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A No. I 

THE OIL FELL TRAT STARTED AN 011, RDQN I N  RUllTIPGTON BXACFT 

(His to r ica l  da ta  compiled by D. O ,  "Bud1' H i g i n s )  

The Ci ty  of Huntington Beach,which was incorporated i n  1909,showed l i t t l e  
growth during t h e  period 191h t o  1920. I n  1914 there  were 1400 people l i r i n g  
i n  t h e  City and the  ecnsws of 1920 showed 1680 persons, There were few jobs 
ava i lab le  with the  work being mostly seasonable. 
Major i ndus t r i e s  were the E a l l r  Sugar Co~pany,La Bolsa T i le  Coxtpany,~earce 

Cannev,Pacific O i l  Cleth &Linoleum aompany,Beach Brom Coapanj,soxe housing 
eonatraetion and extensive agriuulture.  

I n  1920 t he  assessed valuation of t h e  c i t y  was $ 2,187,7~0.00,~aolr deposi ts  
were $800,000,0OjPostal r e ce ip t s  $6,724.00 and t he  total.  i n d u s t r i a l  payrol l  
was $4,000,00 per month. 

I n  1916 the  Standard O i l  Company of California was looking f o r  places t o  
d r i l l  f o r  o i l  and leased the bluff  area  a t  west Newport Beach but decided 
not t o  d r i l l  i n  t h a t  area. In  t he  employ of the  Company was a young Geoloeist 
who was studying t he  coas t l ine  and he advised the  Company t h a t  t he  high mesa 
in Euntington Beach n igh t  hare poss ibi l i t , ies .  After some persuasion on h i s  
p a r t  it was decided t h a t  a wildcat well would be d r i l l e d  j n  the area, 

Standard leased p a r t  of t he  1400 acres  of land owned 3y the  Huntington Beach 
Company and prepared t o  d r i l l .  The locat ion picked. by the  g e o l i g i s t  Hr. S.B,Ges.tcr 
was west of the  City water resorao i r  a t  Goldenwest and Clay Streets .  

This was t o  be the  first t h e  i n  the  h i s to ry  of the o i l  business t h a t  an o i l  
f i e l d  was t o  be located using t he  t a l e n t s  of a Petrolexm Engineer. 
Ear ly  i n  1919 a r i g  building crew under d i rec t ion  of W.#.trown and R.S. Eerkey 

were brouyht i n  and erected a 120 foo t  wooden der r ick  and i n s t a l l e d  rachinery i n  
preparation f o r  d r i l l i ng .  A d r i l l i n g  erew was put together  from Standard l e a se s  
i n  t h e  San Jauquin va l l ey  and consis ted of C.I,Brewste~,J.bJ.Barmtt,W,#.Quinn, 
H.Ellis,C.Eopkins,F. W.Wier,W. S*Spauldiny, Ef.Knudon and FJ,C, Johnson, An add i t iona l  
Pe t ro l em GeolPrgist Mr. F.O.Blake was assigned to assist Kr.  Gsgter. Host of the  
crew stayed with t he  company and became supervising of f ic ia l s .  H r  C.I.Brewster 
eventual ly  became Dr i l l i ng  Superintendant f o r  a l l  Standard Oil opera-ticns in 
Call f or-niz. Years l a t e r  hundreds of men claimed t o  have helped d r i l l  t h i s  
discovery well and i f  so  there  was a crew of over 1000 men. 

A #I was spudded i n  i n  December of 1919 and d r i l l e d  t o  a depth of 2199 f e e t  
where f i r s t  ind ica t ions  of o i l  were found and was f u r t h e r  d r i l l e d  to a depth  
of 2379 f e e t  where it was decided to place it on production. After  several  
months and h cement jobs water was shut off and i n  Hay 1920 produced 70 b a r r e l s  
of o i l  per  day. 
With proof t h a t  o i l  could be produced i n  t he  area  a second wel l  was erected 

about & mile westerly from A # l  on the  edge of  the  mesa overlooking the  Rolsa 
Chica Gun Club. T h i s  well named Bolsa Chlca # I was completed on November 6,1920 
a t  a depth of 25b9 f ee t .  It blew i n  a s  an uncontrolled gxsher making 17112 ba r r e l s  
of o i l  and ,!.1,000,000 cubic f e e t  of  gas per day. The o i l  flowed i n t o  the low 

' 

lands  and 500 men with mules and scrapers hurr iedly  erected a dike  t o  hold the  
o i l .  The t h i r d  well was d r i l l e d  by the  Eddystone O i l  ~onpany(Row West.4merican) 
and Called Ashton #/1 flowed a t  the r a t e  of 1300 bbls  a t  3L55 f e e t  deep. 

During the  period up t o  1920 land p r i ce s  were very low and the  Huntington Peach 
Company ,who had subdivided the  City, held a one day auction t o  s e l l  as c!uch 
property a s  possible i n  order t o  renatri solvent. T h e  sudden 05.1 boom caused 
a rapid increase  i n  p r i ce s  and most property was taken off  the  market, 

Soon a f t e r  completion of ~ ,# l  property was beicg leased a t  $25.00 t o  $50.00 pe r  
ac re  and r en t s  of $10 t o  $15 per  month. J f ~ e r  Bolsa Chica #1 came i n  p r i c e s  
increased $1,000 per  acre bonuses and r en t s  of $40 per  acre f o r  the  first 90 












