




July 6, 2015 City Council Meeting 



Speed Limits 
 State Law requires speed limits be set based on and 

Engineering and Traffic Survey 
 Studies updated periodically – typically 7 years 
 68 segments in need of update (out of 153 Citywide) 
 Procedures and “rules” established by Caltrans & CVC 
 Segments not in compliance cannot be enforced using 

speed measuring devices (Speed Trap Law) 



2015 Speed Survey Update 
 68 street segments evaluated 
 64 segments – no recommended speed limit change 
 30 segment have 5 mph reduction applied based on 

conditions 
 2 segments w/5 mph decrease 

 Yorktown Ave – Beach to Lake 
 Hamilton Ave – Newland to Magnolia 

 3 segments recognized as residence district (25 mph) 
 Palm Ave – 17th to Main 
 Saybrook Ln – Davenport to Heil 
 Huntington St – Atlanta to Yorktown 



2015 Speed Survey Update 
 3 Segments are shared with adjacent cities 

 Rancho Rd – Bolsa Chica to City Limit (Westminster) 
 Heil Ave – Beach to Newland (Westminster) 
 Newland St – Garfield to Talbert (Fountain Valley) 

 Speed limit posting consistent with shared agency 
results 



Recommended Action 
 Approve ordinance adopting speed limits and segment 

revisions 
 



Questions or Comments? 



Establishing Speed Limits 
 Basic speed limits established by statute 

 25 mph  
 residence  district 
 business district 
 school zone 
 senior center 

 65 mph 
 Speed reductions or increases based on Engineering 

and Traffic Surveys 
 Basic Speed Law 



Engineering & Traffic Survey 
 Measure free-flowing vehicle speeds 

 85th percentile speed 
 10 mph pace 

 Review accident history 
 Review roadway conditions 
 Speed limits posted @ nearest 5 mph increment to 85th  
 2 options to enable a max. 5 mph reduction 
 Surveys valid for 7 years (typical) 
 Required compliance to enable effective Police 

enforcement 











































































































































































































































 
City Council Meeting 

July 6, 2015 



Governor’s Executive Orders 
 State is in the fourth year of the drought. 
 January 17, 2014 Governor proclaimed a statewide drought 

emergency. 
 April 25, 2014 – Governor proclaimed a Continuing State of 

Emergency due to the drought.   
 April 1, 2015 – Governor directed the State Water Board to 

implement mandatory water reductions in urban areas to 
reduce potable urban water use by 25 % statewide. 

 May 5, 2015 – State Water Resources Control Board adopted 
emergency drought regulations, which became effective on 
May 15, 2015 
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State Mandated Reduction Targets 
for Huntington Beach  
 Huntington Beach mandated to reduce water 

production 20%, beginning June 1, 2015 through 
February 2016, compared to the same period in 2013. 

 Reduction tier based upon residential gallons per 
capita daily use of 109.0 (July-September 2014) 

 Required reduction = 1,501,308,314 gallons, equivalent 
to 22 gallons savings per person per day. 

 Failure to meet these reductions could result in fines 
of up to $10,000 per day 
 

3 



State Water Board Mandated 
Impacts to all Water Agencies 

 Prohibits the irrigation of turf on public street 
medians with potable water. 

 Prohibits automated irrigation during and within 48 
hours following measurable precipitation. 

 Recommends all cities adopt two day a week watering 
schedule. 
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City of Huntington Beach Actions 
 Declared Level 1 Water Shortage on August 18, 2014 
 Declared Level 2 Water Shortage on May 18, 2015 
 In order to comply with the State Water Resources 

Control Board’s emergency drought regulations, which 
became effective on May 15, 2015, the City Council 
Adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 4060 on May 18, 
2015, amending the Water Management Plan 

 The Emergency Ordinance will expire on September 
16, 2015 (120 days after adoption) 
 



City of Huntington Beach  
Permanent Water Restrictions 
 No irrigation between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
 No more than 15 minutes per irrigation station. 
 No excessive water flow or runoff. 
 Washing of vehicles requires hand-held bucket or an auto 

shut-off nozzle. 
 Washing down hard surfaces is prohibited. 
 Water fountains or decorative water features are required to 

use recirculation systems. 
 Restaurants are to serve drinking water only upon request. 
 Commercial lodging establishments must provide guests the 

option to decline daily linen services. 
 Commercial car washes may not install non-recirculating 

water systems. 
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Level 2 Restrictions 
(Adopted May 18, 2015) 
 All plumbing system leaks must be repaired within 48 

hours. 
 Use of automated irrigation systems is limited to two 

(2) days per week in April through October, and one 
(1) day per week in November through March. 

 Filling or re-filling ornamental lakes or ponds is 
prohibited, except to the extent needed to sustain 
aquatic life. 

 Initial filling of swimming pools and/or spas permitted 
only if a cover is in place; refilling permitted only to fix 
a leak or for health or safety reason. 
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Changes to Water Management 
Program 
Permanent Restrictions: 
 Prohibit irrigation during or within 48 hours of a 

measurable rain event. 
 Limit the amount of irrigation time from current limit of 15 

minutes per station to no more than 10 minutes per station. 
 
Level 2 Restrictions: 
 Allow initial filling of new pools and spas provided that an 

appropriate cover is in place to minimize evaporation. 
 Allow refilling of existing pools and spas if a leak was 

repaired and/or to address a health or safety concern. 
 



Staff Recommendation 

 Adopt Ordinance 4063 amending Chapter 14.18 of the 
Huntington Beach Municipal Code relating to the 
Water Management Program, by making the 
amendments of Emergency Ordinance 4060 
permanent. 



 
 

           Questions? 



Level 1 Restrictions 
(Adopted August 18, 2014) 
 All plumbing system leaks must be repaired within 72 

hours. 
 Use of automated irrigation systems is limited to three 

(3) days per week in April through October, and two 
(2) days per week in November through March. 
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