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C_|ty Q? I .s On'é of the mest Ilvable

By CHRISTINE L. PETERSON :
The Orange County Register : -

- BUNTINGTON, BEACH De-

spite recent reports of gang.ac- -

tivity and a stabbing blamed on
raéism, the city continués fo gar-'
ner; awards for being a: good
place to live.

This week’s two Helen Putnam
horors are for a branch library
and; literacy program in a pre-
dominantly Hispanic neighbor-
hood and for an efficient, reve-
nué-generating ambulance pro-
gram.

Dyuring his presentatmn of the
honors Thursday, Gov. Pete Wl.l-
soni-mentioned only two cities in-

thetate as examples to others in .

compating gang violence — Hun-.
tington Beach and San Mateo.

Wilson commended the city’s -
ability to implement effective lo-" -
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' Cal government The cxry uses

enforcement and preventmn to
combat gangs.

Police spokesman Mike Kelly
said the department credits its
success in part to community-

" oriented policing, where citizens

collaborate with police to solve

" problems at the neighborhood

level. That form of policing has
worked .in the Oak View neigh-

borhood, Kelly said, in concert

with the literacy program and
strict code enforcement.
Mayor Dave Sullivan said the

library award complements the

. diversity of the city and the bene-
fits of “working together:' The
Ocean View School District sold
the land to the city for $1 to build

thelibrary, and now children and.

adults benefit from the literacy
program. &

“It’s reale a successful effort.
The pressure 'of joining gangs is

- there,”” Sullivan said. “They are

trymg to show there is a real ben-
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you“stack that . up‘,agam
skinhead problem, which'we are
dealing. with.”: - A

City offzczals adrm ity is |
not perfect, but, they-say antiso- |
cial incidents -tend .'to -attract
more attention to the’ 01ty than all
the good news. :

* “Whenever you get an award
it’s always a two-edged sword, X
Kelly said in regard to police ac-
tivity. ““You like 'the recogn'tlon
but it challenges you.”!

b-
bing of ‘an American udlan ‘al-
legedly by-a skinhead;: the Clty -
Council this -week voted -unani-
mously to establish-a human' re-
lations task force to deal with so-
cial problems as’they arise.

The council this week also es-
tablished a task force — includ-
ing police; code enforcemenl; offi-
cers and representatlves of the,

. city attorney’s ‘office — to deal
efit to educahon It s really nice .

with so-called gang houses.



