ringing, again.

“] think God meant for us to meet 3

Arnnie Stevens says through the
receiver, “I didn’t think I'd get you.”

This guy's got a perky voice, I m
thinking. A little too perky. .-

Then he says he's 62 years old but he
‘eels 40 years younger. He says he's been
jone all day, just got home and read my
'olumn about the paltry pickings fora

I t s late F‘nday evening and t.he s

KLEIN

stars abové‘

Take your choice to live

Fullertoge™

Disneyland’s a ball
Angels, Rams and all

Fountain Va&ey‘ C'ossa Mesa >

Newport Beach or Stmta Ana, Omnge, ;

Sadma seas of blue, Orange Coun.ty’s for'lv‘

~ QOrange County, Orange Countys for you.
I'm speechless, but 'm smiling, 7 -
Arnnie’s melody isn’t easy to forget. '
“So whataya think?"” he says. “It's

catchy, isn't it? That other song you - .‘ IR AN *'._

wrote about, nobody’s gonna remembei- ‘
those lyrics. These, you remember,” =~

- Sowe talk a little more. Arnnie the -
" singer and songwriter laments the state”

to the closing,

8 treasu:er. who has

ong about Orange County. He says he's
roing to make us both feel a lot better..
“Can I have 2% minutes, just 2%
ainutes of your time?”’ he asks me.
Itell Arnnie to go ahead. Then without
1issing a beat, he bursts into song. .
Welcome one und aﬂ s s

miss

Glad you came tocall

Orange County is one p-’aceyou can't
Lots of thmgs to do

Entertainment, too

Work and play with love, blue skies,

in imitation of the missing orchestra:
Bump, bump, bump, bump, bummmp,
Lo-da-da-da-dummm. Bump, bump,
bump, bump, bummmp. -
La-da-da-da-dummm.
Then the chorus:

choice to live .
And the closmg t.ag Ora»gre County,

’l‘hen Arnnie’s vmce starts percolating

Founain Valley, Costa Mm, Take your :

ofthe music industry today. He sayshe ': 1

was watching the Grammy Awards the .~ |
other night and he couldn’t believeit. He " - |
felt like he was from another planet. Who - |°
arethese people, he wants to know. =
That's music? -

Then he gives me a few fascinating
insghts about his personal life—*] went

to hgh schoojgith Herb Alpert’s older .
Plem see KLEIN 312
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. "“Well, I went to Hawau and
~wrote ‘Paradise in Hawaii.’ ] went

to Carmel and I wrote ‘Carmel-by- ¢
the-Sea.’

brother. 1 wish it :
 but whataya gonna d
‘he thmks i

and there is so much out here!
Disneyland, the Performing Arts
Center, South Céast Plaza, F‘asmon
,Island. I'm saying, ‘a lot of people
‘probably don’t know that." 1
thought this would put Orange
County on the map, musically
speaking.”
~ But Arnnie concedes he's still
_got a ways to go. He's waiting to
“hear back from the mayors of
Fountain Valley and Huntington
mble rather nicely. - Beach. He’s hoping to perform his
fn with gray roots, 8. song in front of the city councils.
nodified pompadour, &= He says two local high school band
t out bran muffins & "leaders have asked him for sheet

the other mo
. at his homé in F

ind cream—slacks,
erned pullover—with
dmmond ring that -

s “Los Angeles,” a big. band
gement recorded by singer

it weekend, he says, while
a local harbor cruise ship he
ge County” for the

ted my music, they won't be able_]
resist. I thinkit's time to come back

- to sanity, ta

. Then out here, I'm
saying, “What a wide-open area”™

“stage, wear a suit! Get dressed'

feel a little better, I think.” . == 4
" nie walks meout to my car, He'sall

"They go on stage, bare-chested,

‘more of his songs, with feeling.

Call

thmg is gmg to make it happen,

" Call it God’smiracle, a dream in
‘mind. But I think when people hear
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to good music. There’s aj- -
lace for this. Absalutely. . .. &

3 “When [ think of all the meédio-

cre talent meking millions, I think

there is 'something very wrong.

and scream. That's talent? Get on

Look human!” yra
Then Arnnie sings me a few

. MIEE

“It just makes you feel that it's ly4in
great to be alive, doesn’t it?” he }.c.
says. “Give aperson a downbeat, a . ”
few notes and it just makes them

“It's time to take my leave Arns |

3*‘9

* smiles, with 2 bounce in his step.- 33

'hasntlt""hesays i

“*“This has been qmte a da

~It's 11 am, but I'm th'
Arnnie is right.

':t‘
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engers, and one of them, .Bump, bump, bump, bump e
broker, was so im- bummmp La—da da-da- dummm ¥
!heaskedforatapeto |
ents and friends. ‘I can't get "Orange Coumy out
reak, however, still of my mind. 2 AT ;«:E -
€. Arsenio Hall and ; o
et him once in a Dianne Klein's column appears §
d Hills; he would Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. ,;: ..
“““_‘e“ t 8olen  Readers may reach Klein by writing ol
: to her at The Times Orange County
3 , is a sprlng.. Edition, 1375 Sunflower Ave., Costa FAR
' Arnnie  Mesa, Calif. 92626, or mb!mg ( 7)'4) Rick
. Some.  966-7406. BT
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