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Poll also shows
52% back cleanup
regardless of cost
By Alina Tugend
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Monday afternoon, Steve Andersen
‘ubserved that smog seemed to be
'getting worse in Orange County
and said he wants to do his part to
iclean it up.
i “People notice smog, but they
idon’t want to do a whole ot about
it," said Andersen, 24, a construc-
\tion worker from Orange. *‘They
iwant to leave it up to someone
lelse." :
1 But when asked if he would vol-
‘untarily give up his gas-powered
lawn mower, Andersen hesitated.
t “Icould if I had to,"” he said. “'I
iwouldn't want to. It's hard to push
iaround those hand ones,"
| Andersen’s ambivalence typifies
‘that of Orange County residents in
ithe quality-of-life survey. Most
iview .smog as a major problem;
\few are willing to change their life-
!styles to reduce it.
! In the 1989 Orange County Annu-
1al Survey conducted by the Univer-
!sity of California, Irvine, 72 per-
‘cent of the 1,085 residents ques-
' tioned agreed that air pollution is a
i big problem in Southern Califor-
inia, and 52 percent support clean-
1ing up the air at any cost.
! But only 36 percent favor a ban
1on gas-powered lawn mowers and
tonly 39 percent think imposing
| parking fees is a good idea. Both
' proposals ‘are part of the South
Coast Air Quality Management
District’s sweeping 20-year region-
al anti-smog plan.

And although more than half —
62 percent — prefer a regional
-agency to a county agency for

managing air-quality issues, 58
percent of those surveyed said they
were not at all familiar with the
district’s controversial plan to
clean up smog in Los Angeles ba-

sin.

*I think as a general reaction,
people like to do what they like to
do in the way they like to do it, ™
said Henry Wedaa, an air-quality
board member and mayor of
Yorba Linda.

Wedaa added that he was disap-
pointed by the apparent lack of
public awareness of the smog plan.
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A car's emissions are tested at a Smog Check station at a Shell gas
station on Edinger Avenue in Santa Ana. d

Dorothy Roberts, 73, a crosswalk
guard in Santa Ana, said she is one
of those who know nothing about
the plan. .

“If T heard about it, [ haven't
paid any attention,” she said. And
although she supported the concept
of reducing air pollution, she said,
“I don't know how a person could
change their life.”

This year marks the first time
specific questions about air pollu-
tion were put to Orange County res-
idents as part of the survey. Mark
Baldassare, the UCI social-ecology
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72% say smog is a major problem

professor who conducted the sur-
vey, said they were included be-
cause environmental issues are
gaining increased attention locally
and worldwide. .

“(Soviet President Mikhail)
Gorbachev and (President) Bush
were busy talking about it at the
(Malta) summit meetings," Bal-
dassare said. “We had a big oil
spill in Alaska. We have continuing
concerns about burning forests in
the Amazon. We have concerns
about the hole in the ozone layer
above Antartica. And close to
home, we have this continuing
problem of air pollution.™

The survey did find that more
than 70 percent of the people ques-
tioned strongly favor or somewhat
favor restrictions that would affect
businesses, such as encouraging
ride-sharing, requiring a balance
of jobs to housing and banning
commercial use of chlorofluore-
carbons.

Higher-income groups were
more opposed to parking fees and
clean-fuel requirements, while
lower-income groups more strong-
ly opposed banning aerosol sprays
and encouraging ride-sharing, the
survey found.

And in a county that traditionally
fears perceived controls on eco-
nomic growth, only 17 percent be-
lieve the efforts to improve air
quality will hurt the Orange Coun-
ty economy.

0. Clifton Taylor, acting director
of the Statewide Air Pollution Re-
search Center at UC Riverside,
said he is not surprised by the find-
ings.

“If you just ask people what
they'd be willing to give up in life to
have cleaner air, they don't usual-
ly respond favorably,” he noted.
“But they will respond if (a regula-
tion) is put into action.”

Staff writer Marilyn Kalfus contrib-
uted to this report.
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