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Located across the Pacific Coast Highway from the ocean, the Huntington Inn was popular - ~ 

witb vacationers. - 
During the Spanish and Mexican periods, the area that included 
the future Huntington Beach was part of the great rancho granted 
to Manuel Nieto in 1784. Later, when this rancho was divided, the 
area was on the portion named Rancho Las Bolsas. Abel Stearns 

acquired the property in the 1860s and continued to use it for pasture land 
for his extensive cattle holdings. 

When the first American settlers discovered that the beach below the 
prominent bluff had a vast deposit of shells, they gathered them as a 
poultry feed supplement. The beach was called Shell Beach for several 
years before urban development began. 

Duringthe 1870s and 18809, the boundaries of the Rancho Las Bolsas and 
that of the Rancho Santa Ana de Santiago were challenged by settlers who 

some of the land was not part of either rancho. Because owner- 
s risky until the dispute was finally settled, the area did not 
legally inhabited as fast as other parts of what was to become 

Orange County. Squatters were a fact of life on marshy land. Because one 
of them, a preacher named Isaac Hickey, lived in the marshes southeast 
of the bluff, the area became known as Gospel Swamp. 

+ Northwest of the bluff lay the Bolsa Chica, a salt water marsh. South- 
east of it was the delta of the Santa Ana River. Because of special 
geological features, Huntington Beach is one of the richest oil fields in 
California and was the major discovery by Standard Oil in 1920. 

115 
~ W * O ( I U K # : W  

7111 1-A- 
~rnby~Bndt,u- 










