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k I I E A T  ?;'AYES were zollirlg in . , 

' gently from t2e a ! ~ c  P.-.ciiic: A 
secmin2ly ezd:css cs?;iise of ciean 
white beach stre:cheC ns  it: a s  c,7e 
cye could see .  Tivo n;ec s:ood :here, 
shnring , this !GL?:? .St'i?tch of suif 
acS ssnd wi:h t!;e sea ;~l :s  scd sand- 
pipeis. Attracted by the myrlnds o i  
s t e l i s ,  which had fiiven i: [;re n s x e  
Shell Bench, t h y  s t o o ~ e d  to gather 
somc. 

Sta;l:on, t m n i r , ~  to' :he o:hcr man, 
Col. S. 13. Fin!e.j or Snr,ca Ana, ex- 
claimed: "f hat a combina:ion we 
have here - perfect climate, a stzetch 
of beach t h ' s  unsurpassed, high 
ground on which to I. ~ ~ i ~ i l  .'! ' a town. 
t 'hy th is  ?!ace has eve:yt.iing that 
Atlantic City has, and c o r e  too. 
J.et's bui!d a ci ty heie and call  is 
Pacific City." 

A ci ty  that wnl.i!d rival At!rntic 
Cicy! Finley apccd .  jus t  aiter :he 
turn of the ;esent cefiiu:y :hey for;;,- 
ed the Vest Co::st :.and and Vn:er 
Com?any, wi:h ?hi;ip Ac!i!ey Stanton, 
focnlcr of Seal  Beach and Scan:on 
and later Speaker of the California 
Legisiature, a s  presidest, a a i  Fin- 
ley a s  engineer. The syndicate p ~ x -  
chased 1,503 ncres, izid ol;: 10:s ' 

aiong the beach, aod Pacific Ci ty  
... --- Gas 3a:n. 

,,-, 
L ne following year Stanton soid 

his icterest  a t  a profit i o  a group 
oi Los Angeles-Long Beach busi- 
nessmen. For :he nest two years 
p:og:ess was slow. The ni-w owners 
soon found thzt irans?or:ation was 
the key to the f-czhe: deve!o?nezt 
of Scancon's drearr,. The peop!e of 
Los  An:e!es must have a nray .:o 
get  to their "woni.e;lcnb by ;he sea." . - i -ortunc~ely,  tnis =as  jcs: a: the 
time tka: Xezry E. H~;nrlr.gion n, '- s 
bui:~:.." . h i ,  his n:issive in:er~;jnn trcn- 
sic sysrezl cL icd  the Pacli ic E!cc- 
tric R a i l ~ a y .  3ut  Eilntington was 
"?C- .  -.' i-,,cy. ~ n e  03::on to S; iy  a l?.:se 
S!ocX of tkc co;;.?an:i's stock at  n 
.--.?re 2 s>  .... + %  L w a s  ;]of e a o c ~ h .  
A'A?pial:'cg to his vnnity, t : ~  2:esl- 
der.t of the compsn:r proposed: ";ienry 
i>ow would you like to nave iis change 

the nnme of this .town to Er;n~ir,;ton 
Beach in yocr honor?" Iiuntiri,::sn 
was converted, and 2r;cific City be- 
c a n e  iIunr:e~ton ijeach. 

The  completicn oi the Tsci i ic  
Eiectric produced great escicemer,t. 
july 4, 1904 wiznesscd the dedica- 
tion of :Le cew community, with pa- 
triotic s ~ e e c h e s ,  iireworks, and a 
parade with the "big red cars,"  a s  
the P. E.  trolicys were cailed, lead- 
ing the procession. 

