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(This is the first of a series of articles written for The Regiater
orn the early hiztory of ﬂuntlngton Beachs These articles will appsar
jrom time fto time and will trace the progress of the beach oil center

(0 until the

limilar to the romantic orizin of Kansas
fezach, as 2 town site was conceived in t
an

stopping his horses and sepring wagon on

rhe srammar school now stands, near the
leorse MePhee, at that time city editor
Anz, turned to W. T. Newland, the owner

exclaimeds
"My goodness, what a place this
WiOTE

wenuld be
BOCSTER ARTICLE

City and Lonz Beac
&

he dream conceived by a newspape

the ridge of the hill where
crest of Seventeenth streest,
of the Weckly Blade of Santa
and driver of the team and

for a town,.,"

True 4o his imaginative foresight, Mr. McPhee returned fto Santa Ans and
wreote the flrst boogter zrticle ever printed about Huntington Peach.

In his issue of Friday,August U4, 1829, Mr. McPhee heaed » s=thirds

of a pazge article, '”hP ”1llnwspeatlﬁuﬁq, A Poor Man's Paradise,”

Tittle did he realize that this 3uma "poor man's paradise” would some day
e a rich man's stamping ground Little did even his fertile imagina=-

3 I streteh of vast peat
two to feet nearly all the y=ar" as
werld's richest treaswes - underls
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lands "mo

nid with oil all of the
STARTED
But he nictured enough te give a group of mon the nucleus

gt of it under water frc
the storehouse of one of the
year.

plan of vﬂVﬂlopmenl. he srared no space in writing about

this section as a poor man's opportunity and deseribed in

Land of the fﬁrmers who had already taken the plunge onto

lavidz and were making sitesdy progress toward success.

imong the names he mentioned were John 5S¢ Bughard, E. S Talbert, Silas
fricht, B‘ lnurr ges, Fred Bs Milla, J. V. FCUE?*%“T, Brice Wardlow,

¥ Do lamb, J. W. King, and his friend, W, T. Newlands

lri describing the latter's homesite he says it is on a shell mound which
8 3vidnntly the site of an anclent Indian village.”" And to those who
jave been rrivileged 1o inspect the remarkable collecticns of Indian re

the

led to wonder azain at this man's

in concluding seven columns the subje
"ith zuech a ricn valley as a feeder it
}f an enthusiast to picture, in the not
mpped by two railrcads and situated on
thousands of acres of. ri cb hotiom lands
a ziven in this article

em=1lest basket in the world ccmpiled by Mrs.
kncewledge of the

Newland,
“poor man's paradise.

gt MNr. McPhee

Phee sayst

should not be considered the
distant future, a thriving town,
1es3 at the western edge of
n imperfect description
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And 1little by little, Mr. McPhee's oft~repeated “uzlﬁ'ify 0
brought interest to this new region as publicity is wont to
1302 twenty men, thirteen from Los Angeles and seven from Sa

na

includinz some of the “native" farmers such as Mr. 5?%14“0,
investment rescurces and bought 1600 acres for $100,200,

That was the orlran of the present Hurtington Beach c¢m“any and

of the present Huntington Beach.
{(T0 BE CONTINUED)

"HUNTINGTON BEACH WAS 'FACIFIC'CITY IN FOUNDING DAYS"™

HISTORY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH (CONTINUED.)

¥

for 2100 000 by a group of twenty megn. And now they had th

wera they to secure the houses and the to put on the

Newport Beach furnished the first house for W. T. Newland,

company who owned ths prospective "Paclflc City," furniched
horses and the necessary implements to drag in the firsi rec
Unfortunately, it has long been burned 3ni only those who 1=

bring it in and a few of the old residents of Newpori Donch
in the general laugh that went up from that city, remember
stood "somewhere on First sireet, '

