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A No. I 

THE OIL FELL TRAT STARTED AN 011, RDQN I N  RUllTIPGTON BXACFT 

(His to r ica l  da ta  compiled by D. O ,  "Bud1' H i g i n s )  

The Ci ty  of Huntington Beach,which was incorporated i n  1909,showed l i t t l e  
growth during t h e  period 191h t o  1920. I n  1914 there  were 1400 people l i r i n g  
i n  t h e  City and the  ecnsws of 1920 showed 1680 persons, There were few jobs 
ava i lab le  with the  work being mostly seasonable. 
Major i ndus t r i e s  were the E a l l r  Sugar Co~pany,La Bolsa T i le  Coxtpany,~earce 

Cannev,Pacific O i l  Cleth &Linoleum aompany,Beach Brom Coapanj,soxe housing 
eonatraetion and extensive agriuulture.  

I n  1920 t he  assessed valuation of t h e  c i t y  was $ 2,187,7~0.00,~aolr deposi ts  
were $800,000,0OjPostal r e ce ip t s  $6,724.00 and t he  total.  i n d u s t r i a l  payrol l  
was $4,000,00 per month. 

I n  1916 the  Standard O i l  Company of California was looking f o r  places t o  
d r i l l  f o r  o i l  and leased the bluff  area  a t  west Newport Beach but decided 
not t o  d r i l l  i n  t h a t  area. In  t he  employ of the  Company was a young Geoloeist 
who was studying t he  coas t l ine  and he advised the  Company t h a t  t he  high mesa 
in Euntington Beach n igh t  hare poss ibi l i t , ies .  After some persuasion on h i s  
p a r t  it was decided t h a t  a wildcat well would be d r i l l e d  j n  the area, 

Standard leased p a r t  of t he  1400 acres  of land owned 3y the  Huntington Beach 
Company and prepared t o  d r i l l .  The locat ion picked. by the  g e o l i g i s t  Hr. S.B,Ges.tcr 
was west of the  City water resorao i r  a t  Goldenwest and Clay Streets .  

This was t o  be the  first t h e  i n  the  h i s to ry  of the o i l  business t h a t  an o i l  
f i e l d  was t o  be located using t he  t a l e n t s  of a Petrolexm Engineer. 
Ear ly  i n  1919 a r i g  building crew under d i rec t ion  of W.#.trown and R.S. Eerkey 

were brouyht i n  and erected a 120 foo t  wooden der r ick  and i n s t a l l e d  rachinery i n  
preparation f o r  d r i l l i ng .  A d r i l l i n g  erew was put together  from Standard l e a se s  
i n  t h e  San Jauquin va l l ey  and consis ted of C.I,Brewste~,J.bJ.Barmtt,W,#.Quinn, 
H.Ellis,C.Eopkins,F. W.Wier,W. S*Spauldiny, Ef.Knudon and FJ,C, Johnson, An add i t iona l  
Pe t ro l em GeolPrgist Mr. F.O.Blake was assigned to assist Kr.  Gsgter. Host of the  
crew stayed with t he  company and became supervising of f ic ia l s .  H r  C.I.Brewster 
eventual ly  became Dr i l l i ng  Superintendant f o r  a l l  Standard Oil opera-ticns in 
Call f or-niz. Years l a t e r  hundreds of men claimed t o  have helped d r i l l  t h i s  
discovery well and i f  so  there  was a crew of over 1000 men. 

A #I was spudded i n  i n  December of 1919 and d r i l l e d  t o  a depth of 2199 f e e t  
where f i r s t  ind ica t ions  of o i l  were found and was f u r t h e r  d r i l l e d  to a depth  
of 2379 f e e t  where it was decided to place it on production. After  several  
months and h cement jobs water was shut off and i n  Hay 1920 produced 70 b a r r e l s  
of o i l  per  day. 
With proof t h a t  o i l  could be produced i n  t he  area  a second wel l  was erected 

about & mile westerly from A # l  on the  edge of  the  mesa overlooking the  Rolsa 
Chica Gun Club. T h i s  well named Bolsa Chlca # I was completed on November 6,1920 
a t  a depth of 25b9 f ee t .  It blew i n  a s  an uncontrolled gxsher making 17112 ba r r e l s  
of o i l  and ,!.1,000,000 cubic f e e t  of  gas per day. The o i l  flowed i n t o  the low 

' 

lands  and 500 men with mules and scrapers hurr iedly  erected a dike  t o  hold the  
o i l .  The t h i r d  well was d r i l l e d  by the  Eddystone O i l  ~onpany(Row West.4merican) 
and Called Ashton #/1 flowed a t  the r a t e  of 1300 bbls  a t  3L55 f e e t  deep. 