Advertising the towilsite a s  a 
"city of destiny," the Huntin;ton 
i3each Ccmpany s e t  co work in earn- 
est. Ic built the firsc wooden pier. 
It encouraged the deveIo?mee: of 
Huntington Beach a s  a cozvention 
ceccer by donating land, and local 
residents raised $10,000 to build a 
big red ":aSernacle," seating 3,000. 
Azound i~ in a grove of eucalyptus 
trees rose a "tent city," sheitering 
thousands of summer visitors attract- 
ed here for the revival services led 
by piominent evangeliszs o i  :he day. 
Others filled Tent City to capacity, 
roo-the 'annual convention of th.- 
Gradd !,:my of the Republic, with 
weeklong 2ctrio:ic programs arid 
parsdcs. 

The Pacific Ejectric joined in 
the pcblicity campaign. Attractive 
brochcres rhapsodized upon the cicy 
a s  "Zuncington Beach the ?eer:ess 
. . . ship?ing point for an escensive 
and agrictiitural county a t  i t s  back ... the climate here is Sature ' s  
smile." 

Even enc lyc lo~ed ia  sa l e snen  join- 
ed in pushing t:?? new city. Ti:e En- 
cyclopedia ari tannica 5ought 35 
acres o i  land, cut IC up into lots,  
and gave one to each purchaser o i  a 
s e t  of encyclo2edias. The salesir,en 
worked hard and fast .  They soon 
nade  enough sa l e s  to enable the= 
to give away a l l  ci the 420 iots es- 
cep: 51 

A real  boon1 t ~ d  rcstilted. Lots  
slyrocke:ed in value. !dore land a.as 
added co tbe original townsite. T rees  
pianred on every street  made i; the 

v q city bcac:iful." 1:;diisrry cr.me wick 

the gizantic factory of t k c  I i ~ l : ~  
Susar Col;,pany. The vorcrs s73rove2 . . 
a bond issue fo; the c o ~ s i i ~ c : i o n  of 
a modern concrete 2ie:. Ilcdicatcd in 
1914, :i:c Frograx dcscriscd it 2,s . . "the longest, !~ighest  aad only so;:;! 
concrete ziunicipai pier in :he Unit22 
States." I i e ~ r  the cornn;ents o i  Torn 
Ta!bert, now 88 years o!d a c c  s 
nr-!I-known pioneer of [;;is xcs: 
"We had a reai  bactie p~ittii.,,; :!121. - 
pier in. There was res isca :~re  f:dn 
the iolks n..Flo said the ci ty ecl;;d nct 
swing :he required $7O,GG\? bond 
issue.  They peppered the town with 
handbills condemning the ppicr idea, 
but are ficaliy won o u t . .  . ir' that 
pier were built today, i t  would take 
a coo1 nillion e a ~ i ! ~ . "  

'D \*'ith the cos?!e:isn o i  . . ~ i e r ,  

Eun:ington 3rac11 had ar Inst ac- 
quired a discinctide personaiity a s  a 
serene seas ide  cornmunirj: where 
visitors 2nd residents cocid fish, 
swim, or jtxst bask in che sur. - i t s  
prime as se t  the majestic s:re:ch of 
surf and sand. 

Then cai;;e an explosive force 
~5::: changed the v::~oie c o c s e  oi . .. i4unting:cn 3cacb  hiscary-tnc c:s- 

. covftry .>f i. 
-. 
I ne s:ory reads like a fairy C A  : r .  

Vhen Ilolly Sugar came in 17; :, :hey 
d i l l e d  wells to get  water ior clean- 
in;; the sugar bcecs. So nuc;i 2,s 
ap?eared in the wells ti-,:.: w:i:,?r 
cou!d not be pumped successic!ly 
ancil it came back up to higher s:::.:a. 
Taibert, discussing chis ?;able.;; 
with C. A. jo;:nson, G ~ n e i a i  ,\;.-.;;?.,;cr 
for Holly, insisted: "i beilevc. n-e 
hsve oi l  here!" CtEers do~a:ec .  
De:sy in drillin,: rcsuited. S ine  ye.rrs 
later Stnndnrd Oii Company on i . " . ~  

ares t  slo?e of xeservoir  z i i l  bio.i;>: 
inco production ihc  firs: wcl i ,  :ctzsr 
ap?:o;-riately r;...xXc.d n.i:h r: nl~r.;: 

1 ,  
A .  

rcnzlnp, "3i?;ci,very 1;;eiL- '-7,. I b - r ~ i  l:..d1 ' 

ton I3e;ch i7ic:;i." 
Th i s  was tl& hersld of a n ~ w  ern. 

