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• Businesses generating 4 cubic yards/week
• Multi-Family Units with 5 or more dwellings
• Recycle by source separating materials
• Pick up of recyclables by hauler (Rainbow) or may self-

haul to an authorized recycling facility 
• Mixed waste processing (already provided in current 

service model) may be used. CalRecycle is studying and 
expected to set diversion yield in near future

NEW STATE LAW – AB 341
Mandatory Commercial Recycling
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Cumulative Results

Mean: 3.90 Median: 3 Mode: 1
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On a scale of 1-10, how green would you rate your 
company as being  today?
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Cumulative Results

Mean: 8.13 Median: 9 Mode: 10
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Cumulative Results
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Separate Recyclables By Type Blending All Materials Together Not Likely to Participate

Which procedural model would you and your 
employees be more likely to participate in?
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1. Customers are ready for a recycling program to 
improve their environmentalism

2. They would prefer a commingled system

3. Most customers will voluntarily participate in 
recycling if their cost remains the same

4. Customers like the concept of being recognized 
for their green results

Commercial Recycling 
Research Conclusions



Commercial Recycling Pilot Research
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• Commercial Source Separation Option – Best &  Highest 
Resource Recovery

• Financial Incentive to Customers – 1/3 less than refuse bin

RefuseRecyclables



• Split Bin for single enclosure and space-constrained 
customers 

Source Separated 
materials processed at 

Clean Stream MRFRefuseRecyclables



• Customers may choose to continue with Mixed Waste 
Processing option - AB341 compliant

Refuse & Recyclables – No Sort Materials Processed at Mixed Waste 
“Mini-MRF”

http://www.aeconline.org/?width=550px&height=450px&title=&inline=true�


• 65 gallon green container is standard

• Serviced by Residential truck

• 2 cubic yard & 6 cubic yard for large generators

• Material processed at Rainbow’s organics MRF 
and composted at Agromin

Food Waste Program



Environmental 
Sustainability 

Representatives

• Professional and friendly sustainability consultants to champion 
Commercial Recycling and to support Huntington Beach 
customers 

• B2B field model – face to face interactions

• Primary responsibilities to convert customers through waste 
audits, education and training and to add value

• Program development, education and training is provided to 
customers for free



Recognition & 
Promotion for 

Huntington 
Beach 

Businesses & 
Multi-family 
Communities

Website Promotion Green Awards

Annual Customized Environmental Sustainability Reports

Environmental Sustainability Partnership
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California State Leader

Rainbow named California 
State Climate Action Leader 

in 2007 & 2008

“Rainbow Environmental 
Services and the City of 

Huntington Beach named 
Recycling leader for 
larger cities, State of 

California.”



20,000,000 
pounds



170,000 Trees preserved each year of Huntington Beach’s program

Estimated Environmental Benefits to 
Huntington Beach

93,693 tailpipe emissions removed from cars 
taken off Southern California roads for 1 
month

Energy equivalent of 130,000 homes 
powered for a day

460,000 gallons of petroleum 
preserved each year of program
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/climate/Calculator
/default.htm
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Recycling offset to Collection Rates -
Estimated $1.2 million in overall 

savings to Businesses



1. Increased Recycling/Reduced Landfill Waste
2. Reduced Air Pollution
3. Natural Resources Preservation
4. Mandate Compliance
5. Complimentary Education & Outreach
6. Support for City Staff in Program Administration

Summary Benefits to Huntington Beach



Reducing use and Recycling of the Earth’s 
natural resources may become the defining 
accomplishment of our era.                  

- Time Magazine

1. Increased Recycling
2. Reduced Landfill Waste
3. Reduced Air Pollution (GHG’s)
4. Preservation of Natural 

Resources



Questions?


	Study Session - April 2 2012.pdf
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Cumulative Results
	Cumulative Results
	Cumulative Results
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25


