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Juntington Beach Rated ‘America’s Safest City’

)esignation: Kansas

blisher ranks large U.S.
nicipalities based on recently
ased FBI crime statistics for
3. Santa Ana places 29th.

\LAN EYERLY
IAL TO THE TIMES

untington Beach, known for its surfing,
eaches and its laid-back lifestyle, was
ed “America’s Safest City” Thursday
1 Kansas-based publisher using FBI
e statistics.
vo other California cities placed at the
of the list—Glendale was rated second
Fremont, in the San Francisco Bay
,, was ranked third. Santa Ana, the
other Orange County city included in
rankings, placed 29th. Atlanta was
1 as the least safe of the 93 cities
eyed.
organ Quitno Press, publisher of “City
e Rankings,” based its: findings on
statistics released last month by the

Crime Rankings

Huntington Beach rates as the safest of the nation’s largest cities, according to a
new reference book. The cities’ rankings reflect the crime rate, with the lowest.
rank possible being a 1.00 if a city had the lowest rate in each of six categones _
Here are the five safest c1t1es and the five least safe: :
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FBI. The new reference guide compares
large American cities in terms of overall
rates of violent crime. It also looks specifi-
cally at rates of murder, forcible rape,
aggravated assault, robbery and property

crime.

The findings contrast with a survey
released last spring by Money magazine
that rated Irvine as the nation’s safest large
city in terms of violent crime.

An FBI study released around the same
time last year ranked Irvine as the sev-
enth-safest U.S. city, with a crime rate of
39.9 crimes per 1,000 residents. Huntington
Beach was ranked below Irvine, with a
crime rate of 48.6 per 1,000 inhabitants.

The fact that California cities swept the
top three places in the Morgan Quitno
survey came as a surprise to Scott Morgan,
president of the publishing firm.

““Across the board, Huntington Beach did
well—that’s why it ended up on top,”
Morgan said. “We didn’t exactly think it
was going to be California towns one, two,
three. You think of California as a great
place, but a little wild.”

Morgan Quitno's 300-page reference
guide, which will sell for $19.95 at book-
stores, is a new addition for the Lawrence,
Kan., firm. The company publishes three
other annual statistical guides commonly
found in public libraries: “Crime State
Rankings,” “Health Care State Rankings”
and “State Rankings."”

Huntington Beach’s No. 1 ranking was
good news for city officials, who have been
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struggling since December to cope
with Orange County’s financial cri-
sis.

“This is great,” said Deputy City
Administrator Richard Barnard.
“We knew it, but it's nice to see
somebody else give us recognition
based on the activity we have in
the community.”

Barnard acknowledged that the
city of 190,000 residents “gets a lot
of bad press” for drawing rowdy
crowds on the Fourth of July. But
the holiday trouble needs to be put
in perspective, he said.

“It's a day when we have maybe

300,000 people come to a parade,”
he said. “They party within the
bounds of reason and have a good
family outing.”

This fact is often overlooked by
the media, he said, which focuses
instead “on the young people who
get out of hand.”

Barnard said Huntington Beach
is a “well-maintained, clean com-
munity” with a “very participato-
ry” style of government.

“We have very active recrea-
tional programs for youth; we have
an excellent educational system,”
he said. ““We have a lot of nonprofit
agencies that provide services we
need.”

And when there is a problem,
Barnard said, the community tends
to pull together rather than “just
pury our head in the sand and
pretend it doesn’t exist.”

Police Chief Ronald E. Lowen-
berg said he is “cautiously optimis-
tic" about the survey results.

“I'm quite pleased, especially in
light of the fact that we find
ourselves in a much larger metro-
politan area called Southern Cali-
fornia,” he said. Lowenberg was
referring to the regional prepon-
derance of drugs, gangs and “what
appears tobe a trend of our society
becoming increasingly more vio-
lent.”

The police chief credited the
city’s transition to community-ori-
ented policing as one of the reasons
for the No. 1 safety ranking.

“We try to do the best we can in
getting a cross-section of the com-
munity to give us an honest evalu-
ation of what the city looks like
and what we need to do to control
crime,” he said.

News of the city's ranking comes
at a time when there are 27 Police
Department vacancies—both civil-
ian and sworn officers. Lowenberg
said this was caused by an “inordi-

nate number of retirements” and a larly acute when hundreds of thou-
tight city budget in the wake of the sands of visitors crowd onto the
county bankruptcy. city's -éight miles of beaches, he
When the department is at full  said.
staffing, it has a ratio of 1.2 officers “Thank God most of those people
for every 1,000 residents, Lowen- decide to behave themselves," he
berg said. The statewide municipal said. “But some of them don't.”
average is 1.8 officers per 1,000 Lowenberg was heartened by
residents. The department is au- the fact that the city's ranking was
thorized to have 235 police officers,  based on 1993 statistics. The city’s
Lowenberg said. 1994 crime rate actually dropped
“We say that we're already un- slightly, he said.
derstaffed,” he said, “so to have “If they're making us No. 1 in
any vacancy at all exacerbates that 1993, we're in pretty good shape for
problem.” the next couple of years,” he said.
The situation becomes particu- “Maybe we'll ‘three-peat.’ "
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OVER 1,000 BOOTHS ¢ 213,000 SQ. FT.
24 HOURS SECURITY » LOW MONTHLY RATES « MONTH TO MONTH LEASE

A new alternative for you - no more waking up at
4 a.m.!! No more packing and unpacking!!
Featuring a large Home Improvement Center,
Sports Memorabilia, Antiques & Crafts Section.

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR BOOTH!
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