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The Huntington Beach Public Library and
Cultural Resource Center is enlarglng

its files on topics of regional interest
through the cooperation of local teach-
ers and students. The library assumes
no responsibility for accuracy of fact,
grammar, or spelling in these contribu-
tions. Needless to say, each time
additional information is gathered, it
enriches the entire community, so it is
received most gratefully.



History - Huntington Beach p ®

Boundgrigg- Santa Ana River to the old slough,a? Anaheim

$ .iénding.

?riginal name was Shell Beach wﬁich was derived from the
large quantities of Donax shells. The city proper was
built on Huntington Mesa, from which the pier extendé.
The mesa is tidal eroded. Characteristics of the area
behind the mesa were marsh and willow thicket. The low
area was called Gospel Swamp.

The land grant was given to the Rancho ILas Bleas.

1901- name was changed to Pacific City.

0.1902v03—’name was changed to Huntington Beach.

-— 1904- First pier constructed by Buntingtéﬁ Beach, Company
( sténdard 0il Company ) of wood,

‘Thamas Talbert bought land known as Gospel Swamp. Was a
realestate salesman. Also one of the promoters of the
H.K.&T Syndicate- drilling on the Irvine Ranch, Was
the promoter and director of the Whittier 0il Company,
drilling at Huntington Beach.

He was responsible for the Talbert Drainage District,
which drained Gospel Swamp opening the peat land to
farming.

~ 1912-Winter- storm destroyed pier,

1914~ City held bond issue to construct a concrete pier.
(Heading the promotion was Thomas Talbert.)
Was a court battle between the H untington Beach Company

-



and the Facific Electric Company on the right of way,
— Pler Construction- -
A ~ Concrete piles, pile cap girders and beam;, timber
' strings, Deck was paved concrete, Piles were
approximately sunk 25' into the ocean bottom.
1920- Standard 0il Company felt oil could be found under’
! the dome of Huntington Beach ., An indication was gas
in the water wells, They struck oil at 2,381' bringing

{ ..Y‘u(‘ulh‘j =iy -

in 150 barrels of oil a day. Another éB'pany {could
not find the name.) struck oil at Bolsa Chica #1-
bringing in 4,000,000 cubic feet of gas and 1,742

barrels of oil a day,. Later whip stocking was used to

e :

bring in oil from off shore. )
~ 1830~ A 488'8" addition was begun and completed in 1931,
The addition used the same materials except 4 pile
bents were used instead of 3 pile bents. Existing beams
and girders were repaired with wire mesh and concrete
gunite. The tidal zone area was strengthened with
concrete jacket splices,
-— 1939~ A 300! section was washed away during a tropical
storm. .
~ 1940~ Repairs were completed bringing the length to the
present 1,832¢,
1945-54~- Soundings were taken to determine pilling depth;
-19501s~- Pier surface was rebuilt,



— 1967 Or 68- Fish and Game Department dumped several tons

~
The program has been unsuccessful.

.. of rocks around the base of the pier for fish breeding.

"1967- Structural survey was taken.
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Seismic Forces-

Structural Surveyhof the Huntington
Beach Municipal Pier- 1967

i -

Iab Investigation- : ' .

Wood pile samples show no evidence of penetration

by Teredo marine worms o r other marine organisms
identified as major causes of wood pile damage. At

the tidal zone, a depth of #- 13" of the pile is

spongy due to marine growths.u '5 =

These were not considéred structurally prior to 1933.

There is no evidence of damage from the long Beach

' Quake, It would appear collapse 1s no greater risk

than has ever been. T «

Estimated ILife From 1967-

The pier will stand another.fifteen years with repairs
and longer, barring a catastrophic event,

Pilling Depth-

As of 1967 the depth of the piles in the ocean floor
is 15~ 20¢,



Yovement of Sand In the Aren

Huntington Beach is located in the San Pedro Cell.
Rate of Sand Transport-
" Averages’ 525 cubic yards/ day.
192,000 cubic yards/ year .

Beach Erosion- a z >
Extreme erosion takes place during the Summer months.
This can be attributed to the protective action of the
Palos Yefaes Peninsula, to the north d;d the Channel
Islands to the west, This results in an unlimited
fetch which only occurs from the sauth and west.

There are no Winter or Spring waves from the north,

The éouthern swells go vern the drift direction throughout
| the year. The dumping of rocks around the pilings

would probably act as a submerged groin causing

accumlation of sand on the south side of the pier.

There have-.been no recent surveys of the condition of the

pier or soundings past 1967 to determine pile
depth.



Jowiings ™ron the 2op of fia runiecinal rier
To peteormine the pentn of the piliings in
The Qcexn Ploor .

stations Legend . @
STATION NULRIR FAET TO NEXT DISTANCT FROM FOOT OF PIZR
® ' STATIOW
0 from corner of corner stone
1 21675 - 21615
2 ' 19t 23517 *
T 27350 263'0"
4 , 21%gn 284'9"~ berm here
il ) - ladder
5 237130 N 308101
~+ 6 22t 330'7"~ usual approx. water
g line .
T 231Qn : F5FITH
8 218 375050
i - . . = first "T" here
g 69F0m 44575
10 i 6T 51310n
1L 63'gn . 5g81rar
12 70|4rr i 652‘0“
13 676" T719t6n
y . - second "I" here
14 6T 7871
15 g81om 85573
16 . ' 6873 ga3ten
17 68¥5r gg1t1ln
18 6870" ©1059'11"- "M here
19 : 680" 1177'11"—~ usual brecker line
20 g1rQn * 1218711
2l 90 7n 1309t6"- 20! ground swell
breaks here
22 __ g5 r5u _ 1404711
23 go*gn 14957

24 9678w ‘ 1592¢3" :



SOUIDINGS TALRT PIB.3, 1245 - 11:00 g.:1.