During the  period up t o  1920 land p r i ce s  were very low and the  Huntington Peach 
Company ,who had subdivided the  City, held a one day auction t o  s e l l  as c!uch 
property a s  possible i n  order t o  renatri solvent. T h e  sudden 05.1 boom caused 
a rapid increase  i n  p r i ce s  and most property was taken off  the  market, 

Soon a f t e r  completion of ~ ,# l  property was beicg leased a t  $25.00 t o  $50.00 pe r  
ac re  and r en t s  of $10 t o  $15 per  month. J f ~ e r  Bolsa Chica #1 came i n  p r i c e s  
increased $1,000 per  acre bonuses and r en t s  of $40 per  acre f o r  the  first 90 



h days per  month and $50 thereaf te r ,  o s t  l eases  ca l led  f o r  the  property owner 
t o  receive one e igh t  of t he  o i l  and gas revenues. By the  end of 1920 a l l  land 
within 4 miles of well A # I  was under lease by all of the  major o i l  ca"'pan5.e~ 
and many independants, 
By t h e  end of 1920 th ree  wells had been placed on production and produced 

43,256 b a r r e l s  of o i l .  Note: ( a t  t he  end of t h i s  historg. a cha r t  of production 
from 1920 through 1957 w i l l  be added. The peak of production i n  the  f i e l d  was 
i n  June of  1923 when 156 wells produced 119,000 ba r r e l s  of o i l  per  day and 
33,813,185 ba r r e l s  f o r  the  year and ~1,000,000 cubic f e e t  of gas. This produeti,on 
w a ~ ~ w o r t h  $~0,000,000.00 f o r  the year  causing grea t  changes t~ be made i n  t he  area  
of unt inr ton Beach. 
The population jumped t o  6,000 persons,Assessed valuation was now 9,77~,000 dol lars ,  

Bank deposi ts  2,500,000,00, Pos ta l  r e ce ip t s  30,000,00, and the  payro l l  was  
$250,000.00 per ~llontb . 

There was a r a s t  need for employees t o  f i l l  a11 the  pos i t ions  alrailable: i n  the  051 
f i e l d  and supporting businesses. People cane from a l l  sec t ions  of the  nation Zooking 
f o r  jobs and arr ived by train,bus,auto o r  the  sucker busses used t o  haul. prospective 
buyers of o i l  stock. It was possible  t o  a r r i ve  i n  the  c i t y  and he hired and working 
i n  30 minutes. Choice jobs were on t h e  d r i l l i n g  crews a s  they paid  t he  highest  ~ a g e s ~  
15 men were required f o r  each r i g  working on th ree  s h i f t s  around the  elock and 

each working a 6 day week. Other needs were f o r  pipe l i n e  workers,gas p l a n t  xorkers, 
tank builders,well  pumpers,boiler tenders,well production crews,tmck dr ivers ,  
explosive experts,cement men,supply and equipment men,mle skinners who dug the  sump 
holes with mules and scrapers , r ig  bui lders ,a  g rea t  number of enpinecrs and 
super r i sors , fu l l  t h e  steam ra i l  crews t o  handle the  continuous s t r e a  of o i l  c a r s  
shipping o i l  out  and equipment i n  on 6 ra i l road  s idings  b u i l t  a t  c lay  s t r e e t ,  
Over night t he  c i t y  became a Beehire of a c t i v i t y  and the  business d i s txe ic t  rapidly  
increased i n  s i z e  t o  supply t he  needs of the  o i l  f i e l d  workers. The downtom area  
supplied t h e  needs f o r  food,clothing and recreat ion and t he  r e s t  of the  qi.ty the  
needed housing. Hany new lousinesses s t a r t e d  over night and soon there  were 5 pool 
h a l l s  which serred as hi r ing  h a l l s  f o r  workers,many restaurants,mens c lothing s to res ,  
3 banks,and emergencr bospita1,cnady stores,drug s tores , lco  p lan t JEEEX4E~cremery ,  
f u l l  time western union office,parking garages,bakeries and many neighborhood 
corner grocery s tores ,  There was a s t r i n g  of small res tauran ts  a71 t h e  way outI 
main s t r e e t  t o  garfiead. 

