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Milkovich/What Price “Progress” in Huntington Beach?

3. The Downtown Specific Plan, prepared by the Huntington Beach
Planning Division in November 1983 as a guide for development in the
commercial area, has been modified several times, but is still the basic
document. This document is available at the Planning Department, City
ol Huntington Beach. Residential arcas are not as yet included in any
specilic plan for the historic portion of the city.

4. Two ol the three major commercial developments underway in
1989 are the Waterlront and Pier Colony. The lirst, a hotel complex on
Pacific Coast Highway between Beach Boulevard and Huntington
Street, is being developed by RLM Properties of Newport Beach; see
“Development Agreement and Commercial Master Site Plan—The
Waterlront,” stalf report to the Huntington Beach City Council, 15
August 1988, Pier Colony, a theater complex at Main Street and Pacilic
Coast Highway, is being largely financed by Haseko Incorporation, a
California-based subsidiary of Hasegawa Komuten Company, Limited,
of Japan; see “Stall Report to Huntington Beach City Council " 21
November 1988. In addition, a five-level parking structure, with com-
mercial space on two levels, is being planned jointly by the Redevelop-
ment Agency and a private developer. In the initial oil boom, major out-
side companies such as Standard Oil and Union Oil held the larger
leases. Even smaller oil companies were usually composed of nonresi-
dent businessmen and out-ol-town investors, so these prolits, too, were
spread over a wider geographic area rather than returned to local
investments.

5. The Historic Resources Board is an eleven-member board
appointed by the city council to advise it on historic issues withimn the
city (Ordinance #2895, April 1987). Needless to say, the opinions and
observations presented in this article are those of the author and do not
reflect either board or council policy or positions.

6. Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Twenty Years of the
National Historic Preservation Act (Washington, D.C.: Government
Printing Office, 1986), 16-17.

7. The Helme-Worthy store and residence at 513-519 Walnut Avenue
and 128 6th Street (adjacent) were listed on the National Register on 31
March 1987. Both structures were part of Pacific City, and existent on
site before 1904, Helme was a businessman, a member ol the lirst Board
of Trustees, elected in 1909, and subsequently Chairman of the Board
(mayor). The former McCallen residence is located at 216 Crest Avenue.
McCallen was an important oil producer in the Huntington Beach lield
as well as a city councilman and mayor.

8. The Huntington Beach City Council commissioned and lunded
the city's first historic structures survey in the spring of 1985, but only
alter a “blitzkrieg™ appeal by the historical society. Society members,
including the author, assisted the city’s consultant, 30th Street Architects
of Newport Beach, conduct the survey. Subsequently, the survey docu-
ment was revised and brought into compliance with the categorization
of the National Register of Historic Places by a second consultant,
Johnson Heumann Research Associates of Hollywood. This second
document was received and filed by council on 6 February 1989, At this
time, the city council directed that the planning stall explore tools 1o
address historic resources in the residential areas and to identily land-
mark structures. Ten days later, the city council began—literally (see
note 12 below)—the demolition of the historic commercial area. Both
documents are on file at the Planning Division, City of Huntington
Beach.

9. “Huntington Beach Preservation Group is Unable to Save 1920
Building,” Los Angeles Times, 26 January 1986,

10. See, for example, *The Day the Music Died,” Los Angeles Times,
21 May 1986. According to one Golden Bear menu (in the possession of
the author), some of the notable artists who performed at the restaurant
were Hoyt Axton, Judy Collins, John Denver, Jose Feliciano, Robin
Williams, Billy Joel, and Steve Martin. At the time the city council
approved the demolition, an informal petition was presented to it that
contained some 2,000 names (gathered in less than lorty-eight hours at
the site of the restaurant) of persons protesting that action. The city
council ignored the petition.

11. Ground breaking for this project took place on 10 March 1989,

12. City of Huntington Beach, “*Notice of Public Hearing,” 7
November 1988. The Huntington Beach City Council took action in its
evening meeting on the date of this notice. A ribbon-cutting ceremony
celebrating the beginning of the demolition was held on 15 February
1989. During the lestivities, carefully recorded by video cameras, city
council members themselves began the demolition with picks and shov-
els. To compare the timing of this demolition with the beginning of the
theater project, see note 11 above.

