
Downtown Economic Development Committee 
Meeting Notes 

 
August 23, 2007 ~ 8:30 AM 

Civic Center Lower Level 
Meeting Room B-8 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Council: Mayor Pro Tem Debbie Cook; Council Member Jill Hardy 
 
Staff: Paul DaVeiga; Herb Fauland; Kellee Fritzal; Jim Jones; Naida Osline;  
 Nova Punongbayan; Chris Rey; Mike Reynolds; Stanley Smalewitz; Bob Stachelski; 

Catherine Von Holle 
 
Public: Bob Bolin Steve Daniel; Steve Grabowski; Ron McLin; Connie Pedenko Joe Shaw;  
 Doug Traub 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Cook called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. and asked the committee to 
introduce themselves. 
 
Public Comments 
Bob Bolen, BID member, expressed concern about “glass etching” graffiti and suggested additional 
police presence at night to try and stop this type of vandalism.  He was also concerned about 
traffic on Tuesday nights in the alley behind his business.  Bolen commented on a recent Register 
newspaper article about the city turning Main Street into a pedestrian mall.  Smalewitz replied that 
the city had hired two consulting firms to study and update the downtown specific and parking 
master plan, but there were no new plans for a pedestrian mall. 
 
Bicycle Racks Presentation - Mayor Pro Tem Cook reported: 
Mayor Pro Tem Cook provided a presentation on worldwide bicycle transportation and storage.  
She noted that bicycles were a main form of transportation in many countries and would like to 
encourage Huntington Beach residents to ride their bicycles more often.   
 
Downtown Specific and Parking Master Plan Update - Paul Da Veiga reported: 
DaVeiga reported that City Council approved the contract to hire consultants in August to update 
the Downtown Specific and Parking Master Plan.  The firms of RRM Design Group and Kimley-Horn 
& Associates were selected.  These consultants and staff held a kick-off meeting to discuss how 
best to reach the public for their input for this update.  DaVeiga explained that public meetings 
and public workshops would be held in November and December; parking counts would be taken; 
surveying people on the streets would be done; and questionnaires would be mailed in the water 
bills.  Council has directed staff to maximize the development of the downtown area.  Satellite 
parking and shuttling during specific events will also be discussed. 
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Downtown Issues 
Downtown Huntington Beach Business Association Report – Steve Daniel reported: 
Steve Daniel reported that the BID budget is complete and it will be going before City Council for 
approval.  He said that Tuesday nights continue to be successful.  He added that the BID has been 
approved for their non-profit status and they have purchased the necessary insurance.  Regarding 
future Main Street closures, Daniel noted that the following events have been scheduled: 
 

• September 15 – 16. Surf and Art Walk.  There will be surfing bands on the first 
block.  Six restaurants will host artists where the artist will be able to display his/her 
painting.  Huntington Surf and Sport will be sponsoring a fall fashion show. 

• October 20 – 21  Car Show 
• October 31   Annual Halloween Event 

 
Daniel also expressed thanks for the improved condition of the streets and sidewalks in the 
downtown. 
 
Huntington Beach Conference and Visitors Bureau – Doug Traub reported: 
The Bureau is in final negotiations for the Surf City USA Beach Cruiser.  He also said that a second 
rendering of a permanent kiosk is moving through the approval process 
 
Huntington Beach Restaurant Association –  Ron McLin reported:  
McLin expressed concern about the loss of business that the restaurants experienced because of 
the recent power outage.  He added that residents were complaining about disorderly people 
walking through the alleys in the early morning hours and disturbing them.  McLin thanked the city 
for the bicycle racks and added that he is working on their updated restaurant brochure. 
 
Special Events – Naida Osline reported: 
August 25 – Huck Finn Fishing Derby 
September 1 through September 3 - Board Fest 
September 8 - Senior Saturday  
September 8 – BB Smooth Jazz Series at Huntington Central Park 
September 11 – Patriot’s Day 
 
Downtown Development – Herb Fauland reported: 
A City Council ad hoc subcommittee will be formed to study the placement and condition of news 
racks, temporary use permits for downtown activity, and standards for displays in downtown 
Huntington Beach. 
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled from Thursday, September 
27, 2007 at 8:30 a.m., Room B-8 of the Civic Center. 
 


