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Council Meeting Date: 2/2/2009 Department ID Number: PL 09-02 J

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION

SUBMITTED TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
SUBMITTED BY: FRED WILSON, CITY ADMINISTRA
'PREPARED BY: SCOTT HESS, DIRECTOR OF PLAN INC%J\P/

SUBJECT: APPROVE ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 08-003 (AMENDING
HBZSO CHAPTER 233 SIGNS)

Statement of Issue, Funding Source, Recommended Action, Alternative Action(s), Analysis, Environmental Status, Attachment(é)

Statement of Issue:

No. 08-003 (Recommended Action - A) with added provisions to reduce the display of
Political Signs from 75 days to 60 days prior to an election, require Design Review Board
approval for Readerboard Signs —Multiple Users, and allow for Human Signs. Staff also
recommends approval (Recommendation Action- B) but disagrees with two of the three
changes recommended by the Planning Commission.

Funding Source: Not Applicable
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REQUEST FOR ACTION
MEETING DATE: 2/2/2009 DEPARTMENT ID NUMBER:PL 09-02

Recommended Action:

A. PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:

Motion to:

“App‘rove Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 with findings for approval (ATTACHMENT
NO. 1) and adopt Ordinance No. 3825 » an ordinance amending Chapter 233 Signs of
the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Relating to Signs (ATTACHMENT
NO. 2).”

Planning Commission Action on December 9, 2008:

THE MOTION MADE BY SPEAKER, SECONDED BY SHIER-BURNETT, TO APPROVE
ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 08-003, WITH MODIFICATIONS AND FINDINGS
CARRIED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES: SHIER-BURNETT, SPEAKER, LIVENGOOD, FARLEY, SHAW
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: NONE
ABSTAIN: SCANDURA
MOTION PASSED

B. STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Motion to:

“‘Approve Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 with findings for approval (ATTACHMENT
NO. 1)” and adopt Ordinance No. 3826 __, an ordinance amending Chapter 233 Signs of
the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Relating to Signs (ATTACHMENT
NO. 5).”

Alternative Action(s):

The City Council may make the following alternative motion(s):

1. "Deny Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 with Findings for Denial.”
2. “"Continue Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 and direct staff accordingly.”
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REQUEST FOR ACTION
MEETING DATE: 2/2/2009 DEPARTMENT ID NUMBER:PL 09-02

Analysis:
A. PROJECT PROPOSAL:

Applicant: City of Huntington Beach, 2000,Maih Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648
Location: Citywide |
Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 represents a request to amend Chapter 233 Signs of

the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance (HBZSO) pursuant to direction
from the City Council. The sign code amendment is intended to:

» Create consistency throughout Chapter 233 Signs by revising various sections of the
code for consistency with the General Plan

* Revise content-based sign regulations to be content-neutral

e Provide further clarification regarding sign type and permitted location of temporary
signs

* Increase the allowable square footage of menu boards to be responsive to the needs of
the business community

The City Attorney’s Office prepared this amendment as a result of recent court decisions
indicating that specific exemptions for political, real estate, and car dealership signs are
content-based and therefore unconstitutional. Pursuant to a court ruling, the City is required
to change its sign ordinance. ' :

B. PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AND RECOMMENDATION:

A study session was: held with the Planning Commission on October 14, 2008 to review and
comment on the proposed ordinance amendment. At the study session, the Planning
Commission requested that staff conduct a survey of cities to review the criteria imposed on
political signs.

The Planning Commission public hearing was held on December 9, 2008. There were no
public comments. Staff presented the results of the political signs survey within that staff

report (Page 4 of Attachment No. 4). Upon discussion, the Planning Commission

recommended the following additional amendments:

* Reduce the allowable display period for political signs from 75 days to 60 days prior to

an election

» Require Design Review Board approval for readerboard signs for multiple users
* Permit the use of humans for advertising (Human Signs)
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REQUEST FOR ACTION
MEETING DATE: 2/2/2009 DEPARTMENT ID NUMBER:PL 09-02

C. STAFF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION:

The proposed amendment primarily affects temporary and promotional activity signs such as
those used by the real estate and construction industries, as well as political signs, and signs
that do not normally require a building permit. The recommended changes clarify that these
signs shall not be restricted by content, and consolidate the regulations for temporary signs
within the ordinance for ease of use. Language has also been added clarifying the proper
location for temporary signs. No changes to size standards are required or proposed. The
amendment, including the existing sign code regulations, are preventative measures
intended to restrict placement and location of signs that could potentially cause a traffic

- safety hazard while improving the aesthetics for signs citywide.

In addition, staff is recommending the clean-up of certain sections of the code for clarification
and consistency. Section 233.06 Permitted Signs is also proposed to be amended to
increase the allowable square footage permitted for menu boards from 10 square feet to 32
square feet in an effort to address the needs of the business community. Larger menu
boards are directly related to the merging of fast-food restaurants and increased menu
selections. Sign Code Exception applications processed over the last ten years reveal
increases from 10 to 30 square feet above the 10 square feet permitted by code.
Additionally, increasing the allowable square footage for menu boards will reduce processing
time for new and existing businesses and accommodate the visual need of the consumers.

Planning Commission Recommended Changes

The Planning Commission is recommending that the length of time for the display of political
signs be reduced from 75 to 60 days prior to an election. In March of 2005, the City
Attorney’s Office issued an opinion recommending against reducing the number of days from
75 because such an action could invite litigation. The City Attorney’s Office opinion remains
the same. As a consequence, the ordinance representing the Planning Commission’s

recommendation, Attachment No. 2, does not include a reduction in days for display of
Political Signs. '

The Planning Commission is also recommending that the Design Review Board review
Section 233.14 Readerboard Signs — Multiple-Users. Currently, only Section 233.12
Electronic Readerboards must be reviewed by the Design Review Board (and then receive
approval by the Zoning Administrator). The Planning Commission believes that all
readerboard signs, single and muitiple users, should be reviewed by the Design Review
Board. Staff agrees with this recommendation because the change will create further

consistency between Sections 233.12 Electronic Readerboards and 233.14 Readerboards
Signs — Multiple Users.

Finally, the Planning Commission recommends that the current prohibition of Human Signs
be revised so they are permitted. This was in response to the current economic situation in
order to assist business owners to generate more sales. However, the Planning Commission
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REQUEST FOR ACTION
MEETING DATE: 2/2/2009 DEPARTMENT ID NUMBER:PL 09-02

did not suggest any criteria for Human Signs.  Such signs include human directionals,
humans holding and waving signs, sign twirlers or spinners, and costumed individuals in
bright colors dancing. - They may be advertising businesses and products on-site, nearby,
two miles away, or in another city. '

Sfaff researched standards for Human Signs in the cities of Lake Forest, Tustin, Irvine and

Fountain Valley. With the exception of Tustin, which has adopted criteria, Human Signs are
prohibited in these jurisdictions.

Staff does not support changing the code to permit Human Signs, with or without criteria,
because when located within the public right-of-way they can be a potential traffic hazard for
pedestrians and motorists, impact pedestrians on sidewalks, present a liability issue for the
City, are difficult to regulate even with adopted criteria, and are considered an off-site sign.
. Section 233.10 Prohibited Signs (K) prohibits Off-Site signs with the exception of
Subdivisions and Readerboard Signs. :

Should the City Council choose to consider allowing Human Signs, staff recommends one of
the following options:

Option 1: Approve Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 as recommended by:'/staff and
return back to Planning Commission to develop criteria for Off-Site Human
Signs

Option 2:  Continue Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 and return to City. Council with
Human Sign criteria

Attachment No. 7 provides the Human Signs regulations currently used by the City of Tustin
for Council’s information. o

D. SUMMARY

Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 amends Chapter 233 Signs of the Hunt“iﬂ,n‘gtdh. Beach
Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance. Staff recommends that Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-
003 amending Chapter 233 Signs be approved for the following reasons:

* Updates Section 233.08 based on recent court decisions.

Provides further clarification regarding types of signs and permitted placement of
temporary signs.

» Creates Consistency throughout Chapter 233 Signs by revising various sections of the
code for consistency with the General Plan.

* Increases the allowable square footage of menu boards in response to the needs of
commercial drive-thru businesses.

e Continues to reduce visual clutter caused by the proliferation of on-site and off-site
signs.
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REQUEST FOR ACTION

MEETING DATE: 2/2/2009 DEPARTMENT ID NUMBER:PL 09-02

Strategic Plan Goal:

Improve the efficiency of the development review process. The amendment to Chapter 233

Signs not only updates Section 233.08 Exempt Signs based on a court ruling, it creates
consistency and clarification of criteria throughout the Chapter for more efficient
implementation of the code therefore improving the review process.

~ Environmental Status:

‘The proposed project is categorically exempt pursuant to the City Council Resolution No.
4501, Class 20, which supplements the California Environmental Quality Act.

Attachment(s):

City Clerk’s

Page Number

Description

Suggested Findings for Approval

Ordinance No. 3825 (Planning Commission Recommendation)
An Ordinance of the City of Huntington Beach Amending Chapter 233
of the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Relating to
Signs

Legislative Draft-Planning Commission Recommendation

Planning Commission Staff Report dated December 9, 2008

Ordinance No. _ 3826 (Staff Recommendation) An Ordinance
of the City of Huntington Beach Amending Chapter 233 of the
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Relating to Signs

409

Legislative Draft-Staff Recommendation

1y

Human Signs Regulations (140 ¢ Tustin)

143

Power Point Presentation
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ATTACHMENT NO. 1

SUGGESTED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 08-003

SUGGESTED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL - ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 08-003:

1.

Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 amends Chapter 233 Signs to eliminate content based signage
for temporary signs, provide a clean-up in language and consistency throughout the ordinance, and
increase the allowable square footage of a menu board in a manner consistent with the goals, policies
and objectives specified in the General Plan. The amendment controls the proliferation of visual
clutter addressing signage both on and off-site through concise regulatory language.

In the case of the general land use provisions, the amendments proposed are compatible with the uses

authorized in, and the standards prescribed for the Zoning districts for which they are proposed. The
amendment to Chapter 233 Signs affects the sign regulations for various zoning districts, including
residential and commercial. The changes do not affect zoning of any property by altering allowed
land use or the development standards thereof. Therefore, the changes do not affect the compatibility
of uses allowed and established by the General Plan and Zoning designations.

A community need is demonstrated for the proposed amendment to ensure a sign code that is
supported by case law and is protective of the City’s goals for enhancing the visual image of the city.
The request to increase the allowable square footage of menu boards from ten (10) square feet to 32
square feet is in response to the need of the business community for larger menu boards.

Its adoption will be in conformity with public convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice
because the General Plan, Urban Design Element goals, objectives and policies indicated the desire to
protect the aesthetic appearance of the City and reduce a weak visual image. The adoption of this
amended ordinance will ensure the development of elements that create continuity in signage and
create distinctive districts through a common design theme and a coherent citywide image.

ATTACHMENT NO. |
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PLANNING
COPM 1D
ORDINANCE NO. 3825 WMMWDN

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
AMENDING CHAPTER 233 OF THE HUNTINGTON BEACH ZONING AND
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE RELATING TO SIGNS

The City Council of the City of Huntington Beach does hereby ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 233 of the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
is hereby amended to read as follows:

233.02 Reserved

233.04 Permits Required

Sign permits are required for all signs, unless expressly exempted under Section233.08 or
otherwise provided by this Code. A building permit application for a new sign or change in
sign panel/face shall be approved by the Planning Department prior to installation and issuance
of a building permit by the Building and Safety Department.

A.  Sign Permit. A complete sign application shall include the following information:

1. Two sets of fully-dimensioned plans drawn to scale. The plans shall include
the following:

a. Site plan indicating the location of all proposed signs, as well as the size
and location of existing signs on the site. Photographs should be
submitted if available.

b. Sign elevations, indicating overall square footage and letter/figure
dimensions, letter style, color (indicate standard color number if
applicable), materials, proposed copy and illumination method.

¢. Dimensioned building elevations with existing and proposed signs
depicted.

2. Property owner approval in the form of a letter or signature on the plans,

approving the proposed signs and authorizing submission of the sign
application.

