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HUNTINGTON BEACH OIL SPILL

Spill Certain to Heat Up Debate on Offshore 011 Dr

By LARRY B. STAMMER
TIMES ENVIRONMENTAL WRITER

_ barrels of oil spilled from the

tanker Puerto Rican when it
caught fire and blew up off San
Francisco. None of these incidents
approaches the 462,000-barrel
Alaskan ,

stand it, the slick is 1% miles long
and 300 yards wide," said Robert C.

The spill is also [ikely to add
momentum (o a sweeping environ-
mental initiative proposed for the
November ballot that would pro-
hibit any new oll drilling in state
waters unless there was a national

emergency, and would impose a
25-cents-a-barrel Lax (o establish a
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Hight, chief of the State Lands opponents of drilling off the Cali-

years. epill's final size, the political ;

— e - 3 conse- Davis—were on their way to the

—mml“:r:kﬂmf Hhr“unUn ;:;]: mmul may exceed its environ- scene, declaring that the spill
ed the second « It

locident. off Calformia since 1he  protases sgainms offibore o el D deiling, T d bend 6

disastrous 1969 blowout of an off~  ing at a time when President Bush  McCarthy and Davia, both Dem-

.shore platform off the Santa Bar-  is under pressure to ban all oil and  ocrats, are members of the 5

In 1884, an estimated 24,000 coast

bara coast that spi -
bae ed 77,000 bar gas exploration off the California Lands Commission, which has
state

waters. They have also pushed
legislation to establish a $500-mil-
lion cleanup fund.

*“1 think this spill helps us get our
legislation passed in Sacramento,
which the oil industry is in the
process of trying to weaken,” Mc-
Carthy said minutes before he left
for Huntington Beach.

“1f we had that legislation in the
statutes right now, British Petrole-
um would probably have ng‘

centers capable of quickly re-
sponding to a Valdez-type disaster
anywhere in U.S. coastal waters.
One was planned for Long Beach.
But the industry and govern-
ment regulators say most emphasis
has to be placed on prevention, not

cleanup.

Weather and sea conditions,
they said, have more to do with
whether a spill reaches the coast
than human efforts to hold an oil

$25-million fine,” McCarthy slick at bay,

Davis called the spill “a terrible That is because oil spill cleanup
agedy with pot Uy hnology—the use of i
dous envir I booms to contain the ofl, skimmers
consequences.” to pick it up and i -
Since the Exxon Valdez accident, sanis to break it up before it

the oil industry has admitted that it
had “neither the equipment nor the

spill.
Last June, it pledged $250 mil-
lion to create five regional ofl spill

sive drilling is temy
ed—industry and government offi-
cials have said that conditions are
often too rough for effective boom-
ing and skimming.

For that reason, even though
California appears better prepared
than many coastal states, cleanup
containment technology may not
do the job.

“There's a lot of luck involved. A
lot of skill and a lot of preparation.
But you can't fight Mother Na-
ture,” Skip Onstead, manager of an
oil spill cooperative, told The
Times last

year. .

While most of Southern Califor-
nia is covered by well-trained oil
teams, there are

north and in the Santa Maria basin
north of Point Conceplion where

spill P

large sections of the California
coast, including San Diego and the
North Coast, that do not have
crews that could reach even a

minor spill.



