
"THE ATLANTIC CITY 
OF THE PACIFIC COAST" 

The legacy of Robert Northam can still 
be seen today in the southern California 
communities he helped found, including La 
Mirada, La Habra, and Whittier. Northam's 
spirit of boosterism was also shared by Henry 
Huntington's Huntington Beach Company, 
who in the early 1900's looked to develop 
Northam's former ranch into a booming 
resort. 

However, even with the extension of rail 
service along the coast, Huntington Beach 
experienced only modest expansion. With 
the discovery of oil in 1919, though. Hunting- 
ton Beach quickly developed into a boom 
town, eventually growing into one of the 
state's largest oil fields. Industrial wccess 
also led to commercial and residential growth 
on a massive scale, and today Huntington 
Beach has grown into the city of the original 
founders' dreams. 

Through it all, the Northam Ranch 
House remained at the center of the city's 
transformation. The mansion served as a 
headquarters for the Huntington Beach 
Company, and as a private residence for 
succeeding generations of company manag- 
ers. Over the course of the century, the 
Northam Ranch House came to symbolize the 
Huntington Beach Company. 

A view of the port cochere following the 
jire. The blaze left the mansion a complete 
ruin. 

A LEGACY LOST 

By the turn of the millennium, the open 
expanses of ranch land smundi ig  Robert 
Northam's mansion had long been @aced 
by modern commercial and residential devel- 
opments. The home itself had been aban- 
doned several years earlier, and the future of 
the historic site lay in doubt. 

Tragically, the night of March 22, 2000 
saw the Northam Ranch House destroyed in 
an intense blaze that left the mansion in ruins. 

Following the fire, developers, city 
officials and a local architecture firm collabo- 
rated in salvage operations. Several histori- 
cally significant artifacts were salvaged from 
the rubble, while measured drawings were 
prepared using the surviving elements of the 
mansion's foundation. Finally, a historic 
marker was constructed using brick from the 
original foundation of the Northam Ranch 
House. 
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For almost a centwy, the Northam 
Ranch House stood watch as a small 
seaside town grew into a beautiful city. 
Today, the mansion is gone, but the 
Northam Ranch House has lefi an 
indelible mark on the history of Hun- 
tington Beach. 
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