3. Forwall sighs, method of attachment; for freestanding signs, foundation plan,
sign support and attachment plan.

4. Type and method of electrical insulation devices, where applicable.
5. Any design modification from the requirements of this chapter that have been

approved shall be noted, and compliance with the Planned Sign Program,
limited sign permit, or sign code exception shall be demonstrated.
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Planned Sign Program. Review and approval of a Planned Sign Program pursuant
to Section 233.20 is required for a sign permit for the following requests:

1. A site with five or more non-residential businesses or uses.

2. Asite with two or more freestanding identification signs where there is a
request for a new freestanding sign.

3. Commercial properties with 1,300 feet or more on one street frontage

requesting more freestanding signs than allowed pursuant to Section 233.06.

4. Consolidated subdivision directional signs identifying multiple projects on
multiple sign panels.

5. Service stations.

6.  Wall signs for second floor businesses with exterior access.

7.  Wall signs installed on a building wall not adjacent to the business suite.
Sign Code Exception: The Director may grant approval for a sign code exception
of not more than 20% in sign height or sign area. Ten (10) working days prior to

submittal for a building permit, applicant shall notice adjacent property owners and
tenants by first class mail. Notice of application shall include the following:

1. Name of applicant.
2. Location of planned development or use, including address.
3. Nature of the proposed development shall be fully disclosed in the notice.

4. Planning Department phone number and address of City Hall shall be
provided in the notice to call for viewing plans. ‘ '

5. The date by which any comments must be received in writing by the
Planning Department.

6. Planning Director shall receive entire list including name and address of
those receiving the mailing.

The Design Review Board shall review and render a recommendation to the
Director for sign code exception requests of more than 20% in sign height or sign
area supergraphics, three-dimensional signs, and relief from the strict application of
Section 233.06. Neighborhood Notification required pursuant to Chapter 241. The
following findings shall be made prior to approval of any sign code exception:

1. The sign is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to
special circumstances defined by the applicant and applicable to the property.

2. The sign will not adversely affect other signs in the area.

3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity.
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4. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not
be a hazardous distraction.

Limited Sign Permit: The owner of a sign which does not conform to the provisions
of Section 233.06 may file an application for a limited sign permit to the Director
for permission to change the face or copy of such sign. A limited sign permit
cannot be processed for an Illegal Sign or a Prohibited Sign listed in Section
233.10. The Director may approve the face change and extend a sign's use for a
time period deemed appropriate, not to exceed two (2) years. A sign permit shall
be obtained pursuant to Section 233.04(A) prior to installation of the new sign
panel/face.

A cash bond in an amount determined by the Director to reflect the cost of removal
based on information provided by a sign company shall be required to guarantee the
sign's removal upon expiration of the limited sign permit. Approval shall be subject
to the following findings: :

1. Due to unique circumstances, the sign's immediate removal will result in a
substantial hardship for the applicant.

2. The sign will not adversely affect other lawfully erected signs in the area.
3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity.
4. The sign will be in keeping with the character of the surrounding area.

5. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will
not be a hazardous distraction.

Design Review Board. The Design Review Board (DRB) shall review and render a
recommendation to the appropriate decision maker (Zoning Administrator,
Director, Planning Commission, etc.) on the following items prior to issuance of a
permit by the Planning and/or the Building & Safety Departments for the
following:

1. Electronic Readerboard Signs.
2. Signs on properties within the following areas:
a.  Redevelopment Agency project areas;

b.  Areas subject to specific plans which do not include specific guidelines
for signs;

¢.  OS-PR (Open Space-Parks and Recreation) and OS-S (Open Space-
Shoreline districts); and

d.  Any other area designated by the City Council.

Temporary Sign Permits. The Director may issue a temporary sign permit valid for
up to 30 days, if it is found that the temporary sign is necessary to establish or
maintain identity until a permanent sign can be erected. Extensions of the 30 day
permit may be granted at the discretion of the Director. The Director may also
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approve a temporary sign permit for the following temporary signs provided the
signs conform with the standards defined in Section 233.06-

1. Signs necessary to avoid a dangerous condition, including directional signs
during construction.

2. Signs pertaining to a use permitted by a temporary use permit.

3. Promotional activity signs that comply with Section 233.18 are permitted up
to a maximum of 90 days per calendar year.

233.06 Permitted Signs

All signs shall be governed by the following schedule, except if addressed elsewhere in this
chapter. The schedule lists maximum standards for number, area, and height of allowed signs
which does not necessarily ensure architectural compatibility. Therefore, in addition to the
enumerated standards, consideration shall be given to building setbacks, visibility of attached
signing on the site, and the proposed sign's relationship to the overall appearance of the property,
to the surrounding neighborhood, and to community goals. Compatible design, simplicity, sign
effectiveness and adherence to the objectives and policies in the Urban Design Element of the
General Plan shall be used as guidelines for sign approval. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude
public access signage.

The City may, in addition, from time to time adopt policies regarding sign standards. Such
policies may include separate standards or provisions for specific areas of the community.

A. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS

1. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ADAMS AVE., BEACH BLVD., BROOKHURST ST.,
EDINGERAVE GOLDENWEST ST. AND WARNER AVE.

L0 FAGE ,
a. [nterior lots with less than One 10 fi. 50 sq. ft.
200 feet of street frontage +5 ft. for Bonus +25 sq. ft. for Bonus
b. Interior lots with min. 200 feet One 15 fi. 70 sq. ft.
but less than 400 feet +5 ft. for Bonus +30 sq. ft. for Bonus
c. Corner lots with the greatest One per 7 ft. 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet street frontage +3 ft. for Bonus +15 sq. ft. for Bonus
d. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 20 ft. (P) 100 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Cormer lots with and two secondary (S) +5 ft. for (P) Bonus +25 sq. ft. (P) Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street ' 7 t. (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)
e. Regional Mall Identification Sign One per street frontage 25 ft. 100 sq. ft.
One freeway sign 25 ft. above freeway 200 sq. ft.
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2. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ALL OTHER ARTERIALS NOT LISTED ABOVE

e

a. . Ir;terlor lots with les;; than \ - One 71t 50 sq. ft.
400 feet of street frontage _ +1 ft. for Bonus [ +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
b. Comer lots with the greatest One per street 7ft 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
c. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 15 ft. (P) 70 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Comer lots with and two éecondary (S) +0.5 ft. for Bonus + 10 ft. for Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7t (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)

N tmm

3.

4.

Bonus signs (B) shall have an opaque background, internal illumination for items of information only.

- Multi-tenant panels are permitted provided the panels are minimum 10 inches in height, with a minimum 6 inch

letter height. They shall be restricted to one uniform background color and two colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification may have a separate background color. Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of information. Major tenant identification shall be encouraged by being
placed on the largest panel.

Secondary signs (S) are in addition to the Primary (P) sign. Secondary sign copy shall be limited to business
identification only. _

Street addresses shall be included on all freestanding signs with minimum six (6) inch numerals.

OTHER LOCATIONAL CRITERIA FOR FREESTANDING COMMERCIAL SIGNS

1.
2.

3.

30080

No business shall have more than one freestanding sign facing each frontage.

Freestanding signs on the same site shall be located a minimum of 150 feet apart unless approved by a planned sign
program. ~

A freestanding sign shall not be permitted in an area between the building and right-of-way when that portion of
the building is located at the minimum setback. '

Signs shall be located in a landscape planter a minimum of 2 feet wider than the sign itself. Square poles or other
architectural treatment shall be required, except if the sign is 8 feet or less in height, it shall be of monument type,
with a minimum 2 foot base. Placement shall conform with Diagram A.

No freestanding sign shall be located along a local street.

(Balance of page intentionally
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A. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUED)
3. WALL SIGNS

Individual Business

wall One perstreet or | 1.5 sq. ft per linear 1. Channel letter signs required on all sites
Identification parking lot ft. of business consisting of 5 or more uses.
frontage for each | frontage.
separate business 2. Signs over 50 sq. ft. shall have an opaque
on the ground Business <50.000 background and internal illumination for
floor sq. ft. Max. total= items of information only or shall be of
200 sq. ft.* channel letter design.
Signs for second
floor businesses Business 50,000+ 3. Multi-business consolidated wall signs
with exterior sq. ft. No Max.* shall be permitted provided the signs do
access may be not exceed the allowable sign area.
permitted by * No sign shall
Planned Sign exceed 200 sq. ft. 4. Placement shall conform to Diagram B.
Program or 1.5 sq. ft. per
linear ft. of the wall | 5. One nameplate may be placed at each
upon which it is door, loading dock, or other entrance
placed. facing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.
Channel letter signs: | 6. Signs on projecting canopies/awnings
15% bonus after shall be considered wall signs.
above calculation.

7. Raceways shall only be permitted when
unable to place electrical: components
within wall/parapet.

under One per business | 8 sq. ft. 1. Canopy signs shall be attached

canopy perpendicular to the building face,
centered above the store entrance or
lease length.

2. Minimum 8 ft. ground clearance.

3. Signs shall not be illuminated.

4. CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS
I J :‘ :i‘.' & )

Hotel with One per site 30% of See A.l. To be combined with
Convention allowable t/s Freestanding permitted sign.
Facility area Signs (a-d) above

Live Entertainment fis One per site 30% of See A.1. To be combined with

allowable f/s Freestanding permitted sign.
area Signs (a-d) above
Tenant Directory fIs One per site 30 sq. ft. 7 ft. Low intensity illumination,
: oriented toward pedestrians
and motorists on site. Min. 30
ft. from exterior property
lines, and 25 ft. from other
freestanding signs.

Menu Board fis or One per drive- | 32 sq. ft. 7. May be in addition to

wall thru lane permitted sign.

Electronic Readerboards (See Sections 233.12 and 233.14 for specifications)
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B. INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
1. FREESTANDING SIGNS

] lIndustrial/ Mixed.

One business Under 1 acre: 7f. 1. Sign copy éimall be timited to center or
Uses identification 32sq. ft. single business identification only. No
sign per site multi-tenant panels shall be permitted.
Industrial centers '
over 1 acre: 2. Freestanding signs shall conform to
50 sq. ft. Diagram A, and shall be located'in a
landscaped planter a minimum of 2 feet
wider than the sign itself.
3. All freestanding signs shall have the
street address included on the sign.
4. Signs shall be monument type.
5. Internally illuminated signs shall be
‘ designed as bonus signs.
Mixed Use One per street | Under 1 acre: 10 ft. 1. Multi-tenant panels are permitted

Businesses with
Frontages on Gothard
Street

frontage

32 sq. ft.

Industrial centers
over 1 acre:
50 sq. ft.

. Major tenant identification shall be

. Signs eight (8) feet or less shall be

. Internally illuminated signs shall be

provided the panels are minimum

10 inches in height with minimum 6 inch
high letters. They shall be restricted to
one uniform background color and two
colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification
may have a separate background color.
Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of
information.

encouraged by being placed on the
largest panel.

monument type.

designed as bonus signs.

2. WALL SIGNS

‘HEIGHT

All Industriall
Mixed Uses

or parking lot
frontage for
each separate
business

One per street

1 Sq ft. per lmearft

of building frontage.

Channel letter signs
receive a 10% bonus
after the above
calculation.

Max. 100 sq. ft. per
business for all wall
signs.

Below roofline

1 One nameplate méy be placed at each
door, loading dock, or other entrance
facing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.

2. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

3. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

30080



Neighborhood

C. RESIDENTIAL

ot

. Signs ;hall be affixed to perimeter

for Multi-
family
Developments

frontage

/s 1 per street 1 sq. ft. per 6 ft.
Identification entrance unit, max. 50 wall or placed within a
sq. ft. landscaped planter.
% .