STATION SOUNDING

X 2076
2 21r0n '
3 184"
4 21r3
5 ' 2471 ]
6 " 25¥4" - water line
7 26t g
8 275
9 3015 ‘
10 32100
s ’ sqr1 _ :
12 41150 - ¢ ‘
13 42711n ‘
14 45070
15 46730
16 45710"
17 49%6"
18 500"
19 49°*3n
20 5176"
21 49'1"- 470 - waves breaking
22 44%4n
23 46'5" '
24 51v6v, .
25 52110" .
26 59r10m | '
2T 58ron
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STATION NULBER
25

-

26
-

[

FEET TO NEXT
STATION
91l5n

78t QN

70l4n

Lezend oontinued

DISTANCE FROLM FOOT OF PIER

1683'8n
17618"
1832'0"~ end of pier; right
front .
LJ
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SOUWDING P43 02F. 1, 1954
(last tziten)
SOUNDING !
16'g9n !
ETI9Y
186"
S g iy
ik 1
196" ~ high tide mark
216" ~ water line ab 10;20 AM.
2518W -~ first "V f
266"
30f6"
3200 2 ° &
32710
356"
F7V6" - first break & second "¢
FTron .
35}6"
3610
376"
4121 — nyw
45%6" - pump house
45'3" - third "t"
440"
46'6" - fourth "t" beach side
48*9" - fourth "t" o?ean‘side
510" '
530"
5%10" - end right front
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goncluzions 7o The goundings

The depth varies from month to month and f%ar to year
in relation %o weather con@itions and effects of seismic
distufﬁances. On August 28, 1947, at station 22 a readinsz was
taken of 48'6", The foliowing,month a reading was taken three
days.after:the end of a large ground swell storm., The reading
at the same station was 455110, R

After compairing the first and last readings the averaging

of the differences shows approximately a 5' loss of sand

”,

from around the pier. Since the dumping of rocks around the

pier there have been no soundings taken. The new situation

could present a radical change, possibly eliminating the

erosional process or at least slowing it dowm.
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The Huntington Beach Public Library and
Cultural Resource Center is enlarging
its files on the history of the city
through the cooperation of local teach-
ers and students. The library assumes
no responsibility for accuracy of fact,
grammar, or spelling in these contribu-—
tions. Needless to say, each time
additional information is gathered, it
enriches the entire community, so it is
received most gratefully.

$ .

A ‘ d
The Hunti n Beach Public Library an
Cuftgraﬁlﬁgggurce Center is enlarging

its files on topics of regiona111%Z:gﬁft
corosey e commere
ers and students. gELag

ibility for accuracy O act,
Eiaﬁgzgfngi spel{ing in these ianrlbuf
tions. Needless 1:«:>_say_z eac%h 1md -
additional information is ga erg it =
enriches the entire community, s
received most gratefully.

— W



BEACH

Storm pictures Y -~ HUNTINGTON

We were all too busy to get many
pictures of the great storms of 1983 to

- R —

“end to friends and relatives to show . e 1 Reference

) .hem that they should not consider mov- \ Drawer

.:iug to Southern California, but the Public : > A = {

- Information Office has just the thing on yiii) ]
sale now.

There is a picture of the pier being
swept by the super high surf, one of the
Iind of the Pier Cafe hanging precariously & P —
into the sea and a calendar with the pier
and surf picture.

The pictures come unframed at $5
each, or in an acrylic frame at $10 each.
All proceeds above costs will be used to
offset pier rebuilding costs. :

The same pictures are also on sale at _ e
KB Photo Finish, Springdale Street and .' AL
Warner Avenue, Breakfast in the Park in 5 | o2
Central Park, The Tackle Box, Neptune’s 30 s ! T
Locker, Captain’s Galley, all on the Hunt-
ington Pier. S

They make a great souvenir of the = ~ = D
storm which brought the city international : e
attention and will help some with re- ' -
building our famous (and still standing')

pier.
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FACTS OF THE HUNTINGTON BEACH PIER

1902 Originally constructed of (uncreosoted) rough pine, a total of 1000 long.

1910 Pilings were practically destroyed by barnacles.

1911 Voters passed a 70,000 bond issue to rebuild the pier in reinforced concrete.

1914 Job completed.

1931 A 500 foot extension was added mainly for the fishermen and boat operators.

1939 The wooded structure was destroyed by a Chubasco (Mexican Hurricane). _

1982 Today the Huntington Beach Pier is a local landmark visited by millions each year.

bnd dediouyed, Seb, /772, Rebellp-, Retpencd. 5/£5

KRR For the convenience of the public, there is a bait and tackle shop,/live bait
store, three food concessions, tram service and sport fishing boats on the
Pier. All concessions are leased to private individuals.
L There is one restroom facility in the center of the Pier and the main 1ifegquard
tower situated on the Pier is the central vantaged point and control center for
2 all main beach activity. “
el Home of the United States Surfboard Championships each September.
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