13. *Rebuild the Landmark Huntington Beach Municipal Pier.™
press release 88-86 (1988) by City of Huntington Beach. At the request
of the Huntington Beach Historical Society, the California State Histori-
cal Resources Commission, on February 3, 1988, nominated the pier to
the National Register ol Historic Places. The city council formally
objected to this action,

14, The Huntington Beach Company donated bricks [rom the
destroyed building to the historical society Tor a pathway in the newly
developed Newland House Museum garden.

I5. Barbara Milkovich, A Study of the Impact of the Oil Industry
on the Development ol Huntington Beach, California Prior to 1930
(M.A. Thesis, California State University, Long Beach, 1988). This study
details the early development of Huntington Beach and the 1920s oil
boom. The author plans to expand the scope of the inquiry through
World War 11 during the course of her doctoral studies.

16. Long Beach Daily Telegram, 14 March 1905.

17. Gerald Nash, United States Oil Policy: Business and Government
in the Twentieth Century (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press,
1968), 244.

18, “Will Oil Be Found Also?" Huntington Beach News, 12 August
1921.

19. Bolsa Chica #1 “blew in™ on 14 November 1920 at a surprising
3,000 to 5,000 barrels per day and lirmly established the new lield.
Robert McGiuire, interview by Barbara Milkovich, 8 July 1986. Copies
ol this interview and others subsequently cited in this study will be
available in 1989 at both the Huntington Beach Historical Society and at
the Special Collections section ol the California State University, Long
Beach, Library.

20. Ray Stricklin, interview by Barbara Milkovich, 15 February 1988.

21. " Long Beach Paper Tells of Oil Field," Huntington Beach News, 5
August 1921.

22, Delbert Higgins, **Oil Fields. A Briel History of the Oil Fields at
Huntington Beach, Calilornia,” December 1976, typescript, Central
Library. Huntington Beach, California. Herealter cited as “Oil Fields.™

23. *0Oil News of the Mesa District,” Huntington Beach News, 2 July
1920. Ray Stricklin, whose father designed and built the bunkhouses,
has described them as long structures with about twenty individual
rooms to a building. Each room was furnished with an iron bed and a
dresser. Altogether, according to Stricklin, there were twelve to fourteen
of these buildings, plus a recreation hall, cook house, and four shower
buildings. Ray Stricklin, interview by Barbara Milkovich, 14 December
1987. Settlements grew up around the perimeter of the oil field on the
inland side for oil workers and their families. These settlements included
Liberty Park, subdivided by Texaco employees, and Ocean View and
Boulevard Gardens, both Standard Oil employee tracts. See Higgins,
*0il Fields.” Midway City. also begun in response to the housing crisis,
still exists, but the others have been assimilated into Huntington Beach.

24, The Chamber of Commerce claimed merchants were losing an
estimated $50,000 in monthly income because the oil-related families
lived elsewhere.

25. Albert Watkins, interview by Barbara Milkovich, 22 April 1989.

26. These measured 10 x 16 feet and each had a 4 x 12 oot kitchen
tent behind it. *Robert Wright to Build 50 Houses,” Huntington Beach
News, | July 1921; City of Huntington Beach, **Minutes of the Board of
Trustees Meeting,” 20 June 1921, Higgins, in *Oil Fields,” refers to the
site as “cardboard alley.”

27. Huntington Beach News, 21 April 1922.

28. Ibid., 19 May 1921. Because Huntington Beach was incorporated
as a sixth-class city, its governing body was called the Board of Trustees.
The chairman acted as a mayor, with the board equivalent to a city
council.

29, City ol Huntington Beach, “*Minutes of the Board ol Trustees
Meeting,™ 4 April 1921.

30. FFae Clapp, interview by Barbara Milkovich, 20 Apnl 1987,

31. Huntington Beach News, 17 February 1928,

32. Had the trustees attempted to lease the park property in the
Town Lot area for drilling, it would have reverted to the original owner,
the Huntington Beach Company.

33. The school districts did have oil-bearing land and used the
attendant profit to finance expansion. The firm of Allison and Allison
designed the high school, part of which—the tower and auditorium—
remains as an outstanding example of the 1920s Lombard style. The
1933 post-carthquake elementary school in Huntington Beach, now
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