There was much a c t i v i t y  i n  t he  f r e i g h t  business a t  the  depot a t  t he  f o o t  of main 
s t r e e t  as the  m a i n  source of news was t h e  afternoon papers arriving on the b i g  red 
cars. The r a i l r oad  operated a small s t r e e t  c a r  hourly f ron  the  d e ~ o t  out  t o  
the  gar f ie ld  s t r e e t  crossing. 
Huch of the  recreat ion a c t i r i t i e s  were localizec! near the  p i e r  on the beach front.A 

dance h a l l  was b u i l t  ins ide  a la rge  t e n t  and operated 6 nights  a week and adver t iz ing 
llGood ~ l c # j A / ~ a n c i n ~  Erery Night Except Honrlay". The old  pavil ion next t o  t h e  p i e r  
boasted a two lane howling a l l ey , res tauran t  and s a l t  water t a f f e y  store. Thc )'luny,e 
and batb housed was covered over w i t h  a roof,heaters i n s t a l l e d  and warn. t,;ater 
swimming was enjoyed year  round. Fishing bas excel lent  from t h e  p i e r  o r  along t h e  
surf  a s  was surf  swimming. 
'dith any boom t o m  comes t he  f a s t  buck people and Luntingtoo Beach tss no exeption, 

Gambling,bootlegging,prostitution and con games were ranpant a s  t h e  c i t y  was unable 
t o  con t ro l  them. The a rea  of the  main o i l  boom was i n  Countj- t e r r i t o r y  and County 
Of f i c i a l s  spent l i t t l e  t ~ m e  i n  t he  area, The C i t y  had been policed by a Ci ty  
Harshal and helper who were mostly watchmen and the  Marshal was a l s ~  s t r e e t  
Superintendant, Overnight the  Harshalfs  T i t l e  was changed t o  Pol ice  Chief and 
several  Police Off icers  hired t o  work round the  clock keep in^ t he  peacz. There 
was need t o  increase a c t i v i t i e s  of a l l  t h e  c i t y  departments due t o  the  load 
placed on t he  various c i t y  off ices .  The schcc~ls vere severely o v e r t a e d  f o r  
several  years u n t i l  addi t ional  buildings were b u i l t ,  



While food ,clothing and recreation needs were eas i ly  f i l l e d  housing was anotber 
matter. O i l  Companies rented whole hot,els and apartments and constructed cmps 
on t h e i r  leases  f o r  t h e i r  employees but the housing s t tua t icn  was very c r i t ica7 ,  
Pen shared a room on s h i f t  basis, three men t o  a room,a great number of shacks and 

t en t s  sprung up along the bluff next t o  the beach, Families of 3 o r  h p, orsons 
rented a room i n  a private daelling f o r  severalmontbs u n t i l  they could ren t  an 
apartment, The methodist Camp again became a t e n t  c i t y  includinc a grocery s tore  
i n  a tent ,  A c i t y  block of small cabins was b u i l t  a t  5th and main being constructed 
out of beaver board and was nmed "Cardboard Al@eyu, One bad l a s t ing  e f fec t  of t h e  
housing boom was the large number of barns and garages behind resident ial  dwel3ings 
t h a t  were converted t o  ren ta ls  and s t i l l  ex i s t  today, 
The c r i t i c a l  need f o r  housing was t o  see several small communities s t a r t ed  on 

