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Purpose of Study

 Measure current support for benefit 
assessment to fund street maintenance

 Identify the fee rate owners will support

 Identify projects owners are most interested 
in funding

 Expose owners to arguments about the 
measure

 Estimate support for the benefit assessment 
once owners are exposed to additional info



Methodology of Study

 Telephone survey 

 15 minutes

 Conducted Jan 21st to Jan 26th, 2012

 400 residential property owners in the 
City

 Overall margin of error of ± 4.9%



Changes to Improve City
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Address fireworks issue
Improve parking

Improve local economy
Address illegal immigrant issue

Improve senior programs, services
Improve communication with residents

Improve education, schools
Improve public safety

Clean up, beautify City
Improve leadership, government

Improve budgeting
Reduce cost of living

Fewer regulations, codes
Improve traffic control

Improve parks, recreation
Address environmental issues

Reduce taxes
Reduce growth, development

No changes / Everything is okay
Repair streets, roads

Not sure / Cannot think of any changes

% Respondents



Importance of Issues
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Reducing traffic congestion

Improving public safety

Protecting the environment

Preventing local tax increases

Improving the local economy

Maintaining, repairing local streets and roads

Maintaining local property values
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Extremely important Very important



In order to:

 Adequately repair and maintain residential streets in your 
neighborhood and major streets throughout the city, 
including fixing potholes, rebuilding damaged streets, and 
repaving streets

 And fix or replace damaged sidewalks, curbs, gutters and 
street trees

Shall property owners in Huntington Beach be assessed up to 
$69 ($49) per year for each property (unit) that they own in the 
city, with citizen oversight, annual independent audits, and all 
money staying local? If the election were held today, would you 
vote yes or no on this measure? 

Initial Ballot Test



Initial Ballot Test
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Fee Threshold
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$42/$27 per year

$53/$35 per year

$69/$46 per year
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Services & Improvements
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Fix, replace street trees causing damage to streets, sidewalks

Fix, replace damaged curbs and gutters

Repair, maintain residential streets in your neighborhood

Fix or replace damaged sidewalks

Repair and maintain major streets throughout the city

Fix potholes
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Strongly favor Somewhat favor



Positive Arguments
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This measure will benefit every neighborhood in the city equally

This measure will expire in 10 years

There will be a clear system of fiscal accountability

Measure will make streets, sidewalks safer, help avoid lawsuits

Measure is cost-effective way to improve streets, protect vehicles

Measure will greatly improve appearance of our city, neighborhoods

Maintenance now is less expensive than repairs in future

All money will be spent to repair and maintain local streets

Well-maintained streets protect, improve local property values
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Very convincing Somewhat convincing



Interim Ballot Test
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Negative Arguments

38

36

48

47

25

30

25

28

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

This measure is unfair because it can be passed with a 50% vote

The City can’t be trusted with this tax

In economic recession, now is NOT the time to be raising taxes

Property owners already pay for services like street maintenance
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Very convincing Somewhat convincing



Final Ballot Test

Probably no
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Not sure
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32.0

Probably yes
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Final Ballot Test at Lower 
Rate

Probably yes
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Not sure
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Key Conclusions

 Does an assessment measure appear feasible? Yes.

 Maintaining local streets and roads is among the 
most important issue to residential property 
owners

 Solid initial support for a measure

 Popular projects/services

 Compelling positive arguments



Caveats & Next Steps
 Fee rate

 Substantial sensitivity to the fee among residential property 
owners. Must set a rate owners view as affordable.

 Stakeholder Strategy

 Assessment Engineering Study
 Distinguishes special benefit from general benefit. Assessment 

pays for special benefit portion & City pays for general benefit 
portion.

 Phase 2 Mail Survey Research
 Need to understand how commercial, industrial and apartment 

owners will respond

 Simulates balloting & response bias

 Identify support by zones

 Outreach & Education
 Clear need to build and sustain support



























CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
SURVEY OF FIREWORKS FEES

February 14, 2012

Buena Park Fee
Temporary Fireworks Stand Permit $1,000.00
Electrical Permit $26.50
Clean-up Deposit $200.00
  Total $1,226.50
  TOTAL WITH DEPOSIT REFUND $1,026.50

Costa Mesa Fee
Fireworks Stand Filing Fee $325.00
Clean-up Deposit $200.00
Debris Clean-up Fee $100.00
Electrical Permit $34.50
  Total $659.50
  TOTAL WITH DEPOSIT REFUND $459.50

Garden Grove Fee
Temporary Stand Permit $500.00
  TOTAL $500.00

Santa Ana Fee
Business Liscense Fee $200.00
Business Liscense Registration $30.00
Fireworks Stand and Display Fee $373.00
Temporary Occupancy Fee $77.00
Clean-up Deposit $168.50
Electrical Permit $213.25
  Total $1,061.75
  TOTAL WITH DEPOSIT REFUND $893.25

Stanton Fee
Cost Recovery of All Personnel Costs $540.00*
  TOTAL $540.00
* 2011 Per Booth Charge

Westminster Fee
Temporary Fireworks Stand Permit Fee $1,000.00
OCFA Permit Charge $436.00
Clean-up Deposit $200.00
  Total $1,636.00
  TOTAL WITH DEPOSIT REFUND $1,436.00

HUNTINGTON BEACH FEE
Temporary Activity Permit $281.00
Electrical Permit $61.88
Special Event Permit $225.00
City Clerk Permit (Proposed) $85.00
  TOTAL WITHOUT REGULATORY FEE $652.88



CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
SURVEY OF FIREWORKS FEES

February 14, 2012

San Bernardino Fee
Fireworks Booth Fee $141.58
Business Liscense Fee $200.00
Electrical Permit $104.00
  TOTAL WITHOUT REGULATORY FEE $445.58
2011 Regulatory Fee Total $73,722.00

HUNTINGTON BEACH FEE
Temporary Activity Permit $281.00
Electrical Permit $61.88
Special Event Permit $225.00
City Clerk Permit (Proposed) $85.00
  TOTAL WITHOUT REGULATORY FEE $652.88
Proposed Regulatory Fee Total $56,332.01

Note:  No Orange County Cities have regulatory fees for fireworks.

Regulatory Fee Breakdowns

1.  San Bernardino Fee
        Police Department $35,337.00
        Fire Department $12,192.00
        City Clerk's Office $4,605.00
        Public Education $15,001.00  
        Gen. & Admin. Rate @ 9.81% $6,586.00
  Total $73,721.00

1.  Huntington Beach Fee
        Police Department $31,947.20
        Fire Department $17,719.56  
        Public Works Department $1,360.00
        Public Education $5,305.25
  Total $56,332.01  
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