Rebuttal to Argument in Favor of Measure ____

Our community does celebrate the 4th with fireworks. On the Fourth of July, nearly
100,000 visitors come to Huntington Beach for our parade and fireworks display at
the pier.

Many of these visitors make no distinction between “safe and sane” fireworks and
illegal fireworks. In the last two years, during our fireworks experiment, illegal
fireworks activity increased.

In our neighborhoods, where illegal fireworks are shot off in increasing numbers,
many people are forced to drug or board their animals, our residents suffer through
noise pollution, and U.S. war Veterans with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder are
traumatized again and again.

Proponents of fireworks say there were no serious injuries or fires during our two
year trial. They are wrong. There was a small fire caused by fireworks, and it’s
really only a matter of time until we see serious injuries and fires.

The latest statistics from 2013 verified by the American Pyrotechnics Association,
National Council on Firework Safety, show that nearly 12,000 people were injured
by fireworks in the U.S., 45 percent of those injuries were to children under 14 and
children under 5 had the highest per capita rate of fireworks injuries. 400 people
lost their sight in one or both of their eyes in 2013. 20,000 fires were caused by
fireworks in 2013. Four people died.

Our public safety officials - our fire chief and police chief — are right to oppose
legalizing fireworks. Second guessing these safety professionals is dangerous and
we should vote no on fireworks in Huntington Beach.
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