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1905 = 1990

Oon December 29,
1895, 14 people met in
the old Ocean View
Schoolhouse at Smeltzer
(now Edinger) and
Huntington Beach Blvd.,
to plan a  church for
Huntington Beach.

For 10 years this
growing dgroup met in
several scattered
locations; homes, small
buildings, and even
tents. Finally, a
permanent 1location was
obtained in a bicycle
shop at 6th and Walnut on
January 5, 1905. At this
time the church hired its
first minister, Mr. L. C.
Haulman.

In 1906, a larger
room for services was
obtained over the
building at Main and
Walnut, and in 1907 the
group moved again, this
time across the street to
quarters behind what was
then the Security Pacific
National Bank, and what
is now the new parking
facility for the city.
J. R. Jolly was minister
at this time. During his
ministry, the property at
the corner of 8th and
Orange was purchased May
20, 190s8. A new church

was erected and was to
serve the people for 48
years.

Still a significant
point of interest is the
church bell used
faithfully every Sunday
morning (and sometimes in
between times by fun
loving boys) at 8th and
Orange. The bell was
donated by Mr. and Mrs.
W. T. Newland in 1911,
and presently rests in
the courtyard of our two
church schools. The use
of the bell stimulated
the purchase of bells by
other churches in
Huntington Beach. The
competing bell ringing on
Sunday prompted the City

Council to pass an
ordinance that no bell
ringing would be

permitted during the
hours of 6:00 a.m. to
9:00 p.m. for more than
20 minutes.

From 1908 until 1922
the church was served by
a number of ministers.
On 'March 5, 1909 the
church completed its
inecorporation and
established its legal
existence.



On September 27,
1922,
James G.
Hurst
w a s
called
to mini-
ster to
A R T -
growing
c o n -
grega-
t irsednts
H 1 s
coming
w a S
described by the daughter
of one of our charter
members as, "The biggest
event of that time, and
just what our 1little
church needed." In
addition to his ministry
in Huntington Beach, he
was instrumental in
starting Pacific Bible

Seminary, (now Pacific .

Cchristian College) and
became its fiest
president. Dr. Hurst's

dedicated ministry would
last for 31 years.

After World War II,
with returning military
and the influx of new
people to this small oil
town, growth proved the
motivation to plan the
purchase of property at
Lake and Orange for a new
church site. Planning,
however, was temporarily
halted by the untimely
death of Dr. Hurst on
December 24, 1953.

In March of 1954,
Everett
Auger
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most in the minds of the
leaders. It was
determined that the
property at Lake and
Orange would not be the
best location for a
church, so the property
was sold and the property
at 1207 Main Street
purchased, and plans made
for a new sanctuary.
Land purchase would be
417,500« for two  acres,
and construction of the
new sanctuary would bke
$105,000. Scme of the
members questioned the
move, because they were
concerned how the older
members would get to
church so far out of
town. Everett's saying
was "Hats Off to the
Past, but Coats Off to
the Future," and his 5
years of ministry proved
the same.
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most in the minds of the
leaders. It was
determined that the
property at Lake and
Orange would not be the
best location for a
church, so the property
was scld and the property
at 1207 Main Street
purchased, and plans made
for a new sanctuary.
Land purchase would be
$17,500 for two acres,
and construction of the
new sanctuary would be
$105,000. Some of the
members questioned the
move, because they were
concerned how the older
members would get to
church so far out of
town. Everett's saying
was "Hats Off to the
Past, but Coats Off to
the Future," and his 5
years of ministry proved
the same.

In June of 1959,

Thomas
W. Over-
ton was
called
to mini-
ster to
the chu-
rch. He
served
wi.i. £ h
dedica-
tion and
distinc-

t 18 ey,
and many
souls were won to Christ
during his 27 years of
service. In 1974, he was
president of the North
American Christian
Convention held in
Anaheim. In - 1976, an
adjoining 5 acres of land
was purchased for $35,000
per acre (now valued at
$1,000,000 or more per

acre in 1990), and in
1980 a new sanctuary was
started with first

services being held there
Easter Sunday, April 3,
1983. Under his
leadership a preschool
was established in 1967.
Currently the Early
Childhood Development
Center 1is directed by
Linda Marsh, Director for
the past 18 years, and
has an enrollment of 180
students.