the  outsk i r t s  of the c i t y  including the  Libert  Park t r a c t  subdivided by 22 employes 
of Texaco,The Standard O i l  mployees t r a c t  a t  Oceaa View,boul.erard Gardens, 
1.1.Carry t r a c t  and the ~ o o a  subdivisjon i n  fountain Valley. Hundrrds of workers 
l ived  i n  inland c i t i e s  and comuted by auto o r  the Jitngb basses which r a n  hourly, 
I have mentioned t h a t  Con Wen and swindlers were flocking i n  and used various 

schemes t o  b i lk  the  public, Thg'purchesed or  leased a portoin of land erected 
a derrick and a la rge  t e n t  and broughtin prospective buyers of shares 03 staocb. 
Eusses ran da i ly  from surrounding c i t ies , the  people were given a nice chi.cken 
dinner then a big pi tch f o r  sa les  of stock. Small leases were l a t e r  found t o  
have up t o  1000 owners. Hang o i l  workers rode these busses t o  town,enjoycd the  
chicken dinner and departed looking f o r  a job. 
Along the fr inge area of the o i l  f i e l d  10-20 o r  40 acre parcels of l a n d  were 

divided i n t o  small 25 o r  50 foot swuares and sold a s  par t  of the lease,sone 
were d r i l l e d  on but most were outside the producing area. 
One croup of people who did make a large sum of money from m a l l  l o t s  were those 
who were owners of u~ncyclopediaL"ots? I n  1916 two salesmen se l l ing  encyclopedias 
i n  the midwestern s t a t e s  gave a l o t  with each s e t  of books. These were located 
on E l l i s  Avenue and on Golden West i n  the High producing area, They were Leased 
drilled,and have produced la rge  amounts of o i l .  
Within 4 years the area of the o i l  f i e ld  was defined and included the area from 
the ocean eas ter ly  t o  the Inglevood Earthquake f a u l t  a t  E l l i s  and "othard s t r e e t s  
and was divided i n t o  f; separate areas called the  Barl.ey Field,Eolsz hrea,Garfield 
Area Hain Street,Five Points and surf area and producing from several zones 
cal led the Upper and Lower Ashton Zones,Upper and lower Bolsa Zones producing 
from 2300 f e e t  deep t o  &BOO f e e t  a t  the deepest point. The deepest well r~ra,.; 
d r i l l e d  by D.W.Weaver on E l l i s  Avenue near Gothard and was dr i l l ed  1900 feet, 
deeper than any other well but  found no production below 5200 feet/. 
By 1925 other o i l  booms were i n  prcgress i n  Signal Rill,Santa Fe Springs aed 

Bakersfield and men were leaving f o r  those areas and the population of the i t y  
gradually decreased and many businesses l e f t  the ci ty .  
The area from Ocean avenue t o  palm s t r e e t s  and from 23rd s t r e e  t o  dotrn town 

had been closed t o  d r i l l i n g  during these years and it was the area of most 
population i n  the c i t y  consisting of f ine  homes and apartments. Eg 1926 there  
there was considerable i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h i s  arsa would be good f o r  additional 
o i l  production and a pet i t ion was passed t o  open the area from 23rd t o  1 7 t h  
s t ree ts ,  Before t h i s  pet i t ion could be acted on additional ones were s c h i t t e d  
and on April 30,1926 re s t r i c t ions  were l i f t e d  on t b i s  area. The f i r s t  well 
completed and placed on production was by Superior O i l  Conpany a t  l e th  aad 
Ocean and was the Jones #1 producing 472 barrels per day. Exploitation was 
rapid and by December 1926 production was 63,1~00 ba r r e l s  from 78 wells. This 
bobm completely upset the c i t y  as several hundred homes had t o  be moved t o  new 
1 cat'on all o e r  tpwn and t o  surrounding areas. Daily houses noved over the 
s t r e e t s  t o  new i'ocatlons. 



