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A No, 1
THE OIL WELL THAT STARTED AN OIL BOOM IN HUNTINGTON BEACH
(Historical data compiled oy D. G. "Bud" Higgins)

The City of Huntington Beach,which was incorporated in 1909,showed little
growth during the period 1914 to 1920. In 1914 there were 1400 people living
in the City and the eensus of 1920 showed 1680 persons., There were few jobs
available with the work being mostly seasonable.

Major industries were the Helly Sugar Company,La Bolsa Tile Company,Pearce
Cannery,Pacific 0il Cleth &Linoleum company,Beach Broom Company,some housing
construction and extensive agrisulture,

In 1920 the assessed valuation of the city was $ 2,187,750,00,Bank deposits
were $800,000.00,Postal receipts $6,72L.00 and the total industrial payroll
was $4,000.00 per month.

In 1916 the Standard 0il Cempany of California was looking for places to
drill for oil and leased the wluff area at west Newport Beach but decided
not to drill in that area. In the employ of the Company was a young Geologist
who was studying the coastline and he advised the Company that the high mesa
in Huntington Beach might have possibilities. After some persuasion on his
part it was decided that a wildcat well would be drilled in the area,

Standard leased part of the 1L0O acres of land owned by the Huntington Beach
Company and prepared to drill. The location picked by the geoligist Mr. S.H.Gester
was west of the City water resormoir at Goldenwest and Clay Streets.

This was to be the first time in the history of the oil business that an oil
field was to ke located using the talents of a Petroleum Engineer,

Early in 1919 a rig wuilding crew under direction of W.M.Brown and H.S. Berkey
were brought in and erected a 120 foot wooden derrick and installed machinery in
preparation for drilling. A drilling erew was put together from Standard leases
in the San Jauquin valley and consisted of C.I.Brewster,J.W.,Barrett,W.K.Quinn,
K.Ellis,G.Kopkins,F.W.Wier,H.S.Spaulding,K.Knudson and W.C. Johnson. An additional
Petroleum Geoldgist Mr. F.0.Blake was assigned to assist Mr. Gsstter. Host of the
erew stayed with the company and became supervising officials. Mr C.I.Brewster
eventually became Drilling Superintendant for all Standard 0il operaticns in
California. Years later hundreds of men claimed to have helped drill this
discovery well and if so there was a crew of over 1000 men.

A #1 was spudded in in Decembder of 1919 and drilled to a depth of 2199 feet
where first indications of oil were found and was further drilled to a depth
of 2379 feet where it was decided to place it on production. After several
months and L cement jobs water was shut off and in May 1920 produced 70 »warrels
of oil per day.

With proof that oil could be produced in the area a second well was erected
about % mile westerly from A#1 on the edge of the mesa overlooking the Bolsa
Chica Gun Club, This well named Bolsa Chica # I was completed on Movemser 6,1920
at a depth of 2549 feet. It blew in as an uncontrolled gusher making 17L2 »arrels
of 0il and L,000,000 cubic feet of gas per day. The oil flowed into the low
lands and 500 men with mules and scrapers hurriedly erected a dike to hold the
0il. The third well was drilled wy the Eddystone 0il Company(fow West American)
and Called Ashton #1 flowed at the rate of 1300 bbls at 3L55 feet deep.

During the period up to 1920 land prices were very low and the Huntington Peach
Company ,who had subdivided the City, held a one day auction to sell as much
property as possible in order to remaki solvent. The sudden oil boom caused
a rapid increase in prices and most property was taken off the market.

Soon after completion of A#l property was being leased at $25.00 to $50.00 per
acre and rents of $10 to $15 per month. Afier Bolsa Chica #1 came in prices
increased $1,000 per acre bonuses and rents of $L4O per acre for the first 90


















