


 
 Request for Council Input 

to Strengthen the Intent of:  
 

 HBMC Chapter 5.90 – Fireworks  
and 

Resolution No. 2015-04  
 

November 16, 2015 



Overview of the 2015 Fireworks  
Application / Lottery Process 

Number of Applications Received by Category: 
 

YOUTH SPORTS:  19 Total -- 15 Approved; 4 Denied (3 for non- 
    relationship with Huntington Beach;  1 for late filing  
    of fictitious business name/no evidence of non- 
    profit status) 
 

HIGH SCHOOLS:  43 Total -- 42 Approved; 1 Denied (documentation  
   on establishment of organization not confirmed by  
   School) 

 

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS: 22 Total -- 17 Approved; 5 Denied (2 for minimal  
    contributions to  Huntington Beach students/ 
    families; 2 for minimal Huntington Beach activity;  

   and, 1 for length of time in Huntington Beach) 



Lessons Learned in the 2015  
Fireworks Application / Lottery Process 
• Confirming whether an applicant’s “bona fide membership of 

at least 20 members who either reside in the City, are 
employed in the City, or are owners or operators of a business 
or other establishment located in the City,” proved to be a 
time-consuming, difficult task.  Staff spent hours phoning 
applicants and surfing the Internet to verify that membership 
lists attached to applications were legitimate.  
 

• Some Youth Sports applications may not have met the intent 
of the category (i.e., were not tied directly to the City -- 
organizational structure was too general or geographically 
broad) 
 



Lessons Learned in the 2015  
Fireworks Application / Lottery Process 

• Permits for High Schools applications were not 
distributed evenly (three of five in the category were 
awarded to one school) 
 

• Some Civic Organizations applications were received 
by small, one-issue 501(c)(3) organizations which 
may not have met the intent of Resolution No. 2015-
04 

 



Requested Clarification 
Repeal Resolution No. 2015-04, and approve a new Resolution 
to: 
• Clarify Youth Sports definition by making clear the types of 

sports clubs who meet the intent of the category  
 

• Clarify definition of Civic Organizations -- 501(c)(3) by making 
clear the size and scope of community involvement which is 
acceptable as a civic organization  
 

• Defining the term Member will help reduce the amount of 
staff time necessary to verify that membership lists attached 
to applications are legitimate.  
 



Suggested Change 

 
• Insert language that limits each High School to 

one application (award 5 permits which would 
be available for lottery between the 4 public 
and 7 private HB High Schools) 



HBMC Section 5.90.070 – Sale of  
Safe and Sane Fireworks 

• Minor amendment: 
 
“Each year, the City Manager may issue Permits for 
the sale of Safe and Sane Fireworks to Qualified 
Organizations by means of a lottery system.  The 
number of Permits Applications considered for the 
lottery shall be determined by City Council by 
Resolution.”  



Questions? 

November 16, 2015 

























































   
 

General Plan Amendment (GPA) No.15-002 
Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) No. 15-005 

 Local Coastal Program Amendment (LCPA) No. 15-002 
(Sunset Beach Local Coastal Program) 

 
Nov. 16, 2015 



  

BACKGROUND     
      On Oct. 18, 2010 the City Council approved  the entitlements for the 
annexation and establishment of General Plan and zoning designations 
for Sunset Beach. 

 On Aug. 22, 2011 Sunset Beach was annexed into the city. 

 On Aug. 29, 2011 the City submitted its 2010 LCPA which included the 
Coastal Element and SBSP to the CCC for certification. 

 On Dec. 18, 2012 the City withdrew its LCPA submittal in order to 
address issues identified by CCC staff. 

  Since then, staff has been working with the Sunset Beach LCP Review 
Board (LCPRB), property owners, and CCC staff to address those issues. 



  

REQUEST       

 GPA No. 15-002 is a request to amend the Coastal Element to reflect 
the addition of Sunset Beach and revisions to the goals, objectives, 
policies and the glossary required by the California Coastal Commission 
(CCC). 

 ZTA No. 15-005 is a request to amend the Sunset Beach Specific Plan 
(SBSP) to reflect changes required by the CCC and various revisions to 
development regulations. 

 LCPA No. 15-002 is a request to amend the City’s LCP in accordance 
with the GPA and ZTA and transmit them to the CCC for review and 
certification.  

 



  
ANALYSIS 

GPA – Coastal Element Key Changes 
 Technical Synopsis section changed to integrate Sunset Beach into the Coastal 

Element. 
 
 Goals, Objectives, and Policies section includes updated information from CCC 

staff such as: 
1. New policies regarding protection of natural resources, alternative modes 

of transportation, beach encroachment, beach erosion, and sea level rise. 
2. New implementation addressing hazards and shoreline management.   