About 50 blocks of houses were moved t o  new loca t icns  particul.ar1y the  main 
s t r e e t  area  of the  c i ty .  Downtown f i r e  d i s t r i c t  #1 was changed t o  allow substandard house 
t o  be located i n  t h a t  area. The City l o s t  some 300 persons i n  population i n  t h i s  
move decreasing t o  about 3300 persons. Standard o i l  was required t o  bui ld  a sea w a l l  
t o  hold back k b ~ h  the ocean i n  order t o  o f f s e t  wells  along ocean avenue. Within a 
shr:rt time the  l i m i t s  of t he  boom area  were p r e t t y  well defined and extended only two o r  
th ree  blocks in land from t h e  ocean and from 23rd s t r e e t  t o  8th s t r ee t .  Ey t he  end QI" 
1927 d r i l l i n g  had ended bu t  wells  were being produced from two leve l s , the  Jones 
sand and a deeper s and*  a t  a lower l eve l  o f  about 4195 fee t .  I n  
May of 3.930 Superior o i w e d  Babbit #l and Jones $1 and increased 
production t o  900 ba r r e l s  per  day and these wells were found t o  be bottomed under 
the  ocean causing many o i l  men t o  f i n d  a way t o  d r i l l  out  under t h e  ocean. it 
Remained f o r  Harold WcVicar t o  invent a device cal led the  Whipstock which turned 
the  d r i l l  b i t  toward the  ocean and bottoming the  wells  ou t  under the  surf  1-ine, 
This s t a r t e d  another boom i n  1933 a t  the  height of the  depression when l i t t l e  

money was avai lable  and o i l  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  dispose of. Dozens of new wells  were 
pushed under t he  ocean u n t i l  the  S t a t e  of California,wbo owned the  tide lands,&&^ 
stepped i n  and a f t e r  cour t  ac t ion signed royal ty  agreements, borne of these  t ideland 
we1l.s had production of more than 2000 ba r r e l s  per day and very high pas pressvrc, 

The o i l  boom of 1933 was t o  see the  f i r s t  use of a t a l l e r  s t e e l  de r r ick  which 
reduced t he  f i r e  hazard and being placed on la rge  concrete foundations had no need 
f o r  guy wires and steam pump in^ u n i t s  were giving way t o  gas power. 
All o i l  men believe t h e i r  must be a deeper producing zone and John I4arion did  d r i l l  

a deep t e s t  well  on Orange Avenue a t  21st  s t r e e t  more than 7200 f e e t  w i t h  no 
resu l t s .  

The townlot boom a l so  brought i n  many speulators who sold up t o  5001s p a r t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  a 50 foo t  l e a se  which l a t e r  required much l e g a l  e f f o r t  t o  c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  the  
property and place  it back on the  t a x  ro l l s .  

By 1939 a great  number of well had been s h u t  do%m o r  were small producers ca l l ed  
"s t r ippers"  and were being sold off t o  small operators ca l l ed  "Poor Boy Companiesv 
who could operate them alone o r  help each other  t o  c u t  down on labor  cos t  and were 
able  keep the  wells  on production and recover much of t he  o i l  l e f t  i n  the  ground. 

I n  Harch of 1938 the  S t a t e  Lands Act was passed t o  regulate  offshore o i l  deve7opment 
and leas ing  of tidelands. A l e a se  was made with Southwest Explora.ticn Company t o  develop 
t idelands  westerly of 23rd s t r e e t  and d r i l l i n g  began. This was t o  be the  most s c i e n t i f i c  
d r i l l i n g  program ever done i n  the  ~ ~ S ~ O T J  of the  011 businzss using Petroleum 
Geologists and Petroleum Engineers and much new sophis t ica ted instruments t o  
d i r ec t i ona l  d r i l l .  Use of cameras,electric logs,and other  instrnments permitted the  
area  t o  be p l a t t ed  and wells  bottomed exactly a s  planned allo-wing each well  t o  
produce i n  the  cen te r  of several  acres. F!ells were d r i l l e d  i n  s tr ings,each about 600 
f e e t  apa r t  and the  fu r the re s t  being about 1 mile out t o  sea,  

Several o ther  l i t t l e  d r i l l i n g  boons took place including t he  Five Points boon of 
1936,Tar sand Palm avenue boon of 1947,Zastsi.de Delehxre avenue boon of 1953 which 
ca l led  f o r  d r i l l i n g  of 5296 foo t  depth and the Jack Crardord F i r s t  and a l i v e  boox 
of January 1955. 
The Jack Crawford boom was much l i k e  the townlot boon i n  t h a t  it almost completely. 

