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Soon after t h e  year  1900 the r a i s i n g  of ce le ry  had shrunk from bOOO acres  
tie 3000 and tt.e farmers were looking far addi t ional  crops t o  grow i n  the 
Nuntington Osach a r e a  and e s p c i a l l y  on the  nlarginal land t h a t  contained sm$ 
a lka l i .  It was found that sugar bee t s  ware a good crop and very well su i ted  
for t h e  land. b sugar m i l l  had been h u i l t  a t  Los Alamitos i n  1895 and ra i l road  
f a o i l i t i e s  with 3 bee t  dunips were provided on the Huntington Reach-Smeltzer 
l ine .  hsD p l a n t s  were b u i l t  l a t e r  i n  Santa Ana and one i n  dnsheim to handle the  
locreased crop. 
9y t h e  year  1906 susa r  bee t s  was a very subs tan t ia l  crop i n  t h e  Huntington ' 
I)e9ch,Kestminster,Fountain va l l ey  areas. Fanners were shippihg LC0 t o  9 0  *OnS 
pe r  day a t  an average $5.50 pe r  ton o r  over $200,000.00 per crop. the b e t a  
were hauled t o  the  siding*&he bee t  loading dumps were locaked and rnany 
teens  of horses hooked t o  the  wagon t o  p u l l  it up the  inc l ine  t o  the  top where 
it was' t i l t e d  and t h e  bee t s  loaded i n t o  open r a i l road  gondola cars. F u l l  t r a i n s  
d a i l y  made t h e  t r i p  t o  the  re f iner ies .  The beeta had a sugsr content of from 
23 t o  25% ard t h e  beeta weighed up t o  bO pounds each. E l e c t r i c  Ca, 
During 1908 t h e  fanners i n  t h e  eastern va l ley  pemuaded the  ~ a c i f i c / t o  construct  

a ra i l road  fram Huntington Peach t o  Santa Ina and build four beet  dumps. %is 
was completed i n  1909. 

I n  1909 the  Xolly Sugar Company, a Colorado Company had decided t o  locate  a 
re f inery  i n  Huntington Seach and entered i n t o  negotiation with the  Buntington 
&ach Company,Subdividers of the  Garfield .\nnex indus t r iz l  subdivision,f o r  
a l a rge  p l o t  of land located a t  Garfield and Gothard s t r ee t s .  Negotiaticns 

, w r e  completed and l n  1911 the  p lan t  was constructai.$!any qual i f ied WOF~WS 
were brought out  frum lfolly and Swink Colorado t o  construct  snd operate the  
plant. Wr Anthony Tovatt was tke  Eoginser i n  charge of building the plant  
and a Mr. Johnson was the  General Xanager i n  charge of operating it. The 
p l an t  consis ted of a f i n e  br ick o f f i c e  building,sugar re f in ing  mil1,large 
sugar s torage varehouse and a beaut i fu l  two s tory home f o r  the  manager. Tbe 
a rea  was well landscaped and a show place. 

We y e a f i  c rop  was ref ined a f t e r  harvest time i n  the f a l l  of the  year,caasing 
the  m i l l  t o  r u n  from 3 t o  b months then placing the  sugar i n  s h r z g e  f o r  year  
round delivery. From its existence i n  1911 to  1922 it was a major sonrce of 
of employment f o r  many persons livinp: i n  the  area a s  these were lean years  
f o r  the  a rea  and a f t e r  each summer season t o u r i s t  business dropped off and 

' 

harvest  season arrived t t ,ere  wae l i t t l e  employment except agriculture. 
Durirgthe years  1917-2918 the  operation of t h e  ref inery was v3.tal due t o  tha 

.need f o r  sti[!jlr during tho war yaa r s  and the  ahortnge t h a t  axiotod and the  
suyar was iniwediately put i n t o  urre. 
The end of 1920 hrour-ht an o i l  boom t o  t h e  r r ea  end the . ~ u ~ a r  m i l l  war, 

c lo re  t o  t h e  een tor  of o i l  operution:!. F'ive rai lrond 3 i d i r 1 ~ e  we:w c ~ n t t r ~ ~ c t o ( t  
inisiediataly south of the  6ur:ar ref inary and t r a in s  ket-e being loaded witti o i l  
2h houraper day Find o i l  f i e l d  lurlber and machinery unloaded conetantly s l th  
grea t  congcsticn f o r  the area. 
By 1924 It wacpound advi?oble t o  di.scontinue ref inin$ of suzar and use t h e  groporty 

f o r  o i l  f i e l d  purposes. I n  1925 .3r Anthony Tovatt,vhc bad supervised construct%o;on 
of the  p l an t  was again Sroupht out from Color do t o  dissaxble the  p l an t  and 
take i t  t o  'lorrington tJyornin2 &ore it stands today. 

thq Holly Sugar Company hat1 formed an c i l  company cnder tho name kbolly C i l  
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