 
 Glossary was updated to add a definition for Lower Cost Overnight   

Accommodations. 
 

Since the new amendments are relatively minor and are needed to keep the Coastal 
Element current, staff recommends approval. 



  
ANALYSIS 

ZTA – Sunset Beach Specific Plan (SBSP) Key Changes 
 

Beach Encroachment 
 The 2010 SBSP adopted by the City Council includes the same beach 

encroachment provisions that were in the County’s SBSP. 
 Private use of a public beach is a concern for the CCC and its staff. 
 CCC staff has commented that the following provisions should be included in the 

SBSP: 
1. A sunset clause requiring removal of beach encroachments by a certain deadline. 
2. Require the adjoining property owner to pay market rate rent to the City. 
3. Require the rent/fees collected to be used for improvements that benefit beach going 

public. 
4. Ensure encroachments do not impede access from the public street to the beach. 
5. Ensure encroachments do not restrict use of the surrounding sand area. 

 
 



  
ANALYSIS 

ZTA – Sunset Beach Specific Plan (SBSP) Key Changes 
 

Beach Encroachment 
 These additional requirements are not supported by the Sunset Beach LCPRB and 

beachfront property owners and were not included in the revised SBSP. 
 There is a possibility that the CCC will act to require those provisions when they 

consider approving the revised SBSP. 
 In that case, the next step will be for the City Council to consider accepting the 

proposed modifications; otherwise, the SBSP will not become certified. 
 Without a certified SBSP, all developments requiring a coastal development permit 

will continue to require final approval from the CCC.  
 
 



  
ANALYSIS 

ZTA – Sunset Beach Specific Plan (SBSP) Key Changes 
 

Sea Level Rise (SLR) 
 With guidance from CCC staff, provisions have been included to address SLR over 

the next 75 years. 
 Revised SBSP includes steps for addressing SLR when reviewing new 

development consistent with CCC’s adopted SLR Policy Guidance.   
 

Building Height Measurement 
 On beachfront properties building height is currently measured from centerline of 

frontage street. 
 Elsewhere building height is measured from top of finished floor. 
 Staff and LCPRB recommend standardizing how building height is measured for 

all properties by going from the centerline of the frontage street. 
 



  
ANALYSIS 

ZTA – Sunset Beach Specific Plan (SBSP) Key Changes 
 

Building Height Measurement (LCPRB Additional Recommendations) 
 LCPRB recommends measuring building height from N. Pacific Ave. for properties 

located between that street and PCH for a consistent skyline. 
 Staff does not support this recommendation because the City has a long history of 

measuring height from a reference point along a property’s frontage and has never 
measured height from an offsite location.   

 LCPRB recommends measuring building height for properties north of PCH from 
top of the bulkhead/sea wall. 

 Staff does not support this change either because the City has limited control over 
the height of a bulkhead on private property.  In comparison, the City has control 
over the height of its streets.   
 
 



  
ANALYSIS 

ZTA – Sunset Beach Specific Plan (SBSP) Key Changes 
 

Sign Standards 
 Staff and LCPRB recommend minor changes to sign standards including: 
 Specifying that business and identification signs can be freestanding and/or wall signs. 
 Prohibiting roof signs and signs facing the greenbelt on the ocean side of PCH. 
 No roof signs and only a few existing signs facing the greenbelt were found in the field.  

 
Land Use Plan Guidelines and Other Amendments 
 Various guidelines were added as recommended by CCC staff (e.g. maintaining 

public access, prohibiting lost of sandy beach, etc.). 
 Revised Scenic Vista exhibit, updated discussion of shoreline management, etc. 

 
Staff recommends approval since the SBSP amendments primarily address CCC 
staff comments and bring SBSP in greater conformance with the Coastal Act.  
 



  
ANALYSIS 
LCPA  
 Transmits the GPA and ZTA to CCC for certification. 
  If there are CCC modifications, they will be brought back to City Council for 

consideration. 
 Once the Sunset Beach documents are certified by the CCC, the City will 

be able to issue coastal development permits for Sunset Beach.  Property 
owners will no longer be required to submit a separate application to the 
CCC for most projects. 
  
 
 



  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 Approval based on the following: 
 The Coastal Element and SBSP amendments address comments from the 

CCC staff. 
 The Coastal Element amendments will make it current and integrate 

Sunset Beach into the City’s General Plan. 
 The SBSP amendments will result in an updated zoning ordinance in 

greater conformance with the Coastal Act. 



  

END 
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