2. Sign copy shall be limited to 18
inches in height, name of
development only.

wall One on each 0.5 sq. ft. per 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
side of each unit, max. 25 back 20 feet from any interior
street entrance | sq. ft. property line. Placement shall
conform to Diagram A.
Vacancy Signs | wall One per street 6sq. ft. Below roofline

1. Copy limited to "vacancy," type
of unit available, and source of
information.

D. CHURCHES, AND SCHOOLS, AND COMMERCIAL

Identification

RECREATIONAL USES WITHIN

PUBLIC PARKS

30080

/s ] One bér site 32sq. ft 7 ft. 1. Freestanding signs shall be
completely located within a
AND landscaped planter.
wall One per site 1 sq. ft. per Below roofline | 2. Signs shall be monument type.
linear ft. of
bldg. frontage 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
Max. 32 sq. ft. back 5 ft. from any interior
property line.
4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
5. Raceways shall only be permitted
“when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.
Changeable f/s One per site 30% of 7 ft. To be combined with permitted sign.
Copy allowable
f/s area
wall One per site » May be in addition to permitted
32 sq. ft. sign.
8
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E. SERVICE STATIONS

Business /s One per site Alternative A: 7 ft. 1. Service stations with convenience
Identification ' 20 sq. ft. if sign markets shall use Alternative A.
contains only '
identification 2. Freestanding signs shall be located
and no in a landscaped planter a minimum
changeable of 2 feet wider than the sign itself.
copy panels for
pricing. 3. Signs shall be monument type.
OR 4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
Alternative B:
50 sq. ft. if
price
information is
incorporated on
sign. Sign shall
“contain panels
for fuel price
only. No
detached price
signs shall be
located
elsewhere on
the site.
wall One per street 1 sq. ft. per Below roofline | 1. Internal illumination or channel
frontage linear foot of letters only.
and/or building
frontage 2. If canopy fascia signs are used for
canopy | One per street business ID, no wall signs shall be
frontage permitted on bldg.
10 sq. ft.

3. Max. letter height for fascia signs
shall be 75% of fascia width.

4. If canopy fascia signs are not
provided, a logo may be permitted
on each side of canopy column
connector (spandrel) in addition to
wall signs.

Fuel Priceand | f/s One per street 12 sq. ft. 6 ft. 1. Price signs shall advertise fuel
Credit frontage in prices only and no other product
Information conjunction available.

with

Alternative A 2. Freestanding signs shall be

sign - completely located within a

landscaped planter.

Price signs

shall be located

a minimum 15

ft. from other

freestanding

signs.
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SERVICE STATIONS (CONTINUED)

Pump attached | One per . 1. No other signs shall be permitted

Instructions or topump | canopy column ) on the canopy or column except
Identification island _ as specified.
column

2. Point of purchase signs shall be
prohibited.

3. State or Federal government
‘required signs encompassed
within a fuel pump shall not be
regulated by this ordinance.

F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS

b

Building wall One per 3 sq. ft. per Shall be placed 1. Such sign shall be in addition to
Identification for building foot of bldg. within top 25 fi. that which is permitted elsewhere
Buildings Over frontage height of bldg. in this article.

100 Ft. in Height
2. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS

233.08 Exempt Signs

The following signs are exempt from the sign permit requirements of Section 233.04 These signs
shall not be restricted by content and no fee, permit or application is required:

A.  Corner stones (including names of buildings and dates of erection), and citations
that are made an integral part of the structure.

B.  Signs not exceeding 0.5 square feet each posted by commercial establishments.
Flags posted by any governmental agency .

D.  Signs posted by neighborhood safety organizations.

30080 10
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Notices posted by a utility or other quasi-public agent in the p‘erfofmance ofa
public duty.

Signs or notices posted by any court, public body or officer.

Signs posted by property owners on private property, as required by law (including
no trespass and legal notices).

One sign, not over six (6) square feet in area, may be posted at each door, loading
dock, or other entrance facing a public street.

One double-faced sign per each commercial parking entrance, not exceeding two
(2) square feet in area and four (4) feet in height.

~ Signs erected by a public agency.

Signs manufactured as a standard, integral part of a mass-produced product
accessory or display structure including telephone booths, vending machines,
automated teller machines, and gasoline pumps.

Signs within a building not visible from a public street and window signs not
exceeding 20 percent of the visible area of a window (50% during December). No

~window sign shall be displayed above the second story.

Signs required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). -

Two (2) signs (including, but not limited to, street numerals and “no solicitation”
notices), not exceeding two (2) square feet each, placed on any part of a building
facing a public street.

Temporary signs. In any residential zone, the owner of a lot shall be allowed to
post temporary signage on the lot itself, but not off-site in street medians, dividers,
and other public rights-of-way. This signage shall not be restricted by content, but
is usually and customarily used to advertise real estate sales, political or ideological
positions, garage sales, and home construction or remodeling, etc. Signage shall be
allowed for each lot as follows:

- | ‘Maximum | M
Election Signs or | F/S One per N/A N/A 1. Cannot create traffic or safety
Political Signs or site hazards.
Wall
2. May be erected no more than seventy
five (75) days prior to an election and
must be removed within fifteen (15)
days after an election.
Real Estate
Residential E/S One per 8 sq. ft. 6 ft. 1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.
30080 11



Wall

2. May be erected no earlier than the
date the property is placed on the market
for sale, lease or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental of the property which is defined
as the close of escrow or execution of
lease or rental agreement.

3. No sign may be attached to the
perimeter walls of residential
communities.

Real Estate

Commercial

Real Estate

Commercial
Industrial

Office Dist.

F/S
or
Wall

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

1 per site

20 sq. ft.

30 sq. ft.

10 ft.

12 fi.

12 ft.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.

2 May be erected no earlier than the
date the property is placed on the market
for sale, lease or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental of the property which is defined as
the close of escrow.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety
hazards.

2. May be erected no earlier than the
date the property is placed on the market
for sale, lease or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental, and is removed immediately after
the sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of escrow.

Real Estate

All other
Districts

F/S
or
Wall

I per site

20 sq. ft.

10 fi.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety
hazards.

2. May be erected no earlier than the
date the property is placed on the market
for sale, lease or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental, and is removed immediately after
the sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of escrow.

3. Signs shall not be attached to the
perimeter walls of residential
communities.

Construction
Signs

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

325q. ft.

None

1. s erected no earlier than the date a
building permit is issued for the
property, and is removed prior to
issuance of a certificate of occupancy or

12




final inspection, whichever comes first.

Open House
Signs

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

6 sq. ft.

4 ft.

1. Sign must be displayed adjacent to
the entrance of a property or in the case
of a residential subdivision at the
immediate points of access to the
property from an arterial, and is removed
by sunset on any day it is erected.

2. Placement shall not be in street
medians, dividers, on street signs, traffic
control devices and shall not obstruct the
public right-of-way.

Open House
Sign

Flags

3 per site

2.5sq. fi.

6 fi.

L. Must be displayed at the immediate
points of access to a property or, in the
case of a residential subdivision, from

the immediate point of access from an

arterial.

Pennants

30 sq. fi.

1. Must be placed on light standards
located on private property

2. Must have an eight (8) foot clearance
from the ground.

3. Must be removed within five (5)
business days of the completion of the
City-sponsored event or theme.

30080
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233.10

30080

Prohibited Signs

Canvas signs, banners, pennants, streamers, balloons or other temporary signs
except as provided in Sections 233.08 (Exempt Signs), 233.16 (Subdivision
Directional Signs) or 233.18 (Promotional Activity Signs).

‘Mobile, A-frame, and portable signs and those of a similar nature which are not

permanently attached to the ground or building except as provided in Sections

233.18 or 233.20.

Roof signs except those permitted under Section 233.18(4).

Signs which resemble any official marker erected by the city, state, or any
governmental agency, or which, by reason of position, shape, color or illumination
would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic sign or signal or would be
a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. ‘ :

Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, fire or other such emissions.

Flashing, moving, pulsating, or intermittently lighted signs, mechanical movement
signs, including searchlights, except electronic readerboards and public service
signs such as those for time and temperature.

Live animals utilized as signs. -

Projecting signs, except canopy or awning signs and under-canopy signs, subject to
subsections 233.06(A) and 233.06(E).

Signs which constitute a nuisance or hazard due to their intensity of light.

Signs visible from and within 100 feet of an R district which are illuminated
between the hours of 10:00 PM and 7:00 AM unless they identify an establishment
open for business during those hours.

Off-premises signs, including billboards or advertising structures installed for the
purpose of advertising a project, subject or business unrelated to the premises upon
which the sign is located, except as permitted pursuant to Sections 233.14
(Readerboard Signs-Multiple Users) and 233.16 (Subdivision Directional Signs).

Abandoned signs and signs which no longer identify a bona fide business
conducted on the premises. Such signs shall be removed by the property owner
within 60 days of the business' closing date. The sign panel may be turned over
(blank side out) if the sign complies with code.

Signs located on public property, including signs affixed to utility poles, trees or
projecting onto the public right-of-way, except political signs and those required by
law. This section shall not prohibit the placement of advertising panels on public
service items including, but not limited to, trash receptacles, bicycle racks, bus
benches, transit shelters, and telephone booths, within public rights-of-way or in
publicly-operated beaches or parks provided such items are placed in accord with
an agreement granted by the City Council.

14



233.12

Vehicle signs, signs affixed to automobiles, trucks, trailers or other vehicles on
public or private property for the purpose of advertising, identifying or providing
direction to a use or activity not related to the lawful use of the vehicle for
delivering merchandise or rendering service. Any such vehicle signs which have as
their primary purpose to serve as a non-moving or moving display are prohibited.

Electronic Readerboards

Electronic readerboards are permitted subject to the review by the Design Review Board, and
approval of a conditional use permit by the Zoning Administrator.

Al

30080

Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow an
electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following
findings:

[S—

The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in this chapter; .

2. The proposed electronic readerboard sign is compatible with other signs on
the site and in the vicinity;

3. The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent rights-of-way or create a hazard to vehicular or
pedestrian traffic; and

4. The proposed electronic readerboard sign shall not have adverse visual
impacts on adjoining commercial and/or residential neighborhoods.

Readerboard Sign Criteria:
. Electrdnic readerboards may be freestanding or wall type signs.
2. The maximum number of electronic readerboards shall be one per site.

3. The maximum sign area shall be 115 square feet; 90 square feet for message
center; and 25 feet for other information.

4. The maximum height of a freestanding electronic readerboard sign shall be
25 feet.

5. The electronic readerboard shall have cylinders, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night.

6.  The maximum measurable light output of the electronic readerboard shall not
exceed 50 foot-candles at any property line.

Location Requirements:

1. Electronic readerboards shall only be allowed on parcels abutting a freeway
and on parcels abutting Beach Boulevard, excluding the portion along Beach
Boulevard designated as a landscape corridor south of Adams to Pacific
Coast Highway.

15



233.14

2.
3.
4.

Minimum lot frontage: 200 feet.
Minimum distance between electronic readerboards: 150 feet.

Minimum distance to any residence: 150 feet.

D.  Other Standards:

1.

Where a site has an electronic readerboard, tempbrary banners, balloons, flags,
etc. shall be permitted a maximum of 15 days per calendar year.

Hours of operation: 6:30 AM to 10:30 PM. At least 10 percent of the
message time, or any percentage deemed necessary by the City for

emergency conditions, shall be used for public service announcements.

Messages in an electronic readerboard shall be no faster than one message
every four seconds, and the minimum interval between messages shall be at
least one second.” Continuous motion of messages is not permitted.

Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted. . _

In addition to the electronic readerboard sign, one monument sign, maximum
of seven (7) feet in height and a maximum fifty (50) square feet in sign area,
may be permitted and all other signage shall be brought into conformance
with this chapter.

Readerboard Signs - Multiple Users

Off-site electronic readerboard signs may be permitted subject to the review by the Design
Review Board and approval of a conditional use permit approval by the Zoning Administrator.
Approval of electronic readerboard signs shall be subject to the following:

30080

A.  Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow a multiple
user electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the
following findings:

1.

The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance;

The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic

circulation in adjacent right-of-way or create a hazard to vehicle or pedestrian
traffic.

B.  Multiple User Readerboard Sign Criteria:

1.

Multiple user electronic readerboard signs may be located at a site which is
not the location of any of the parties using the sign for advertising.

Multiple user electronic readerboard shall be freestanding.

The maximum sign area shall be twelve hundred (1200) square feet.

16



The maximum height of a multiple user readerboard sign shall be eighty-five
(85) feet.

The multiple user readerboard shall have cylinders or directional
incandescent lamps and have a shade screen or louver system, a shade screen
and a photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night.