The io:lowing Sovcrnber, a fzw 2 ' s . - -  . L A . . -  

ington Beach r e s i t e n : ~  car, s : : ; :  
recall  the ronrilig and shiiekiii; ;v;..cii 
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:I?? ;usher, 3c8!:;,' C!.,izLi '.:~,,,!-,,:r C; : 

I hlew in,  spoi1:i;i; ::n:; :::;i 0 ; :  :I:::.:-, 

( unbcl icvable force. I:uzc C:OV.::S 

i gathered while  500 rr.-n fou,::h: :o 
conciol t h e  flow as :kc v:cl: rr:~;:.::,: 

! 
2,GOO bs:ieis o i  oil  n:;d ~ T o i e  r::nn 
4,(jOC,000 cuSlc feet  ui ;as d;:l::. 
T h e  exciter;.,zn: was s o  ;:en: z;?a: / ;be a u i : ~ o r i t i c s  e v a o  h i s n i n s c i  

! schoo;  s o  :hat the  chii2:en cos lZ  

I s e e  :he s igh t !  
3 o l s a  C h i c a  So.  ! w a s  rhc fore- , 

runner of vas: addi:ior:ai drii!ings, 1 
which have  made Iil;:::in,?:on i;rach 
t h e  th i rd . ; a rgcs t  o i l  f ie ld in Cai i ior-  
n ia ,  wi th  19G/; p;oduction ii03 / 1,776 wells of 16,095,564 barrc;s.  
S3 great  w a s  i t s  f a a e  tha t  it  chan;:ed 
:he whole c o u r s e  of a s c a s i i c  c n n -  
muniry. Heilceforth, oi; afid water 
~vould  mix ro buiid a mighty tit;-. 

i Overnight iiuntington 3 c s c h  be- 
came an  o i l  boom town. 6'i::lin a fey: 

I d a y s  the  population dou5lc.d. Bjli:: / t o  a fever  pitch by Bou:hern Calif- 
ornia  newspnper  and m t i o n a l  nd- 
vert is ing,  people from a i l  :.,ar:s o i  
the  country began the  t rek  t'o: "b!asL 

I 
gold." T h e  once quie: c i t y  a2.s 

see th ing  wich exc i tenenc .  S c o r e s  oi , . .  corpoia:ions were foin;ed a c c  :fiel: 

I s t o c k s  put on the  naii;et. T h e  o l 2  
e s t a b l i s h e d  o i l  companies  driiitrt  
more and more r ie l is .  Even  s o r e  oE 
the  smal l  companies  ;;.,:lie :;in:as:ic 
piof i ts .  E a c h  bwner o l  a n  "cnc;~c!o- 
pedia lot," sqpposed ly  7. or:l~icss k ?  
now, rece ived  an income of  SiOG a 
monrh! 

T h e  big bonanza  cofitinued for 
s e v e r a l  years .  T h e n  exci:clr,ent died 
down, only to  i l a rc  a ~ a i n  in 1326 :z;:l~ 
the d i scovery  of a v a s t  deposi: o i  . - 
oil  in the crsi,?,o;.i:ai <ist;ic:. i:,.n- 
d i e d s  of homes and a?a:tzents were  
torn down t o  make way for t h e  tower- . . ing derr icks.  O i i  fever h:; aga in  
29 y e a r s  l a te r ,  excep t  ths: inp ioved  
machinery replaced the  older ~ e t h o d s  
of drilling and pumping. !.:csnn:~i;e, 
two Iiuncington B e a c h  men. 2. H. 
li!cVi:ar and "Doc" Xood. perfected 
the whips tcck  rr.etfiod. T t e i r  f i r s t  
wel l ,  the  "Vicaroo." inaugura:cd 
the  hcnt for undersea  oi!. YoJ,;; 
some 500 whips tock  w e l l s  dr i l l  a t  
s u c h  an  angle  a s  t o  reach  t h e  i3512- 
lous ly  r ich offshore oi l ,  known as  
t h e  tide!ands pool ,  t a p i r , ;  a ~ a s i r  
12,183 f e e t  below the  wntcr. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  ,,=!fixour of oi! act! :>e 
e s c i t e r ~ e c :  ~ h i c i ?  cnr,:e in i:s nr.::c. . ,  ., E u n t i n g t ~ n  ? , C Z I C ~  rCZ2iiit2d r: s;.:.:,. 

