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HUNTINGTON BEACH — T
men who firsl set out to dovel )
Huntinglon Beach looked only af
the surface of the land without recl-
izing they were standing on an v1.
derground reservoir of immente¢
richness,

Signas of oil were there for all toste
in tha black, sticky substance a:d
even lizhter oils that ooved fo tre
surfoee, .

Even the surface deposits repre-
sented a Kind of wealth 1o the earl /-
day Indians,
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They used the tar-like mialerial *n

- help {nsten spear points (o shafts, o

travde moods with othee (e ol foe

waternroofing baskets and even the
reetl canons in which thes venturrd!
as far s Catalina Island to trade for
kighly prized steatite (soapstoned,

They used lighter oils to treat
courhs, colds, cuts and hurns.

Like 1be Indians, the Spunizh
padres never dreamed of great dep)-
sits of underground oi!, but th.y
used asphalium (which they callid

. brea) az fuel and waterproof coatirg

for ronfs.

Althovzh California's fivst oil well
was drilled in Humbeldt County 1
1855 and I L, Doheny opened e
Olinda field in Orange County n
1897, oil was not as valued as it iz in
today’s nutomobile-oriented society.

Humtinzton Beach, {irst callzd

Sheli Boach, was part of Rancho Lz
Bolsu< with miles of marshlands ara
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BECOM TIME— Huntington Beach, in the 1920s,
was a virtual forest of oil wells. The woaden der-

willow thickets stretching inland

from the beach. -

Pt Philip Stanton thoneht it had -

possibilities fer development as a re-
sort area and in 1901 he and his asso-
ciates, operating as the West Coast
Land and Water Co., bought 1.500
acrves of Rancho las Dolsas,
The zsettlement was nameid Paeific
Jeacl, and the first buildings, a
church and some houses, reportedly
wore hanled from Fairview, a town
that came to life near Costa Mesa in
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the buom of 1887 and slipped into
oblivion in 1884,

In 1001, city Iots, some of them
doubtloss  over rich oil-leaving
sands, soid for $100 to $2006 and Paci-
fic Beach rocked along as a quiet lit-
tle resort town and a favorite place
for religious camp meelings.

New impetus came in 1904 when
Henry Huntington extendesd his Pa-
cific Kleetrie line into Huntinglon
Beach and on to Newport Heach, an
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ricks sprang up after the 1920 oil strike and ot
one time numbered up to 1,750, historians soy.

Fhote Furp s..-ud by Fu st Amecican Tilie

act which gave the town its pued
day nang. i

By the next vear the 8190 :mﬁ S
Iots of 1901 were going for 1= m
as 83,000 andd scorss of real ¢3
agents had set up ghon,

But the boom died after a st
time and Huntington Beoch @
more became # quiet yesort (2
whose principsi attraction was
line beach. 3
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