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Rapid growth during the 1960s. inspired changes within the California coastal community of 
Huntington Beach. Population growth and a series of annexations greatly increased the 
city's size, power structure, and stressed its existing facilities. Deteriorating conditions of the 
City Hall caused by age and increased numbers of city employees, a response to Huntington 
Beach's growth, soon overwhelmed the capabilities of the exi'sting municipal facilities. In 
response to this growth, the necessity for a new city hall became apparent. The decision to 
build new facilities did not create a conflict, bur the location for the site became 
controversial. This controversy was ignitedfrom competing concerns of groups representing 
the original residents living on the coast and residents from the newly annexed areas. Oral 
history interviews that extract information from those intimate with the subject document the 
controversy surrounding the decision for the new city hall's location. These memories, 
combined with other primary and secondary sources, describe the city's growth and 
emergence of competing political groups. Despite controversy, a centrally located site was 
chosen to better serve all residents and a state of the art civic center was built and completed 
in 1974. 
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T he Huntington Beach civic center, currently located at the comer of Main Street and Yorktown 
Avenue, is a state of the art facility that stands as a symbol of the city's population growth during 

the late 1960s and early 1970s. Standing in its present location for over twenty years, the civic center 
site may not seem that important to the general public or the city's large population. Yet, a civic center 
is something that aU large towns need and Huntington Beach is no exception The need for the facility 
never became an issue. However, the battle over the location for the civic center seemed to be a hot- 
button political issue. A look back on the location struggle today reveals the history of Huntington 
Beach and offers a glimpse into the politics of those exciting times. 

Historical Background 
The period of the 1960s marked a shifted change for Huntington Beach. Prior to that time, the city 

had been primarily a petroleum and agricultural town The on@ city limits of 1909 had been 3.57 
miles along the beach near what today is called the downtown area. Beginning in 1957 the city began a 
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