C. Lighting Standards: (3334-6/97)

1. The maximum night time light intensity and illuminance shall conform to the
following:
MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME INTENSITY
Height from Ground
(in feet) 5 10 20 30 50 70 85
Maximum Intensity
(x 1000 lumens) 125 130 145 170 250 370 490

MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME ILLUMINANCE

Land Use , ‘
at Receptor Site Residential Commercial Other
Maximum Illuminance
(foot-candles) 0.3 2.0 1.0

* The maximum night time illuminance shall be measured at the receptor site,
- at ground level, by a direct reading, portable light meter. Measurements shall

not be made within one hour after sunset or before sunrise.

Iluminance shall be determined by the difference between a reading taken
with the sign on and another reading taken within three (3) minutes with the
sign off.

An illuminance chart shall be prepared by a licensed engineer and submitted
to the Director for approval prior to installation. Conformance with this
ordinance shall be verified by actual measurements made, as specified herein,
after installation. The method of measurement and results shall be subject to

- approval of the Director.

D. Location Requirements:

1.

2.

30080

A multiple user readerboard shall be located no farther than two hundred
(200) feet from a freeway.

The minimum distance between multiple user readerboards shall be one
thousand (1,000) feet.
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3. The sign shall be a minimum distance of 600 feet from residential properties.

E.  Other Standards:

1. No off-site electronic readerboard will be permitted except for multiple users.

2. Atleast twenty percent (20%) of the message time, or any percentage deemed
necessary by the City for emergency conditions shall be used for public
service announcements.

3. Messages in a multiple user sign shall be no faster than one message every
four (4) seconds and the minimum interval between messages shall be at ieast
one second.

4. Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted.

233.16 Subdivision Directional Signs

Subdivision directional signs shall contain only the name of a development, the developer, price
information, and directional information for land development projects located within the City.
Sign permits for off-site subdivision directional signs for land development projects shall be
limited to no more than six off-site signs, and approval for such signs shall be subject to the
following standards:

A.  Location requirements:

1. Signs shall not be located within any street medians, divides or other public
rights-of-way or on any property developed with residential uses other than
that of the subdivision identified.

2. Signs located on the same side of the street shall be a minimum of 600 feet
from any other subdivision directional sign except a sign may be permitted
on each corner of the intersection of arterial highways.

3. Maximum area and height:

a. 64 square feet in area and 15 feet high provided there is a minimum
50 foot distance from any adjacent developed property.

b. 32 square feet in area and 8 feet high provided there is a minimum
25 foot distance from any adjacent developed property.

B.  Permit expiration: Sign Permits issued for subdivision directional signs shall
expire either one year from the date of issuance or on the date 90 percent of the
project's units have all been sold, leased, or rented for the first time, whichever is
sooner. Annual renewals may be granted for such time as units still exist for sale;
however, no more than one directional sign is allowed after 90 percent of the units
are sold, leased or rented.

C.  Street widening: When a sign conflicts with street widening or construction, it
shall be removed upon written notice at no cost to any public agency.
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233.18

30080

Required bond: Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall file a
cash bond in an amount set by resolution of the City Council. The full bond
amount shall be refunded if the sign structure is removed and the site restored to its
original condition within 15 days after the expiration of the permit. If the sign
structure is not removed, the City shall remove the sign and its supporting structure
with the cost deducted from the cash bond, and any remainder refunded.

Promotional Activity Signs

Promotional activity signs may be placed on a site subject to the issuance of a
temporary sign permit by the Director, and provided that such signs comply with
all of the standards set forth in this Section, and provided such signs do not create
safety hazards or block signs identifying adjoining establishments.

A temporary sign permit for a promotional activity sign, banners, pennant or
pennants, unless otherwise specified, shall be valid for a maximum of ninety (90)
days in any calendar year and shall not be renewable.

Promotional activity banners shall not exceed one square foot of banner area for
each linear foot of building frontage and in no case shall the total banner area
exceed 100 square feet. Pennants shall be limited to a maximum of one square foot
for each pennant.

A promotional activity banner, as permitted above, shall not be affected by the
issuance of a grand opening promotional activity sign permit during the same
calendar year. The size of a grand opening promotional activity banner shall not
exceed the size specified in Section 233.18 C.

Promotional activity signs, banners and pennants shall be maintained and not be in
a condition of disrepair. Disrepair shall include torn, faded or sagging signs.

The Director may approve a temporary sign permit for a promotional sign, to be
displayed on a site with electronic readerboards up to a maximum of fifteen (15)
days per calendar year.

Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
may, without first obtaining a temporary use permit from the Director, display
promotional activity signs, banners, pennants, and car-top signs that comply with
the following standards:

1. Eighteen inch (18") non-metallic helium balloons and large non-rhetallic
inflatables may be displayed on the weekends (Friday 9:00 AM through
Sunday 12:00 Midnight), provided they do not project over the public right-
of-way.

2. Automobile dealerships on Beach Boulevard shall be permitted to display
flags, pennants, banners and car-top signs throughout the year.

Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
shall obtain a temporary sign permit for the use of large displays and inflatables
larger than eighteen inches (18") in diameter. The displays and inflatables shall be
affixed directly to the ground or roof of a building. The displays and inflatables
shall be limited to a maximum of twelve (12) weekends per calendar year.
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233.20

Planned Sign Program

A Planned Sign Program shall be submitted to the Director when required by Section 233.04 B.
Such program shall be reviewed and approved by the Director prior to issuance of any building
permit. The purpose of the Planned Sign Program is to encourage coordinated and quality sign
design as well as to permit more flexible sign standards for commercial and industrial centers.

The standards of Section 233.06 shall be used as a guide in the design of a Planned Sign
Program. The property owner shall designate a person or firm as the primary liaison with the

City for the purpose of submitting sign permit requests in conformance with the approved
Planned Sign Program.

A.

30080

Planned sign program applications shall be submitted to the Planning Division and
shall include the following:

1. Asite plan, drawn to scale, depicting the precise locations of all buildings
and signs;

2. Drawings and/or sketches indicating the exterior surface details of all
buildings on the site on which wall signs, directory signs, or projecting signs
are proposed; '

3. Written text describing the specific sign criteria for the property. The
program shall, at minimum, include provisions regulating sign height, area,
sign type, colors, design and location.

4. A statement of the reasons for any requested modifications to the provisions
or standards of this chapter; and

5. The name, address, and telephone number of the person or firm responsible
for administering the Planned Sign Program.

A Planned Sign Program may include more than one freestanding sign per parcel or
other deviations from the standards of this chapter, provided that the total sign area
does not exceed the area otherwise permitted by Section 233.06 by more than

10 percent, or by 30% for multiple automobile franchises occupying the same lot,
and commercial businesses with 50,000 square feet or more of floor area. In
approving a Planned Sign Program, the Director shall find:

1. That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of existing
improvements on the site and are well related to each other, reflecting a
common theme and design style.

The Director may require any reasonable conditions necessary to carry out the
intent of the Planned Sign Program. For developments with existing signs, a
schedule or phasing plan for bringing such signs into conformance with the
Planned Sign Program shall be submitted and become part of the approval of the
Planned Sign Program. A cash bond may be required to guarantee their
modification or removal.
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233.22

233.24

233.26

Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions

Signs within the Downtown Specific Plan or located in any other specific plan
areas shall comply with any additional requirements outlined within the plan itself
and any applicable design guidelines.

Non-commercial murals, non-commercial large graphic designs, and statuary shall
be subject to review by the Director for the sole purpose of ensuring that such
displays will not pose a hazard to public health, safety or welfare.

No window or contiguous window panes shall be covered by paper or painting
signs that exceed 20 percent of the total area of that window, however; windows
may be covered up to 50% during the month of December.

Nonconforming Signs

Continuation of Use. A nonconforming sign may be maintained on site after the
effective date of the ordinance codified in this title, provided that the
nonconforming sign is not:

1. Changed to another noniconforming sign; or

2. Structurally altered so as to extend its useful life; or

3. Expanded or altered as defined in Section 233.28, except that a change of
sign panel/face may be permitted provided the items of information on the

sign (i.e., business name) remain the same; or

4. Reestablished after discontinuance for ninety (90) days or more; or

5. Reestablished after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of

the sign value at the time of such damage or destruction.
Signs replaced or requested to be modified at the owner's initiative shall comply

with all current provisions of this chapter unless the Director approves a Sign Code
Exception a, Limited Sign Permit or Planned Sign Program.

Code Compliance

Signs shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter, the Uniform Building Code and National
Electric Code, as adopted by the City.

Any sign by design, location or configuration that violates this Chapter or creates a pedestrian or
vehicle hazard is deemed to be a public nuisance and subject to enforcement under this Code
and/or the Huntington Beach Municipal Code.

Penalty. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall maintain, place, erect, or permit
any sign to be displayed in violation of this chapter. Violations are a misdemeanor and are
punishable as provided in Chapter 249 Enforcement of the Huntington Beach Zoning and
Subdivision Ordinance.

30080
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233.28

Definitions

The following definitions shall apply to the provisions in this Chapter. General definitions are
contained in Chapter 203.

AT

Abandoned Sign: a sign which no longer directs, advertises or identifies a legal
business establishment, product or activity on the premises where such sign is
displayed.

Alteration: any change of copy, sign face, color, size, shape, illumination, position,
location, construction, or supporting structure of any sign.

Animated Sign: any sign which is designed to give a message through a sequence
of progressive changes of parts or lights or degree of lighting.

Area of Sign:

1. The area included within the outer dimensions of a sign (excluding structural
supports).

2. For freestanding signs, sign area shall be calculated on one (1) face of the
sign, provided a sign face on a double-sided sign is not separated from the
opposite side of the sign by more than 12 inches at any point.

3. For illuminated awning or canopy signs, sign area shall be calculated around
the sign copy only.
4. For signs without a border or frame (channel or skeleton letters), the area

shall be within a rectangle or eight (8) continuous straight lines (with right
angles) formed around the extreme outer limits of the sign message,

including all figures and any background or color which is an integral part of
the sign.

SIGN AREA SIGN

AREA

Awning: a shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a building and
composed of non-rigid materials except for the supporting framework.

Awning Sign: a sign painted on, printed on, or attached flat against the surface of
an awning. , -

Banner Sign: a temporary sign composed of fabric or flexible material with no
enclosing frame.

Bonus Sign: an internally illuminated freestanding sign designed with opaque sign
faces/panels, and illumination for items of information only.
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<

Business Identification Sign: a sign which serves to identify only the name and
address of the premises, business, building or portion of building upon which it is
located and includes no other advertising such as product lists, phone numbers and
hours of operation. Logos may also be permitted.

Building Frontage: the linear extent of a building or business which has frontage on
either a street or parking area. Only one side of the building facing the street or
parking area shall be used to determine the maximum sign area.

Canopy: a permanent roof-like structure which extends along and projects beyond
the wall of a building, or is freestanding as common in service stations, and is
generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.

Changeable Copy Sign: a sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or
illustrations that can be changed manually or electrically without altering the face
or surface of the sign.

- Channel letters: individual letters or figures, illuminated or non-illuminated, affixed

to a building or freestanding sign structure.

Construction Sign: a temporary sign identifying the persons, firms or businesses
directly connected with a construction or development project and may include the
name of the future site occupant.

Directional Sign: an on-premise incidental sign designed to guide or direct
pedestrian or vehicular traffic. '

Electronic Readerboard: a changeable message sign consisting of a matrix of lamps

. which are computer controlled.

Exposed Neon: neon tubing used for lighting in signs and other building
identification such as raceways and accent lighting.

Exposed Raceway: visible tube or box behind a wall sign used to house electrical
wiring for the wall sign.

Flashing Sign: an illuminated sign which contains an intermittent or sequential
flashing light source or any other such means to attract attention. This definition is
not intended to include "changeable copy signs" or "animated signs."

Freestanding Sign: a sign permanently attached to the ground and which does not
have a building as its primary structural support. This includes ground signs, pole
signs and monument signs.

Grand Opening: a promotional activity not exceeding ninety (90) calendar days
used by newly established businesses to inform the public of their location and

services.

Ground Sign: see Freestanding Sign.
Illegal Sign: a sign which was erected without obtaining a permit as required by

this Chapter, that does not meet the requirements of this ordinance, or has not
received legal nonconforming status.
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N

BB.
CC.
DD.

EE.

FF.

GG.
HH.
I1.

JI.

LL.

MM.

0OO0.

Incidental Sign: a small sign pertaining to goods, products, services or facilities
which are available on the premises where the sign occurs and intended primarily
for the convenience of the public.