. . town. P r a . \ i  i ) f  ir:; in~t-:.:..::..:,,~ 
beach ,  it preierred t a  be :<?awn a s  
thc " s e a s i d e  community"- Scr  no: 



1 for lonz. ?o\i.cii.jl forces were at I 
( n.o:k. \l:'orid 6 nr i1 :vrn~;:::~: /.I:- I 

resching chanses in Sou:hern Calii- 
ornia - burgconing population, nusil- 
rooming ind~s t r i e s ,  irecways. t<czna 
Park, r?n~i;cirn, and other Orange 
County ci:;cs fcit :Iic impact flrs:. 

. ,  Euntington Beach sa: on :he s i x -  . .. 
lines, st i l l  slumbering. hen c s n e  
the explosion. And what an espiosion 
i: was, aiiecting fiu:itington Beach 
even more proioundly th::n that any 
in Sovenber,  1320, when a o i s a  Chica 
No. 1 c a n e  roaring in. 

I Since 1957 I-!untinjiton Beach has / 
Deen one continuous success  scory - 
:he k!iracle City. A p h e n o ~ e n a l  I I 
course of annexation growth took in I 
enough surrounding territory to  in- 
crease i t s  land area six times. 
Soilthein California Edison built an I 
automated steam-electric station 1 
capable of generazing enough e!ec- I 

I tricity to serve a nil l ion people. 1 
Hunting:on Harbour Corporation con- 
verted 900 acres of tidal waste!nnd 

1 :  into a plush residential-marine con- 1 , 

munity, while Huntington Beach Cora- I 1 
pany is liierally revolutionizing the 
face of the comnunity wi:h the new 
nagic of i t s  architectural planning. 1 
A lusury hotel, motei and convention 1 
center; a great regional shopping 
c'omplex; the opening of Golden Blest 
College - all  attest  :o meteoric 
growth. DougIas Space Systems 
Center, preseritly building :he S-TV3 
stage of the huge Saturn lunar rocket, 
occupies a 245-acre complex of tre- 
niendous buildings and em?loys more 
than 4.000. Envisioned fo: ihc ir;,- 
mediate future i s  a giganzic 
$444,000,000 off-shore nuclear de- 
sa;:ing pianc. And this i s  only the 
beginning! 

Hiintington Seach today i s  the 1 
largest coas:al city between Long 
Beach and San Diego, already vithin 
sight of 100,000 population; with a I , 
quarter of a miilion soon, perhaps 1 
by 1975. 1 .  

I The sleepy village by the sea  has 1 

disappeared forever. In i t s  place has 
risen a metropo!is bixsting with 1 

energy, standin2 a: :he threshold of 
an even greater destiny. 

I ; 
i 

Robert 51. Lamjert was rigkt when , i a s  Xiayor in 1963 he deciared: "L'e 
7ave hardly tapped our resources or 1 
~ u r  pocencisl a s  yet." and he might 
lave alded, "cke :wo mndic resocrces 

I ; 
,n which that ?otentia! res:s are the I 
vater of the mighry Pacific and the 
)lack gold of oil." 

I 
Euntington Beach is  proof that 

c i l  and water do nix! 
l j  
1- 