LIFE BEGAN TO APPEAR
For two yﬂqrs there was a gradual awakening of 1ife in the
Lots on Ocean front establishcd their permanent reputation
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most valuable by selling, or advertising themselves for sale, at @anGO
apiece. Those on Main Stireet, for the main thoroughfa acquired its
name ear]v in the annals of history, followed by a “]o second at £25,00

apiece. And the rest of land? ©Ch, had there been scme ‘al

in thoge ploneers' ears what ’1owed under the ﬁrt““ﬂ how 1ittle ¢t

wouid have worried about what flowed over the zround duri
season, when the majority of its were valued from &1C 1o

It began to look as though the folk in Newport Beach might not have laughed
in vain, when in the spring of 1904 an 9VLﬂ+ DCPU”“Fd which
0of the town. On July fourth, 190&, the Pacific Eleectric ra

Y’“F

n

car into the city. Not that there had been no COPmUﬂl"”tion
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Indeed there had. During 1903-1504 the Souihern racific ran

lation train through Pacific City twice a week. You arrive

+

2 d

c’clock and had your choice of remaining two hours until the

pulled out, or waiting three days unitil it pulled in again.

who say three day guesis were possibilities, but never realit
Y £ ¢

It was at this transformation
Indebted to Mr. Huntington cof

to whisper

+ o
VRS
.._‘_‘i

aved the
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all acommnc~-
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stock in the company owning the city, for which he paid some of the
original owners seventeen cents a share, to guarantee his railroad's

right of way, the town rewarded his investment by changing

cognomen to Huntington Beach, However, C. W, CGates, Los Angeles, and hi

And they named it "Pacific City," this 1600 acres of willow lands, purchased
land, how

1and?
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associates retained the ccntrolllr» interest in the company, and
this cvntrclli‘v interest which was transferred a few weeks aro ,
=tandard 0il company at a figure repeatedly rumored %o have teen around
the FZ0.000,00G mark. Quite a contrast tc the seventeen cents a share
prorosition!

BOOM BEGAN IN 1905
Of course there came a booms Not immediztely, but graduvally, for no
apparent reason excepit the cptimlsw of the property owners and the
tenants of the seven cor eight residences then in the “City" and their
»ersistent boo*iin;, until in June, 1905, a regular Southern California
land boom was in full swing., And according te all reports it was not
aqualled even by the one which followed the discovery of o¢il.

AL this time there was one house in town which bvozsted laths and plaster,
2 d Manning had moved intc that one in the fall of 1904, As said
before, there were only about eight residences. Walter Smith ran the
grocary store in a build‘n, which cecupied practically the same spot

as the HuntingtonBeach Hardware company does today. He handed out the
mail, brought in on 1or33b:cr from the recesses of an old piano box
marked with a conspicuc "P.0." Yet, 2t thic same time, one could stand
ov vnﬂ site of ine erULPT plot and count 1wnnty-P'vc real estate signs
without changing position.

for lots, they were "out of sight,” and yet they scld., Inside lois

changed hands for $2,000 and $3,000 qc;ece. In Tact, real estate reached
a figure not vet exceeded by the oil time prices.
BUT THE BUEBLE BURST

Then it was all over. By Auvgust people awakened, They realized that

it had been a false boom with no solid commodity or 1wdu”br3 to sponsor it
The real estate 51gno came down, the “5F 3lack;" left town, and the
setilers resumed their routine everyday life, getting thelr mzil from the
dopthq of the pianc box, buying the'r votatoes by the pound from Waltsr
uith, since

he Cﬂuldn't zet enough to sell them by the bag, and leaving
their doors, which were "innoce wi" c“ lock and Pﬁv,'
they took the car to the 51g city for a holiday, I
settled down to the work of making "Huntington Beac
in the regular routine way,

The growth was gradual, very gradual. In 1909 the city was incorporated
and the first city council chosen. ‘n 1910 the first census was taken,
attributing HJ*1n{uo* Beach with atotal population cf 815 people, which
by 1920 had just double, totalling 1,687 town feolk,

And from that first census.....{article was not finished)




	070730-1.pdf
	070730-2.pdf
	070730-3.pdf