Indirect Illumination: a light cast on the surface of a sign from an exterior source.

Industrial Center: any site containing three (3) or more industrial activities.

Integrated Development: a development or site comprised of one or more parcels
served by common access ways, driveways, parking and landscaping.

Interior illumination: any sign face which is artificially lit from the inside.

Item of information: each word, design, symbol, or figure.

Limited Sign Permit: A permit approved by the Director that permits a temporary
sign used to advertise a short-term special activity or sale, i.e., grand opening,
under new ownership, fall sale, etc. and maintenance or modification to the face or
copy of a nonconforming sign to extend a use of the sign for a time period deemed
appropriate by the Director, but not to exceed a two (2) years.

Logo: a trademark or company name symbol.
Marquee: see Canopy.
Mansard: a sloped roof or roof-like facade.

Monument Sign: a free standing sign with a solid base.

Moving Sign: any sign or device which has any visible moving part, visible
revolving part, or visible mechanical movement.

Name Plate Sign: an attached sign which designates the names and/or address of a
business, and/or the words "entrance" or "exit."

Nonconforming Sign: a sign which was erected legally but does not comply with
provisions of the current sign ordinance.

Off-Site Sign: any sign which advertises goods, products, services or facilities not
sold, produced, manufactured or furnished on the premises on which the sign is

located. These signs are also known as outdoor advertising, billboards, and poster
panels. '

On-Site Sign: a sign which pertains to the use(s) of the site on which it is located.

Open House Sign: a sign which identifies a building for sale or lease which is open
and available for inspection.

Planned Sign Program: A required component for certain sign permits that
Incorporates coordinated and quality sign design elements and is reviewed and
approved by the Director. )
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PP.

QQ.

SS.
TT.

Uu.
VV.

WW.

YY.

77

BBB.

CCC.

DDD.

EEE.

FFF.

Point of Purchase Display: advertising of a retail item accompanying its display,
e.g., an advertisement on a product dispenser.

Pole Sign: see Freestanding Sign.

Political Sign: a sign identifying either a candidate for public office or an issue
relating to a forthcoming election.

Portable Sign: any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building.
Projecting Sign: a sign which is attached to and projects from the wall of the

building more than 18 inches and which has its display surface perpendicular to
such wall, to the structure to which it is attached.

Promotional Activity Sign: a temporary sign used to advertise a short term special
activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under new ownership, fall sale, etc.

Public Access Signage: signage that directs the general public to the coast or sea
and/or public amenities available for general public use.

Public Service Information Sign: any sign intended primarily to promote items of
general interest to the community such as time, temperature, date, atmospheric
conditions, news or traffic control, etc.

Real Estate Sign: any temporary sign indicating that the premises on which the sign
is located is for sale, lease or rent. :

Roof Sign: an attached sign constructed upon or over a roof, or placed so as to
extend above the visible roofline; or a freestanding sign which is greater in height
than the building it serves to identify.

Rotating Sign: any sign or portion thereof which physically revolves about an axis.
Sign: any medium for visual communication, including its structure and component

parts, which 1s used or intended to be used to attract attention.

Sign Height: measurement from the adjacent sidewalk or curb to the highest
portion of the sign, including architectural elements.

Sign Code Exception: a deviation to some of the specifications set forth in this
chapter that is approved by the Director.

Sign Copy: any words, letters, numbers, figures, designs or other symbolic
representation incorporated into a sign for the purpose of attracting attention.

Site: one or more parcels of land identified by the assessor's records where an
integrated building development has been approved or proposed. The site shall
include all parcels of land contained within or a part of the development
application.

Site Frontage: the length of a lot or parcel of land along or fronting a street.

25
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GGG.

HHH.

III.

JIJ.

LLL.

MMM.

Interior property line

Special Events Sign: a temporary sign advertising or pertaining to any civic,
patriotic, or special event of a general public interest taking place within the city.

Subdivision Directional Sign: a sign providing direction to a land development
project pursuant to this chapter.

Supergraphic: a painted design which covers an area greater than ten percent of a
wall, building facade, or other structure.

Temporary Sign: a sign which is installed for a limited time and is not constructed
or intended for long-term use.

Temporary Window Sign: a sign painted or constructed of paper or other
lightweight material and affixed to the interior or exterior side of a window or glass
area on a building for a limited time.

Vehicle Sales Dealerships.

Wall Sign: any sign which is attached or erected on the exterior, posted, or painted
or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a building including the
parapet, with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall, and which
does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project above
the height of the wall or parapet. :

Window Sign: a sign in which the name, address, phone number, or hours of
operation are applied directly to the window of a business, or a sign visible through
the window from the street.

To remain clear —

\
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SECTION 5. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Huntington Beach at a

30080

regular meeting thereof held on the day of , 200
Mayor
ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
/)\Zy\/(&\ W\"
City Clerk () City Attorne O i1/
’ | 20 O Atome WA tulog

REVIEW D APPROVED: INITIAFED 4ND APPROVED:

Citﬁ/ Adhinistrator " Diréctor of Planning



-38

INTENTIONALLY
. LEFT
BLANK



l ATTACHMENT #3 |



-40

INTENTIONALLY
LEFT
BLANK



KEY
INSERTIONS: Double underline

DELETIONS Strikethrough

Ordinance No. 3825 _

LEGISLATIVE DRAFT F &
ZEoomMENpATTON

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3711-06/05)

Sections:
233.02 Reserved
233.04 Permits Required
233.06 Permitted Signs
233.08 Exempt Signs
233.10 Prohibited Signs
233.12 Electronic Readerboards
233.14 Readerboard Signs-Multiple Users
233.16 Subdivisional Directional Signs
233.18 Promotional Activity Signs
233.20 Planned Sign Program
233.22 Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions
233.24 Nonconforming Signs
233.26 Code Compliance
233.28 Definitions
233.02 Reserved
233.04 Permits Required

Sign permits are required for all signs, unless expressly exempted under Section 233.08 or

otherwise provided by this Code. A sign-permit (building permit) building permit application for
a new sign or change in sign panel/face shall be ebtained-from-theapproved by the Planning

Department prior to installation and issuance of a building permit by the Building and Safety

Department and-Building-and-Safety Departments-prior-to-installation_. (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

A.  Sign Pemmit. A complete sign application shall include the following information:
(3334-6/97)

1. Two sets of fully-dimensioned plans drawn to scale. The plans shall include
the following: (3334-6/97. 3360-12/97)

a. Site plan indicating the location of all proposed signs, as well as the size
and location of existing signs on the site. Photographs should be
submitted if available. (3334-6/97. 3360-12/97)

b. Sign elevations, indicating overall square footage and letter/figure
dimensions, letter style, color (indicate standard color number if
applicable), materials, proposed copy and illumination method. (3334-
6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 1 of 29
08-1668/25685
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¢. Dimensioned building elevations with existing and proposed signs
depicted. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Property owner approval in the form of a letter or signature on the plans,
approving the proposed signs and authorizing submission of the sign
application. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

For wall signs, method of attachment; for freestanding signs, foundation plan
sign support and attachment plan. (3334-6/97)

2

Type and method of electrical insulation devices, where applicable. (3334-6/97)

Any design modification from the requirements of this chapter that have been
approved shall be noted, and compliance with the planned-sign

programPlanned Sign Program, limited sign permit, or sign code exception
shall be demonstrated. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97) ' .

B.  Planned Sign Program. Review and aApproval of a planned- Planned sign

1.
2.

program- Sign Program pursuant to Section 233.20 shall-be_is required prios-to
apphieation-for a sign permit for the following requests: (3334-6/97)

A site with five or more non-residential businesses or uses. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

A site with two or more freestanding identification signs where there is a
request for a new freestanding sign. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Commercial properties with 1,300 feet or more on one street frontage
requesting more freestanding signs than allowed pursuant to Section 233.06.
(3360-12/97)

Consolidated subdivision directional signs identifying multiple projects on
multiple sign panels. (3360-12/97)

Service stations. (3334-6/97)
Wall signs for second floor businesses with exterior access. (3360-12/97)

Wall signs installed on a building wall not adjacent to the business suite.
(3360-12/97) _ :

C.  Sign Code Exception: The Director may grant approval for a sign code exception
of not more than 20% in sign height or sign area. Ten (10) working days prior to
submittal for a building permit, applicant shall notice adjacent property owners and
tenants by first class mail. Notice of application shall include the following: (3527-
2/02, 3711-6/05)

1. Name of applicant. (3527-2/02)
2. Location of planned development or use, including address. (3527-2/02)
3. Nature of the proposed development shall be fully disclosed in the notice.
(3527-2/02)
4. Planning Department phone number and address of City Hall shall be
provided in the notice to call for viewing plans. (3527-2/02)
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 2 of 29
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5. The date by which any comments must be received in writing by the Planning
Department. (3527-2/02)

6. Planning Director shall receive entire list including name and address of
those receiving the mailing. (3527-2/02)

The Design Review Board shall review and render a recommendation to the
Director for sign code exception requests of more than 20% in sign height or sign
area supergraphics, three-dimensional signs, and relief from the strict application of
Section 233.06. Neighborhood Notification required pursuant to Chapter 241. The

following findings shall be made prior to approval of any sign code exception: (3334-
6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3711-06/05)

1. The sign is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to

special circumstances defined by the applicant and applicable to the property.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. The sign will not adversely affect other signs in the area. (3334-6/97)
3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity. (3334-6/97)

4. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not
be a hazardous distraction. (3334-6/97)

D.  Limited Sign Permit: The owner of a sign which does not conform to the provisions
of Section 233.06 may file an application for a limited sign permit to the Director
for permission to change the face or copy of such sign. A limited sign permit cannot
be processed for an iHegal-Illegal signs-Sign or a Prohibited stgns-Sign listed as
prehibited in Section 233.10. The Director may approve the face change and
extend a sign's use for a time period deemed appropriate, not to exceed two 2)
years. A sign permit shall be obtained pursuant to Section 233.04(A) prior to
installation of the new sign panel/face. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

A cash bond in an amount determined by the Director to reflect the cost of removal
based on information provided by a sign company shall be required to guarantee the

sign's removal upon expiration of the limited sign permit. Approval shall be subject
to the following findings: (3334-6/97)

1. Due to unique circumstances, the sign's immediate removal will result in a
substantial hardship for the applicant. (3334-6/97)

2. The sign will not adversely affect other lawfully erected signs in the area.
(3334-6/97) :

3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity. (3334-6/97)

4. The sign will be in keeping with the character of the surrounding area.
(3334-6/97)

5. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not
be a hazardous distraction. (3334-6/97)

E.  Design Review Board. When-autherized-by-the-provisions-of this-code,+theThe
Design Review Board (DRB) shall review and render a recommendation to the
appropriate decision maker (Zoning Administrator, Director, Planning
Commission, etc.) on the following items prior to applieation-issuance of a permit

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 3 of 29
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by the Planning and/or the Building & Safety Departments for a-sign-permit-to-the
Building-Department the following: (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

1. Electronic Readerboard Signs. (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

2. Signs on properties within the following areas: (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)
| ‘ a. Redevelopmeht Agency project areas; (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

| : b.  Areas subject to specific plans which do not include ten-specific
, €as subj > Sp p specilic
guidelines for signs; (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

¢. OS-PR (Open Space-Parks and Recreation) and OS-S (Open Space-
Shoreline districts); and (3360-12/97, 3711-06/05)

d.  Any other Areas-area designated by the City Council. (3360-12/97, 3711-
06/05)

F.  Temporary Sign Permits. The Director may issue a temporary sign permit valid for
up to 30 days, if it is found that the temporary sign is necessary to establish or
maintain identity until a permanent sign can be erected. Extensions of the 30 day
permit may be granted at the discretion of the Director. The Director may also
approve a temporary sign permit for the following temporary signs provided the
signs conform with the standards defined in Section 233.06: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

1. Signs necessary to avoid a dangerous condition, including directional signs
during construction. (3360-12/97)

2. Signs pertaining to a use permitted by a temporary use permit. (3360-12/97)

3. Promotional activity nen-exempt signs, i
——yearpursuant-to that comply with Section 233.18_are permitted up to a
maximum of 90 days per calendar year. (3360-12/97)

233.06 Permitted Signs

All signs shall be governed by the following schedule, except if addressed elsewhere in this
chapter. The schedule lists maximum standards for number, area, and height of allowed signs
which does not necessarily ensure architectural compatibility. Therefore, in addition to the
enumerated standards, consideration shall be given to building setbacks, visibility of attached
signing on the site, and the proposed sign's relationship to the overall appearance of the property,
to the surrounding neighborhood, and to community goals. Compatible design, simplicity, sign
effectiveness and adherence to the objectives and policies in the Urban Design Element of the
General Plan shall be used as guidelines for sign approval. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude
public access signage. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

| The Planning-CommissionCity may, in addition, from time to time adopt policies regarding sign
standards. Such policies may include separate standards or provisions for specific areas of the
community. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 4 of 29
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A. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS

1. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ADAMS AVE., BEACH BLVD., BROOKHURST ST.,
EDINGER AVE., GOLDENWEST ST. AND WARNER AVE

a. Interior lots with less than One 10 ft. 50 sq. ft.
200 feet of street frontage +5 ft. for Bonus +25 sq.ft. for Bonus
b. Interior lots with min. 200 feet One 15 ft. 70 sq. ft.
but less than 400 feet +5 ft. for Bonus +30 sq.ft. for Bonus
c. Corner lots with the greatest One per 7 ft. 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet street frontage +3 ft. for Bonus +15 sq.ft. for Bonus
d. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 20 ft. (P) 100 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Comer lots with and two secondary (S) +5 ft. for (P) Bonus +25 sq. ft. (P) Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 71t S) 30 sq. ft. (S)
e. Regional Mall Identification Sign One per street frontage 25 ft. 100 sq. ft.
One freeway sign 25 ft. above freeway 200 sq. ft.

2. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ALL OTHER ARTE NOT LISTED ABOVE
Lo
a. Interior lots with less than One . 50 sq. ft.

400 feet of street frontage +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
b. Corner lots with the greatest One per street 7 ft. 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
c. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 15 fi. (P) 70 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Corner lots with and two secondary (S) +0.5 ft. for Bonus + 10 ft. for Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7 ft. (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)

4.

. Bonus signs (B) shall have an opaque background, internal illumination for items of information only.

- Multi-tenant panels are permitted provided the panels are minimum 10 inches in height, with a minimum 6 inch

letter height. They shall be restricted to one uniform background color and two colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification may have a separate background color. Sign copies shall be limited to the

company name or one generic item of information. Major tenant identification shall be encouraged by being placed
on the largest panel. '

. Secondary signs (S) are in addition to the Primary (P) sign. Secondary sign copy shall be limited to business

identification only. (
Street addresses shall be included on all freestanding signs with minimum six (6) inch numerals.

OTHER LOCATIONAL CRITERIA FOR FREESTANDING COMMERCIAL SIGNS

1.

No business shall have more than one freestanding sign facing each frontage.

2. Freestanding signs on the same site shall be located a minimum of 150 feet apart unless approved by a planned sign
program.

3. A freestanding sign shall not be permitted in an area between the building and right-of-way when that portion of the
building is located at the minimum setback.

4. Signs shall be located in a landscape planter a minimum of 2 feet wider than the sign itself. Square poles or other
architectural treatment shall be required, except if the sign is 8 feet or less in height, it shall be of monument type,
with a minimum 2 foot base. Placement shall conform with Diagram A.

5. No freestanding sign shall be located along a local street.
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 5 of 29
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A. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUED)

3. WALL SIGNS

Individual Business
Identification

wall

One per street or
parking lot
frontage for each
separate business
on the ground
floor

Signs for second
floor businesses
with exterior
access may be
permitted by
Planned Sign
Program

1.5 sq. ft per linear
ft. of business
frontage.

Business <50.000
sq. ft. Max. total=
200 sq.ft.*

Business 50,000+
sq. ft. No Max.*

* No sign shall
exceed 200 sq. ft.
or 1.5 sq. ft. per
linear ft. of the wall
upon which it is
placed.

Channel letter signs:
15% bonus after

above calculation.

. Channel letter signs required on all sites
. Signs over 50 sq. ft. shall have an opaque
. Multi-business consolidated wall signs

. Placement shall conform to Diagram B.

- One nameplate may be placed at each

. Signs on projecting canopies/awnings

- Raceways shall only be permitted when

consisting of 5 or more uses.

background and internal illumination for
items of information only or shall be of
channel letter design.

shall be permitted provided the signs do
not exceed the allowable sign area.
door, loading dock, or other entrance
facing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.

shall be considered wall signs.

unable to place electrical components
within wall/parapet.

under
canopy

One per business

8 sq. ft.

. Canopy signs shall be attached

. Minimum 8 ft. ground clearance.

._Signs shall not be illuminated.

perpendicular to the building face,
centered above the store entrance or
lease length.

4. CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS

“SITE. CRITERIA : IGN HEIGHT - STANDARDS
Hotel with fis One per site 30% of See A.1. To be combmed with
Convention allowable t/s Ereestanding peritted sign.
Facility area Signs (a-d) above
Live Entertainment f's One per site 30% of See A.1. To be combined with
allowable f/s Freestanding permitted sign.
area Signs (a-d) above
Tenant Directory t/s One per site 30 sq. ft. 7 ft. Low intensity illumination,
oriented toward pedestrians
and motorists on site. Min. 30
ft. from exterior property
lines, and 25 ft. trom other
freestanding signs.
Menu Board t’s or One per drive- | 16-32 sq. ft. 7 ft. May be in addition to
wall thru lane permitted sign.

Electronic Readerboards (See Sections 233.12 and 233.14 for specifications)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance

08-1668/25685
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B. INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
1. FREESTANDING SIGNS

Ao i

Industrial/ Mixed ne business Under 1 acre: 7 ft. 1. Sign copy shall be limited to center or
Uses identification | 32 sq. ft. single business identification only. No

sign per site multi-tenant panels shall be permitted.

Industrial centers

over 1 acre: 2. Freestanding signs shall conform to

50 sq. ft. v Diagram A, and shall be located in a

' landscaped planter a minimum of 2 feet

wider than the sign itself.

3. All freestanding signs shall have the
street address included on the sign.

4. Signs shall be monument type.

5. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.
Mixed Use One per street | Under 1 acre: 10 ft. 1. Multi-tenant panels are permitted
Businesses with frontage 32 sq. ft. provided the panels are minimum
Frontages on Gothard 10 inches in height with minimum 6 inch
Street Industrial centers high letters. They shall be restricted to
over | acre: one uniform background color and two
50 sq. ft. colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification
may have a separate background color.
Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of
information.

2. Major tenant identification shall be
encouraged by being placed on the
largest panel.

3. Signs eight (8) feet or less shall be
monument type.

4. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

2. WALL SIGNS

MAXIMUM MAXIMUM S .
SITE CRITERIA | NUMBER SIGN AREA HT | . OTHER STANDARDS
All Industrial/ One per street | 1 sq. fi. per linear ft. Below roofline | 1. One nameplate may be placed at each
Mixed Uses or parking lot of building frontage. door, loading dock, or other entrance
frontage for facing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.
each separate Channel letter signs
business receive a 10% bonus 2. Internally illuminated signs shall be
after the above designed as bonus signs.
calculation.
3. Raceways shall only be permitted
Max. 100 sq. ft. per when unable to place electrical
business for ali wall components within wall/parapet.
signs.
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 7 of 29
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C. RESIDENTIAL

Neighborhood /s 1 per street 1 sq. ft. per 6 ft. 1. Signs shall be affixed to perimeter
Identification entrance unit, max. 50 wall or placed within a
sq. ft. landscaped planter.
OR

2. Sign copy shall be limited to 18
inches in height, name of
development only.

wall One on each 0.5 sq. ft. per 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
side of each unit, max. 25 back 20 feet from any interior
street entrance | sq. ft. property line. Placement shall
. conform to Diagram A.
Vacancy Signs wall One per street 6 sq. ft. Below roofline 1. Copy limited to "vacancy," type
for Multi-family frontage of unit available, and source of’
Developments information.

D. CHURCHES, AND SCHOOLS, AND COMMERCIAL
RECREATIONAL USES WITHIN PUBLIC PARKS

Identification fls One per site 32 sq\.vft. ‘ 7 fr. 1. Freestanding signs shall be
completely located within a
AND landscaped planter.
wall One per site | sq. ft. per Below roofline | 2. Signs shall be monument type.
linear ft. of
bldg. frontage 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
Max. 32 sq. ft. back 5 ft. from any interior
property line.
4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
5. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.
Changeable f’s One per site 30% of 7 ft. To be combined with permitted sign.
Copy allowable
/s area
wall One per site May be in addition to permitted
+0-32 sq. ft. sign.
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 8 of 29
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Business f/s Orie per site Alternative A: 7 ft. 1. Service stations with convenience
Identification 20 sq. ft. if sign markets shall use Alternative A.
contains only '
identification 2. Freestanding signs shall be located
and no in a landscaped planter a minimum
changeable of 2 feet wider than the sign itself.
copy panels for
pricing. 3. Signs shall be monument type.
OR 4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
Alternative B:
50 sq. ft. if
price
information is
incorporated on
sign. Sign shall
contain panels
for fuel price
only. No
detached price
signs shall be
located
elsewhere on
the site.
wall One per street I sq. ft. per Below roofline | 1. Internal illumination or channel
frontage linear foot of letters only.
and/or building
frontage 2. If canopy fascia signs are used for
canopy | One per street business ID, no wall signs shall be
frontage permitted on bidg.
10 sq. ft.

3. Max. letter height for fascia signs
shall be 75% of fascia width.

4. If canopy fascia signs are not
provided, a logo may be permitted
on each side of canopy column
connector (spandrel) in addition to
wall signs.

Fuel Priceand | /s One per street 12 sq. ft. 6 ft. [. Price signs shall advertise fuel
Credit frontage in prices only and no other product
Information conjunction available.
with
Alternative A 2. Freestanding signs shall be
sign completely located within a
landscaped planter.
Price signs
shall be located
a minimum 15
ft. from other
freestanding
signs.
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 9 of 29
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E. SERVICE STATIONS (CONTINUED)

5

Pump attached | One per 2 sq. ft. 10 ft. 1. No other signs shall be permitted
Instructions or to pump | canopy column on the canopy or column except
Identification island as specified.

column

2. Point of purchase signs shall be
prohibited.

3. State or Federal government
required signs encompassed
within a fuel pump shall not be
regulated by this ordinance.

F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS

CSITE

CRITERIA | TYPE - OTHER STANDARDS

Building wall One per 3 sq. ft. per Shall be piaced 1. Such sign shall be in addition to
Identification for building foot of bldg. within top 25 ft. that which is permitted elsewhere
Buildings Over frontage height of bldg. in this article.