Huntington Christian
School was begun in 1981,
and currently offers

kindergarten through
fifth grades. Enrollment
for the coming school
year (1990-91) 1is over
two hundred students.
Ron Pearson is completing

his first year as
Principal.

Tom Overton was
promoted to glory, April
4, 1986. His favorite
scripture was "Sir, we

would see Jesus."
In April of 1987,
Robert =
Shannon
came to
serve as
Senior
Mini-
s t er
having
had many
fruat-=
il u 1
years in
a suc-
cessful
chureh
ministry, and also on the
foreign mission field
serving with "Taking
Christ to the Millions."
His expertise in
extemporaneous preaching
and faithfulness in
calling brought many new
members into the church.
However, a call from the
mission field shortened
his stay and he returned
to Austria in April 1988.




On October 2, 1988,

Brucae
Temple- 2
ton ac- Should
cepted a .
call as |
Senior
Mini- |
ster.
He came
w 1 -t 'h
not
great
s n Fhwm= Michael Farra
:nlda = 2 be Minist:rFofﬁi’outh
determi- i bl i 4
nation to fill our 1,000 _
seat auditorium twice on
Sunday morning. With his Concerned
love for people and his
anconpronising
presentation -~ of the about
Scripture, the church is
well on its way to
meeting this goal.
that

Also helping to meet
this goal are the other
staff members: Michael
Farra, Minister of Youth great _Ron Hewsld
and Family, Roger 4 Minister of Mus
Blumenthal, Children's
Minister, Don Sewell, .
Minister of Music, Ron C]Ty?”
Pearson, Principal, P
Huntington Christian '
School, and Linda Marsh, .
Director, Early Childhood Jonah 4:11 i
Development Center. ‘

Ron Pearson, Principal
Huntington Christian School
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A LOOK AHEAD...

I 1love ships! I
love to go out to the
beach and watch the sail
boats, with full sail to
the wind, as they pass
along the horizon. But
the ones I love most are
not the mechanical giants
that lumber along, slowly
but methodically. What I
love to see is that full
sailed schooner or
clipper with what seems
to be a dozen sails
bulging in the breeze,
moving along
majestically. That, is a
sight to behold!

That is the way I
picture the church.
There are churches that
resemble the big tankers
or cruise ships, that
motor along mechanically,
making their way from
port to port, slashing
their way through life's
waters, getting the job
done. And there is
nothing wrong with that.

But what inspires my
heart is to see a church
sailing gloriously along,
with God's wind at Her
back yielding to the way
He moves Her.

First Christian
Church has been sailing
now for 85 years. At
times, the waters have
been rough, nearly
crushing Her hull, and
yet She sails on! Other
sailors would have turned
back, or worse, abandoned

ship. And yet, She sails
on!

What lies ahead? I
wish I knew. I cannot
say there will be smooth
sailing from here on out!
Because as long as Satan
is Prince of this world,
we know there will be
seas that will test us
over and over again!

Let me tell you what
I see ahead! I see First
Christian Church as a
glorious, majestiec,
schooner at full sail!
In Jesus Christ we have
an experienced captain to
see us through 1life's

storms and rough waters!

I see God's gentle breeze
moving us along,
directing us toward lives
drifting in a sea of
humanity. I see us on a
life saving mission,
snatching people from the
icy waters of death and
destruction. '

Friends, we are
sailing on the "014 S8hip
of Zion the Church
Triumphant!" aAnd while
our passage into the next
century may not always be
on glassy seas, some dark
clouds may gather in the
sky, WE WILL SAIL ON!
Jesus, guides this Ship,
and while He is at the
helm we are safe! 8So let
us be about our mission
and sail into the 21st
century victoriously!
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