surrounded t h e  downtown business d i s t r i c t .  It s t a r t e d  a t  Nuntington and Atlanta  
with c a p l e t i o n  of when The Brown f / lWas conpleted i n  January 1955 a t  5306 f e e t  
i n  the  main zone and produced 250 b a r r e l s  of o i l .  The boo3 spread t o  the  wst  
t o  t he  ocean and north t o  10th  s t r ee t .  A t  one time $0 portable d r i l l i n g  rigs were 
operating i n  two blocks along second s t r ee t .  Wany x e l l s  were s l a n t  d r i l l e d  t o  
loca t ions  under the  business d i s t r i c t .  Too many holes rapidl$:reducrd production, 
wells were abandoned and many persons l o s t  mony i n  t h i s  unwise dril'lin,n prograin. 



Throughout the  whole o i l  f i e l d  the  new e l e c t r i c  log  instruments have been 
used i n  old wells t o  examine t he  s t ruc tures ,and  f i nd  narrow s t r a t a s  of o i l  
sand and holes a re  shot i n  the  casing wi thbun  Perforators  t o  produce oil. 
from several  zones and hence recover more o i l .  Knowing t h a t  present recover-  
methods a r e  near a t  an end various secondary methods a re  being t r i e d  using 
f i r e s  burning i n  the  bottom of the  hols,water flooding where s a l t  water i s  pumped i n t o  
the  o i l  fo-rmation forcing t he  o i l  t o  producing wells  and use of high pressure 
high heat steam t o  heat the  o i l  formation. 
The l a r g e r  com7anies have found they can r e d r i l l  t h e i r  wells i n  s n a l l  i s lands ,  

s l a n t  d r i l l e d  under t h e i r  l eases  and make use of t h e  surface of the  property 
f o r  modern housing,shopping cen te rs  and golf courses ra ther  than having very 
unsight ly  o i l  leases.  

The Runtington Beach o i l  booms have been very kind t o  the  ci ty,schools and 
taxpayers as they paid 85% of the  t axes  i n  the  community f o r  a grea t  many years. 
The City and schools had very low t a x  r a t e s  f o r  a l l  these years and the jndusbry 
supplied l i f e t ime  jobs t o  thousands of persons. The o i l  supplied f u e l  f o r  mi l l ions  
of c a r s  and t he  gas supplied heat  t o  several  mi l l ion homes. (it one time a 1 2  inch 
high pressure gas l i n e  supplied a l l  t he  gas used southernly and the  City of 
San Diego, /fl 
F 

From 1920 t o  DecernberJlthe cumulative production of the  Huntington Seach Vil 
i e l d  was 613,723,624 ba r r e l s  of o i l  and  570,574,590 mill ion cubic f e e t  of 

gas and the  reserves still i n  t he  ground a t  t h a t  time were estimated t o  be 
47,607,161 cubic f e e t  of gas. The value of t he  oi1,gas and by products of 
casinghead gas,propane and butane have not been calcula ted due t o  sh i f t i ng  
p r i ce s  but  it m u s t  be noted t h a t  one e igh t  of the production went t o  t be  property 
owners. 

U Sta r t i ng  i n  1950 the  F i r e  epartment and o i l  companies embarked on a cleanup 
program t o  remove the  old  wooden der r icks  and replace them w i t h  s t e e l  pumping 
uni ts .  I n  t he  f irst  year of the  program 200 der r icks  were removed and burned 
and over a number of years  a l l  der r icks  have been removed and portable well  
pu l l ing  and d r i l l i n g  u n i t s  used. This has made way f o r  recovery and use of 
valuable property near t he  coas t l ine  which i s  f a s t  being b u i l t  on with apar tnents  
increasing t h e  population and use of the  beaches. 
Attached i s  a char t  supplied by the  S t a t e  Division of O i l  and Gas regarding 

production from 1940 t o  1957. 



Year Number of !dells Production Tidelands wells Production 
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Total  Production 613,723,624 bar re l s  570,!?i"i?J590 HCF Gas 


