Ballot language

“Shall proposed Charter
Amendment No. 1, revising and
restating the Charter of the City
of Huntington Beach (excluding
changes to Section 617 entitled
Infrastructure Fund) as set

~ forth in the proposed measure
be approved?”



Impartial Analysis of Measure

This measure would revise and restate the Huntington Beach City Charter, which operates as a
"constitution" for the City and gives it certain powers under California law.

If approved by a majority of those voting on it, the new Charter will become effective on the date
accepted and filed by the California Secretary of State. If not approved by a majority, the
existing Charter will remain in effect. The proposed changes are:

The City’s form of government is changed from Council-Administrator to Council-Manager; the
title of the chief administrative officer of the City is changed from City Administrator to City
Manager. Currently, the City Administrator appoints or removes all non-elected department
heads after review and approval by the City Council. The proposed Charter gives the City
Manager authority to appoint or remove all department heads except elected officials and the
Police Chief without City Council approval. Most other powers and duties of the position
remain the same.

The current Charter requires voter approval for certain projects in city parks or beaches,
including the construction of structures costing more than $100,000. The proposed Charter raises
the cost threshold for such structures to $161,000, and adds an annual Consumer Price Index
adjustment to the cost threshold. Under the proposed Charter, no voter approval would be
required for certain public works utility structures, certain projects mandated by state or federal
law, or certain renewable energy projects. For all projects subject to voter approval, the proposed
Charter requires that appropriate environmental analysis, conceptual cost estimate, and
reasonable project description must be completed and widely disseminated to the public before a
project is submitted to the voters.

The proposed Charter will change numerous other operational aspects and policies of the City:
the Preamble is amended to set forth the values, goals and purpose of the City government; new
qualifications are added for the elected offices of City Clerk, City Treasurer, and City Attorney;
the use of current technology to disseminate information and publish legal notices is required;
elected department heads or their staff are prohibited from negotiating labor contracts on behalf
of the City; new rules are added related to forfeiture of elected city offices, emergency
ordinances, and submittal of the annual city budget to the City Council; threshold amounts for
bidding on public works contracting would be set by ordinance, instead of by Charter; the City's
fiscal year would be established by resolution of the City Council, instead of by ordinance; all
department heads are required to assist and cooperate with the City Manager in administering the
affairs of the City; and no less frequently than every ten years, the City Council is required to
determine whether additional charter review is required.

The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure . A copy of the measure may be

obtained from the City’s website, the City Clerk’s Office or the elections official's office at (714)
536-5227.
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Argument In Favor of Measure

The Huntington Beach City Charter deemed by many as our city’s “Constitution” is the
foundation of our great city and its guiding principles. The Charter defines the responsibilities of
our elected officials, establishes roles for our professional staff, and provides essential
protections to our local rights and community assets. It is a living document meant to reflect the
shared vision we have for our city and the best it represents.

Last year, Huntington Beach commemorated our first centennial. In recognizing this historic
milestone, we celebrated our unique history and paused to reflect on our future. As part of that
reflection, the City Council authorized a commission to review our City Charter to ensure we
were well prepared to meet the opportunities of the next 100 years.

The City Council selected 15 community members to take up the task of independently
reviewing our Charter. The commission included former elected officials, community activists
and volunteers who were stepping forward for the first time. The commission, armed with a
diversity of experience and thought, scrutinized and debated the Charter - section by section.
After a series of meetings lasting 9 months, they delivered a list of recommendations to the City
Council unanimously supported by the group.

The thoughtful recommendations presented for your support bring the City Charter current to our
needs today. The necessary changes establish clear lines of accountability for our management
team, enhance our ability to deliver key information via new technologies, and update financial
benchmarks relevant to our current economic realities.

We respectfully ask for your YES vote on these essential amendments.

Don Hansen, Councilmember, City of Huntington Beach

Keith Bohr, Councilmember, City of Huntington Beach

Joe Carchio, Councilmember, City of Huntington Beach

Devin Dwyer, Councilmember, City of Huntington Beach



