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CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 4077
Adopted by the City Council on FEBRUARY 1, 2016

"AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH AMENDING SECTIONS 5.90.070 AND 5.90.080
OF THE HUNTINGTON BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO FIREWORKS"

SYNOPSIS:

On November 4, 2014, registered voters in the City of Huntington Beach approved Measure T amending the City Charter
to permit the sale, possession, display, use and discharge of safe and sane fireworks, subject to regulation by the City
Council. July of 2015 marked the first year the City facilitated a process set forth by resolution for the orderly distribution
and sale of safe and sane fireworks. The process directed “Qualified Organizations” to apply for a permit to sell fireworks
during a specified timeframe (March 1 through March 31, 2015). The City Clerk and City Manager were responsible to
review/qualify each applicant based on their ability to satisfy requirements set forth in Resolution 2015-04.

The process proved somewhat problematic when applications submitted were incomplete or contained information that
could not be substantiated. Errors most commonly found related to 501(c)(3) status (formed less than one year, taxpayer
ID #s could not be verified); insufficient membership lists (did not contain 20 names residing in Huntington Beach);
meeting location address (could not be verified); and, some organizations were geographically broad and provided
minimal benefit to Huntington Beach residents. Time spent to resolve the issues discussed surpassed the time staff was
prepared to manage the process, especially in regard to incomplete applications where emails and calls to applicants for
additional information went unanswered.

At the close of the application process, the High School category garnered 42 application approvals (Edison - 13, Ocean
View - 10, Huntington Beach - 9, Marina - 9, and Brethren Christian - 1). At the fireworks permit lottery held on April 20,
2015, Ocean View was awarded three permits, and two alternate permit positions. The remaining two permits were
awarded to Edison and Marina high schools, with Marina drawing an alternate permit position. Staff received negative
feedback about one high school being awarded so much opportunity to raise funds through fireworks sales.

Staff from the City Attorney, Fire, and City Clerk’s departments met to discuss options for modifying the code and/or
resolution to strengthen the process. Recommendations were presented to Council at the November 16 Study Session
and direction was given by Council to meet with the 4" of July Board Council Liaisons to finalize a draft for submittal back
to City Council for approval.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Huntington Beach at a regular meeting held February 1, 2016
by the following roll call vote:

AYES: Posey, O’'Connell, Sullivan, Katapodis, Hardy Delgleize, Peterson
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT: None

THE FULL TEXT OF THE ORDINANCE IS AVAILABLE IN THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE.
This ordinance is effective 30 days after adoption.
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