FHE GROWTH OF A CI1Y

HISTORY-CITY

Oil

and the

PAMPHLET.

oaring Twenties

he Rouring T'wenoes—an apr
term for the decade when the
words ol and growth would beeome
synonvimons i the booming cinv of
Pluntingron Beach. Vhough i
wealthy oil felds would bring Thane
tington Beach fume and make muny ol
its lapdholders wealthy, it was purely
Py chanee that ofl was orgmally diss
covered in the CHY.,
Lo belore petrmlemm engineenng

HY MARCELENE BRLAKDEY

haldings were as small as o single
city lot.

Acentding to city historian Bid
Fhggins, it was possible for one o
arrive e Hlanongton Beach, vt one
ol fve pool halls thae doubled ay
hiring halls, and stare workmg witlun
a hadf howr, a facr which aceounes for
the otal industaal payroll of the cies
ristng from 34,000 per month i 1920 1
S230,000 per month by the nexe vear,

wias actually a proven
seience, Standard O/ hired
some vouny geologiss,
Cine of them. who had done
some rescarel m Southern
(alitoenin, came to the con-
clusion  thar the  area
hetween what is now Gold-
enwest Streer and Beach
Boulevard swould viekd pe-
troleum. 1t ook hom twa
vears to perstade Standard
il officials o dall, Sure
enough, well A #1 came
eushing in and within six
months there were up-
wards of 800 drlling ngs

lease ar huy asmall pacch of Lind, set
up an otl dermck, then seek prospece-
tive victims among the crowds arriving
daily i scearch of employviment. The
et men wanldd lll'il‘l,\: j'lL'lI|I|L‘ back 1o
thi site, serve them o chicken dinner
and e them with asales piteh to by
shares of stock i the land, Te was
Luter dhiscovered that some leases had
s omny as 1000 owners, On the
other hand, many were able o hear
the cons at their own game
by ducking our afrer the
chicken dinner to look for a
by

With crime on the tise in
the growing town, o police
4 department headed by
NMarshall Jack “Tinsley was
estublished in June of 1921,
Tinsley was also the city
inspector and fire chiel.

The fire deparoment -
self was founded as a vol-
unteer orgamzation in 1918,
! but the oil boom of the
carly ‘T'wenties caused 1t to
be reorganized using the

operating in the area. As if
to broadeast thar the rush
was on, the Bolsa Chica #1

Oil Rig Workers Feb. 10, 1927

American Legion and World
Wiar One verernns as vol-
unteers. he fire pump
driver, however, was a full

el bl I o e SR
of 1920 with a roar that time emplovee who lived in

could be heard 15 miles away. After
that people poured into Huntington
Beach like there was a gold rush,
Hundreds of carporations were
formed in hopes ol striking oil,
though in some cases their lease-

4

Along with those who flocked o
Hundngron Beach in scarch of work
however, came the people secking to
take advantage of the rapid growth in
the town: gamblers, bootleggers, pros-
titutes and con men. Con artists would

the station house and was on dury 24
hours a dav, seven days a week. When
a fire was reposted, a siren at city hall
and a steamboar whistle at the Stand-
ard OQil boiler heuse alerted vol-
unteers. They received five dollars
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1922, Other visttors were also drwn
to the piern;
news i 2 was a

fur the st three hours ol fire fighe-
ing, and one dollur tor every hour afrer
that, N practice doll pad vwo dollars.

In 1924 the fire department moved

vivie center comples and oy hall
were erected on 3,23
Orange Street
Sixth in 1922,
The opening of Pacific Coast Figh-
way wats celebruted in Narch of 1925,

acres hacimg one kg front puge

hetween Fileh monster wlule™”
swimpung oft Hunongeon Beach. \Wir-
nesses guessed the gants size to be

A feetr—an extraordinarny sight tor the

andd

o its bist adeguate headguartens
at Fitth and Orange Strects, 1t housed
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cach contwiming twu fie
prmpers, dand @ sixoman durmiton.,
In 1927 an entire oy block was
destroved when an eaplosion W the
Alfred Gasaline Plnt set fie woall the
dernicks. The

severtl milhon dolkirs,

twer spadls,

Juss, which exsvedded
restbed i the
separation of the police and fire depart-
ments with  James K.
appranted e chiet i 2K

Mong wathy crime and numerous oil
Iuntngion Beach taced ather

Mgl

Hres.,
priohlerns thirongheut the
el shortage of adeguate hous-

I'wenties,

s
of own called
hlock o
cheap. thin board which rented far
S30-533 per munth. Many individuals
were forced o shire gurters. with
other people and sonie even resornted
to setting up houscekeeping in wntes,
In fuet,
forced 1o sert up camps on ther leased
land i order o give their emplovees
a4 place w hve,

With the population on the rise
(growing from 1300 10 6000 virtually
overnight) many businesses were
opened to cater to the city's expand-
ing needs. By th) mid-rwentries,
Huntington Beach could elaim three
banks. a hospital, @ tull-time Western
nion office and businesses of every
kind, bringing the city a long way from
the curly days of crudely graded
strects with oil spread on them, A

I'he upshot of this was a section
Cardbourd \“t‘}?l i

many ot companies were

.
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and Hundngton Beach residentss were
proud of the fact thar the widest see-
ton of puving—H80 feer—ran through
their ciey. Fwo more signs of the ciny’s
tremendous growth were the opening,
of @ new high school with an enrall-
ment of 421 m 1927, and the atend-
anee of 30,000 at the traditional Foureh
of July celebration of 1928,

The pier was @ major atractnn
throughout the
recresation was centralized near it It
was there that Duke Kahanamoka First
showed Ormge County how tosurf in

Twenues, and most

thay .

The pavillion that stood nest o
the picr housed i bowling alley. restu-
rant, and candy stores The road be-
tween Nhun Streer and Chrdicld was
lined with numeroons sovdl restan-
runts. N dance hadb isede o lrge tene
drew crowds with its advertsement
of “Ciood, Clean Daneing very Night
lxcepr Monday!”

Though Huntington Beach was
boom town that grew up around oil,
i was not unhike ooy other snadl
towns of he New bot™ Onganizend
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1he North Stde of the Prer (1927)
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