100 Ft. in Height
2. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

tmmediately-after-sale-or-lease;
Distriets elese-of eserow-
s

-Commerecial One-persite 2051t 10t 2-Signsshat-notbe-attached-to-the
Distriets commuttities-orereate-any-hazards
tadustrial

—AH-Other

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 10 of 29
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F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS (coNTnvuED) _

233.08 Exempt Signs

The following Signs-si Q are exempt from the sign permit requirements of this-chapterSection
233.04 ineludeThese signs shall not be restricted by content and no fee, permit or application is

required: (3334- -6/97)

A.  Corner stones;{including names of buildings;and dates of erection), and citations
that are made an integral part of the structure. (3334-6/97)

B.  Crediteard;-trading stamp;-or-trade-assoeiation-sigas_Signs not exceeding 0.5
square feet each_posted by commercial establishments. (3334-6/97)

C.  Gevermmental-flagsFlags efposted by any governmental agency-not-used-for
comnercial-prometional purpeses_. (3334-6/97)

D.  Neighberheed-WatehsigasSigns posted by neighborhood safety organizations.

(3334-6/97)

E.  Notices posted by a utility or other quasi-public agent in the performance of a
public duty erby-any person-giving duelegal-notice. (3334-6/97)

Offieral-Signs or notices ef-posted by any court, public body or officer. (3334-6/97)

G. Qﬂ—epef&ﬁeﬁ%ﬁgﬂ&eeﬂﬁs{eﬁew&hlh&e%eﬁsh&kqﬁmemakeeée Slgns posted
by property owners on private property. as required by law (including no trespass

and legal notices). (3334-6/97)

Wh%ehevef—eemes—ﬁfs{—.—z(3334-e/97)

iH. One ﬂameﬁla{e sign, not OVer six (6) square feet in area, displayingthename-and/or
oceupan d he-address; may be placed-posted
at each door loadmg dock or other entrance facmg a public street. (3334-6/97)
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 11 of 29
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sRs-Rote ding-oneOne double-
trance, not exceeding two (2) square feet

On-premise-ps
faced sign per

each commercial parking en

in area and four (4) feet in height. S i
i i 1oh; S - (3334-6/97)

(3360-12/97)

eal-e ate on
&

QK. Signs manufactured as a standard, integral part of a mass-produced product

accessory te-a-commercial-orpublic-or-semi-publie-use;or display structure
including telephone booths, vending machines, automated teller machines, and

gasoline pumps. (3334-6/97)

RL. Signs within a building not visible from a public street and window signs not
exceeding 20 percent of the visible area of a window (50% during December). No
window sign shall be displayed above the second story. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

l

»
K

Signs required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). (3360-12/97)

Street-address-aumeralsTwo (2) signs (including, but not limited to, street numerals

and “no solicitation” notices), not exceeding two (2) square feet each. placed on any

part of a building facing a public street. (3334-6/97)

B
Z

T
1o

-Temporary signs. In any
residential zone, the owner of a lot shall be allowed to post temporary signage on

the lot itself, but not off-site in street medians, dividers, and other public rights-of-
way. This signage shall not be restricted by content, but is usually and customarily
used to advertise real estate sales, political or ideological positions, garage sales,

and home construction or remodeling, etc. Signage shall be allowed for each lot as
follows:

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 12 of 29
08-1668/25685 '
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KEY

Election Si

Political Signs

ol

g

One per
site

5

2 be erected no more than

seventy five (75) days prior to an

ion an b moved withi

ﬂgg en (15) days after an election.

Real Es

Residential

N7

g

Qne per

site

1. nnot create traffic or safet

hazards.

2._May be erected no earlier than
the date the property is placed on
the market for sale, lease or rental,

and is removed immediately after the

sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of

escrow or execution of lease or
rental agreement.

3. No sign may be attached to the
perimeter walls of residential

“communities.

Real Estate

Commercial
Office Dist.

Real Estate

Commercial
Industrial

n
oz

H

©
=

=
)

|

I

= |
=3

|

1 per site

1 per site

10 ft.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazar,

=N
N
=

:

-y
N>
—n
=

:

2_May be erected no earlier than the

date the property is placed on the

market for sale, lease or rental, and

is removed immediately after the
sale, lease, or rental of the property

which is defined as the close of
escrow.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety
hazards.

2. May be erected no earlier than the
date the property is placed on the
market for sale, lease or rental, and
is removed immediately after the

sale, lease, or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or

rental of the property which is

defined as the close of escrow.

Real Estate

All other

<

= |l
2

|

1 per site

10 ft.

1. Cannot create traffic or safety

hazards.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
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KEY

2. May be erected no earlier than

the date the property is placed on
r lea r rental
i ved immediately after th
sale, lease, or rental, and is removed
immediate r the le or
re f r which i
i as the clo f escrow,

3.5i all e o th
j W, of residential
communities.

Construction
Signs

ol

=
S_D_:

|

1 per site

32 sq. ft. None

11 1s erected no earlier than the date

a building permit is issued for the

operty, and is removed prior to
issuance of a certificate of

occupancy or final inspection,
whichever comes first.

Open House
Signs

5

=
)

|

1 per site

6sa.ft. | 4ft

1. Sign must be displayed adjacent
to the entrance of a property or in the
case of a residential subdivision at
the immediate points of access to the
property from an arterial, and is

removed by sunset on any day it is
erected.

2. Placement shall not be in street

medians, dividers, on street signs,
traffic control devices and shall not

obstruct the public right-of-way.

Open House
Sign

3 per site

2.5sq. ft.

B

1. _Must be displayed at the
immediate points of access to a

property or, in the case of a
residential subdivision, from the
immediate point of access from an
arterial.

Pennants

30 sq. ft.

1. Must be placed on light standards
located on private property

2. Must have an eight (8) foot
clearance from the ground.

3. Must be removed within five (5)

busines s of completion of
the City-sponsored event or theme.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance

08-1668/25685
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Prohibited Signs

Canvas signs, banneré, pennants, streamers, balloons or other temporary signs
except as provided in Sections 233.08 (Exempt Signs), 233.16 (Subdivision
Directional Signs) or 233.18 (Promotional Activity Signs). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Mobile, A-frame;-andframe, and portable signs and those of a similar nature which
are not permanently attached to the ground or building except as provided in
Sections 233.18 or 233.20. (3334-6/97) '

Roof signs_except those permitted under Section 233.18(4). (3334-6/97)

Signs which resemble any official marker erected by the city, state, or any
governmental agency, or which, by reason of position, shape, color or illumination
would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic sign or signal or would be
a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. (3334-6/97)

Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, fire or other such emissions. (3334-6/97)

Flashing, moving, pulsating, or intermittently lighted signs, mechanical movement
signs, including searchlights, except electronic readerboards and public service
signs such as those for time and temperature. (3334-6/97)

Live aAnimals er-human-beingslive-orsimnulated; utilized as signs. (3334-6/97)

Projecting signs, except canopy or awning signs and under-canopy signs, subject to
subsections 233.06(A) and 233.06(E). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Signs which constitute a nuisance or hazard due to their intensity of light. (3334-6/97)

Signs visible from and within 100 feet of an R district which are illuminated
between the hours of 10:00 PM and 7:00 AM unless they identify an establishment
open for business during those hours. (3360-12/97)

Off-premises signs, including billboards or advertising structures installed for the
purpose of advertising a project, subject or business unrelated to the premises upon
which the sign is located, except st frect i i

subdivision-directional signs-and-multiple-user
electronie-readerbeardsas permitted pursuant to Sections 233.14 (Readerboard

Signs-Multiple Users) and 233.16 (Subdivision Directional Signs). (3334-6/97)

Abandoned signs and signs which no longer identify a bona fide business
conducted on the premises. Such signs shall be removed by the property owner
within 60 days of the business' closing date. The sign panel may be turned over
(blank side out) if the sign complies with code. (3334-6/97. 3360-12/97)

Signs located on any-public property, including signs affixed to utility poles, trees
or projecting onto the public right-of-way, except political signs and those required
by law. This section shall not prohibit the placement of advertising panels on
public service items including, but not limited to, trash receptacles, bicycle racks,
bus benches, transit shelters, and telephone booths, within public rights-of-way or
in publicly-operated beaches or parks provided such items are placed in accord with
an agreement granted by the City Council. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 15 of 29
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N.  Vehicle signs, signs affixed to automobiles, trucks, trailers or other vehicles on
public or private property for the basie-purpose of advertising, identifying or
providing direction to a use or activity not related to the lawful use of the vehicle
for delivering merchandise or rendering service. Any such vehicle signs which
have as their primary purpose to serve as a non-moving or moving display are
prohibited. (3334-6/97)

233.12 Electronic Readerboards

N Electronic readerboards may-be-are permitted subject to the review by the Design Review Board,
- and approval of a conditional use permit by the Zoning Administrator. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3711-

06/05)

A.  Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow an
electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following
findings: (3334-6/97, 3711-06/05)

1.  The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in this chapter; (3334-6/97)

2. The proposed electronic readerboard sign is compatible with other signs on
the site and in the vicinity; (3334-6/97)

3. The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent rights-of-way or create a hazard to vehicular or
pedestrian traffic; and (3334-6/97)

4. The proposed electronic readerboard sign shall not have adverse visual
impacts on adjoining commercial and/or residential neighborhoods. (3334-6/97)

B.  Readerboard Sign Criteria: (3360-12/97)

1. Electronic readerboards may be freestanding or wall type signs. (3334-6/97)

2. The maximum number of electronic readerboards shall be one per site. (3334-6/97)

3. The maximum sign area shall be 115 square feet; 90 square feet for message
center; and 25 feet for other information. (3334-6/97)

4. The maximum height of a freestanding electronic readerboard sign shall be
25 feet. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

5. The electronic readerboard shall have cylinders, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night. (3334-6/97)

6.  The maximum measurable light output of the electronic readerboard shall not
exceed 50 foot-candles at any property line. (3334-6/97)

C.  Location Requirements: (3334-6/97)

I. Electronic readerboards shall only be allowed on parcels abutting a freeway
and on parcels abutting Beach Boulevard, excluding the portion along Beach

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 16 of 29
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Boulevard designated as a landscape corridor south of Adams to Pacific
Coast Highway. (3334-6/97)

Minimum lot frontage: 200 feet. (3334-6/97)
Minimum distance between electronic readerboards: 150 feet. (3334-6/97)

Minimum distance to any residence: 150 feet. (3334-6/97)

Other Standards: (3334-6/97)

1.

Where a site has an electronic readerboard, temporary banners, balloons, flags,
etc. shall be permitted a maximum of 15 days per calendar year. (3334-6/97)
Hours of operation: 6:30 AM-to 10:30 PM. At least 10 percent of the
message time, or any percentage deemed necessary by the City for emergency
conditions, shall be used for public service announcements. (3334-6/97)

Messages in an electronic readerboard shall be no faster than one message
every four seconds, and the minimum interval between messages shall be at
least one second. Continuous motion of messages is not permitted. (3334-6/97)

Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted. (3334-6/97)

In addition to the electronic readerboard sign, one monument sign, maximum
of seven (7) feet in height and a maximum fifty (50) square feet in sign area,
may be permitted and all other signage shall be brought into conformance
with this chapter. (3334-6/97)

Readerboard Signs - Multiple Users

Off-site electronic readerboard signs may be permitted subject to the review by the Design
Review Board and approval of a conditional use permit appreval by the Zoning Administrator.

Approval of electronic readerboard signs shall be subject to the following: (3334-6/97, 3711-06/05)

A.  Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow a multiple

user electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following

findings: (3334-6/97)

1. The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance; (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent right-of-way or create a hazard to vehicle or pedestrian
traffic. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 17 of 29
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B.  Multiple User Readerboard Sign Criteria: (3360-12/97)

1.

Multiple user electronic readerboard signs may be located at a site which is
not the location of any of the parties using the sign for advertising. (3334-6/97)

Multiple user electronic readerboard shall be freestanding. (3334-6/97)
The maximum sign area shall be twelve hundred (1200) square feet. (3334-6/97)

The maximum height of a multiple user readerboard sign shall be eighty-five
(85) feet. (3334-6/97) ’

The multiple user readerboard shall have cylinders or directional incandescent
lamps and have a shade screen or louver system, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night. (3334-6/97)

C. Lightin,é Standards: (3334-6/97)

1. The maximum night time light intensity and illuminance shall conform to the
following: (3334-6/97)
MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME INTENSITY
Height from Ground
(in feet) 5 10 20 30 50 70 85
Maximum Intensity v _
(x 1000 lumens) 125 130 | 145 170 250 370 490

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME ILLUMINANCE

Land Use
at Receptor Site Residential Commercial Other
Maximum Illuminance
(foot-candles) 0.3 2.0 1.0

(3334-6/97)

The maximum night time illuminance shall be measured at the receptor site,
at ground level, by a direct reading, portable light meter. Measurements shall
not be made within one hour after sunset or before sunrise. (3334-6/97)

[lluminance shall be determined by the difference between a reading taken
with the sign on and another reading taken within three (3) minutes with the
sign off. (3334-6/97)

An illuminance chart shall be prepared by a licensed engineer and submitted
to the Director for approval prior to installation. Conformance with this
ordinance shall be verified by actual measurements made, as specified herein,
after installation. The method of measurement and results shall be subject to
approval of the Director. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 18 of 29
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D.  Location Requirements: (3334-6/97)

1. A multiple user readerboard shall be located no farther than two hundred
(200) feet from a freeway. (3334-6/97)

2. The minimum distance between multiple user readerboards shall be one
thousand (1,000) feet. (3334-6/97) :

3. The sign shall be a minimum distance of 600 feet from residential properties.
(3360-12/97)

E.  Other Standards: (3334-6/97)

1. No off-site electronic readerboard will be permitted except for multiple users.
(3334-6/97) : , ’

2. Atleast twenty percent (20%) of the message time, or any percentage deemed
necessary by the City for emergency conditions shall be used for public
service announcements. (3334-6/97)

3. Messages in a multiple user sign shall be no faster than one message every
four (4) seconds and the minimum interval between messages shall be at least
one second. (3334-6/97)

4. Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted. (3334-6/97)

233.16 Subdivision Directional Signs

Subdivision directional signs shall contain only the name of a development, the developer, price
information, and directional information for larid development projects located within the
eityCity. N ~elop project-shall-be-permitted-more-thanSign permits for off-site
subdivision directional signs for land development projects shall be limited to no more than six
off-site subdivision-direetional signs, and approval for such signs shall be subject to the
following standards: (3334-6/97)

2

A.  Location requirements: (3334-6/97)

L. Signs shall not be located within any street medians, divides or other public
rights-of-way or on any property developed with residential uses other than

that of the subdivision identified. (3334-6/97)

2. Signs located on the same side of the street shall be a minimum of 600 feet
from any other subdivision directional sign except a sign may be permitted on
each comner of the intersection of arterial highways. (3334-6/97)

3. Maximum area and height: (3334-6/97)

a. 64 square feet in area and 15 feet high provided there is a minimum
50 foot distance from any adjacent developed property. (3334-6/97)

b. 32 square feet in area and 8 feet high provided there is a minimum
25 foot distance from any adjacent developed property. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 19 of 29
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B.  Permit expiration: Sign Permits issued for subdivision directional signs shall
expire either one year from the date of issuance or on the date 90 percent of the
project's units have all been sold, leased, or rented for the first time, whichever is
sooner. Annual renewals may be granted for such time as units still exist for sale:
however, no more than one directional sign is allowed after 90 percent of the units
are sold, leased or rented. (3334-6/97)

C.  Street widening: When a sign conflicts with street widening or construction, it
shall be removed upon written notice at no cost to any public agency. (3334-6/97)

D.  Required bond: Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall file a
cash bond in an amount set by resolution of the City Council. The full bond
amount shall be refunded if the sign structure is removed and the site restored to its
original condition within 15 days after the expiration of the permit. If the sign
structure is not removed, the City shall remove the sign and its supporting structure
with the cost deducted from the cash bond, and any remainder refunded. (3334-6/97)

- 233.18 Promotional Activity Signs -

A.- Promotional activity signs may be placed on a site subject to the . ‘
issuance of a temporary sign permit by the Director, and provided that temperary
such signs comply with all of the standards set forth in this sectionSection, and

provided such signs do not create safety hazards or block signs identifying
adjoining establishments. (3334-6/97)

B. A temporary sign permit for a promotional activity sign, banners, pennant or
pennants, unless otherwise specified, shall be valid for a maximum of ninety (90)
days in any calendar year and shall not be renewable. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

| C.  A-premetienal Promotional activity banneresbanners shall not exceed one square
foot of banner area for each linear foot of building frontage and in no case shall the
total banner area exceed 100 square feet. Pennants shall be limited to a maximum
of one square foot for each pennant. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

5 —_A promotional activity
banner, as permitted above, shall not be affected by the issuance of a grand opening
promotional activity sign permit during the same calendar year. The size of a grand

opening promotional activity banner shall not exceed the size specified in Section
233.18 C. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

E.  Promotional activity sigassigns, banners and pennants shall ret-be maintained and
' not be in a condition of disrepair. Disrepair shall include torn, faded or sagging

SIgns. (3334-6/97)

F.  Sites-The Director may approve a temporary sign permit for a promotional sien. to
be displaved on a site with electronic readerboards s :

shall-be permitted-to-have
promotionalactivity-stgns-displayed-up to a maximum of fifteen (15) days per

calendar year. (3334-6/97)

ats) A Y

3 = 2 2
l O v, 10

© (3334-6/973360-12/97)Vehicle sales businsses and automobile dealerships located on
Beach Boulevard may, without first obtaining a temporary use permit from the

Director, display promotional activity signs, banners, pennants, and car-top signs

that comply with the following standards:

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 20 of 29
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1. Eighteen inch (18") non-metallic helium balloons and large non-metallic
inflatables may be displayed on the weekends (Friday 9:00 AM through
Sunday 12:00 Midnight), provided they do not project over the public right-
of-way. (3334-6/97)

2. Automobile dealerships on Beach Boulevard shall be permitted to display
flags, pennants, banners and car-top signs throughout the year. (3334-6/97)

H.  Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
shall obtain a temporary sign permit for the use of large displays and inflatables
larger than eighteen inches (18") in diameter. The displays and inflatables shall be
affixed directly to the ground or roof of a building;the-di i

i ir. The displays and inflatables shall be limited to a
maximum of twelve (12) weekends per calendar year. (3360-12/97)

233.20 Planned Sign Program

A planned-sign-pregramPlanned Sign Program shall be submitted to the Director when required
by Section 233.04 B. Such program shall be reviewed and approved by the Director prior to
issuance of any building permit-forsigas. The purpose of the ptanned-siga-pregramPlanned Sign
Program is to encourage coordinated and quality sign design as well as to permit more flexible
sign standards for commercial and industrial centers. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

The standards of Section 233.06 shall be used as a guide in the design of a planned-sign
programPlanned Sign Program. The property owner shall designate a person or firm as the
primary liaison with the City for the purpose of submitting sign permit requests in conformance

with the approved planned-sign-programPlanned Sign Program. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

A.  Planned sign program applications shall be submitted to the Planning Division and
shall include the following: (3334-6/97)

1. Asite plan, drawn to scale, depicting the precise locations of all buildings and
SIgNs; (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. Drawings and/or sketches indicating the exterior surface details of all
buildings on the site on which wall signs, directory signs, or projecting signs
are proposed; (3334-6/97)

3. Written text describing the specific sign criteria for the property. The
program shall, at minimum, include provisions regulating sign height, area,
sign type, colors, design and location. (3360-12/97)

4. A statement of the reasons for any requested modifications to the provisions
or standards of this chapter; and (3334-6/97)

5. The name, address, and telephone number of the person or firm responsible
for administering the planned-signprogramPlanned Sign Program. (3334-6/97)

B. A planned-sign-pregramPlanned Sign Program may include more than one
freestanding sign per parcel or other deviations from the standards of this chapter,

provided that the total sign area does not exceed the area otherwise permitted by
Section 233.06 by more than 10 percent, or by 30% for multiple automobile
franchises occupying the same lot, and commercial businesses with 50,000 square

feet or more of floor area. In approving a planned-signprogramPlanned Sign
Program, the Director shall find: (3334-6/97. 3360-12/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 21 of 29
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1. That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of existing

improvements on the site and are well related to each other, reflecting a
common theme and design style. (3334-6/97)

The Director may require any reasonable conditions necessary to carry out the .
intent of the planned-sign-programPlanned Sign Program. For developments with
existing signs, a schedule or phasing plan for bringing such signs into conformance
with the planned-sign-programPlanned Sign Program shall be submitted and

become part of the approval_of the Planned Sign Program. A cash bond may be
required to guarantee their modification or removal. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions

Signs within the Downtown Specific Plan or located in any other specific plan areas
shall comply with any additional requirements outlined within the plan itself and
any applicable design guidelines. (3334-6/97) .

Non-commercial murals, non-commercial large graphic designs, and statuary shall
be subject to review by the Director for the sole purpose of ensuring that such
displays will not pose a hazard to public health, safety or welfare. (3334-6/97)

No window or contiguous window panes shall be covered by paper or painting
signs whieh-that exceed 20 percent of the total area of that window-at-any

timehowever;—Exeeption:—Windows_windows may be covered up to 50% during
the month of December. - ’

 (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Nonconforming Signs

Continuation of Use. Any-A nonconforming en-site sign may be maintained on site
after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this title, provided that the
nonconforming sign is not: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

1. . Changed to another nonconforming sign; or (3334-6/97)
2. Structurally altered so as to extend its useful life; or (3334-6/97)

3. Expanded or altered as defined in Section 233.28, except that a change of
sign panel/face may be permitted provided the items of information on the
sign (i.e., business name) remain the same; or (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

4. Reestablished after discontinuance for ninety (90) days or more; or
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

5. Reestablished after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of
the sign value at the time of such damage or destruction. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Signs replaced or requested to be modified at the owner's initiative shall comply
with all current provisions of this chapter unless granted-the Director approves a
sign-code-exeeptionSign Code Exception a, limited-siga-permitLimited Sign Permit
or planned-sign-programPlanned Sign Program. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
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233.26 Code Compliance

Signs shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter, the Uniform Building Code and National
Electric Code, as adopted by the City. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97) ‘

Any sign by design, location or configuration that violates this Chapter or creates a pedestrian or
vehicle hazard is deemed to be a public nuisance and subiect to enforcement under this Code

and/or the Huntington Beach Municipal Code. :

Penalty. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall maintain, place, erect, or permit
any sign to be displayed in violation of this chapter. Violations are a misdemeanor and are
punishable as provided in Chapter 249 Enforcement of the Huntington Beach Zoning and -
Subdivision Ordinance. (3360-12/97)

233.28 Definitions

- The following definitions shall apply to the provisions in this Chapter. General definitions are
contained in Chapter 203. (3334-6/97)

“A. Abandoned Sign: a sign which no longer directs, advertises or identifies a legal
businéss establishment; product or activity on the premises where such sign is
displayed. (3334-6/97) ' '

B. Alteration: any change of copy, sign face, color, size, shape, illumination, position,
location, construction, or supporting structure of any sign. (3334-6/97)

C.  Animated Sign: any sign which is designed to give a message through'a sequence of

progressive changes of parts or lights or degree of lighting. (3334-6/97)

D. Area of Sign: (3334-6/97)

1. The area included within the outer dimensions of a sign (excluding structural
supports). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. For freestanding signs, sign area shall be calculated on one (1) face of the
sign, provided a sign face on a double-sided sign is not separated from the
opposite side of the sign by more than 12 inches at any point.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

3. For illuminated awning or canopy signs, sign area shall be calculated around
the sign copy only. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

4. For signs without a border or frame (channel or skeleton letters), the area
shall be within a rectangle or eight (8) continuous straight lines (with right
angles) formed around the extreme outer limits of the sign message,
including all figures and any background or color which is an integral part of
the sign.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

SIGN AREA SIGN

AREA
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E. Awning: a shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a building and
composed of non-rigid materials except for the supporting framework. (3334-6/97)

F. Awning Sign: a sign painted on, printed on, or attached flat against the surface of an
awning. (3334-6/97)

G. Banner Sign: a temporary sign composed of fabric or flexible material with no
enclosing frame. (3334-6/97)

H. Bonus Sign: an internally illuminated freestanding sign designed with opaque sign
faces/panels, and illumination for items of information only. (3360-12/97)

L Business Identification Sign: a sign which serves to identify only the name and
address of the premises, business, building or portion of building upon which it is
located and includes no other advertising such as product lists, phone numbers and
hours of operation. Logos may also be permitted. (3334-6/97)

J. - . Building Frontage: the linear extent of a building or-business which has frontage on
either a street or parking area. Only one side of the building facing the street or
parking area shall be used to determine the maximum sign area. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

K. - Canopy: a permanent roof-like structure which extends along and projects beyond -
the wall of a building, or is freestanding as common in service stations, and is
generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

L. Changeable Copy Sign: a sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or
illustrations that can be changed manually or electrically without altering the face or
surface of the sign. (3334-6/97)

M. Channel letters: individual letters or figures, illuminated or non-illuminated, affixed
to a building or freestanding sign structure. (3334-6/97)

N. Construction Sign: a temporary sign identifying the persons, firms or businesses
directly connected with a construction or development project and may include the
name of the future site occupant. (3334-6/97)

0. Directional Sign: an on-premise incidental sign designed to guide or direct
pedestrian or vehicular traffic. (3334-6/97)

P. Electronic Readerboard: a changeable message sign consisting of a matrix of lamps
which are computer controlled. (3334-6/97)

Q. Exposed Neon: neon tubing used for lighting in signs and other building
identification such as raceways and accent lighting. (3360-12/97)

R. Exposed Raceway: visible tube or box behind a wall sign used to house electrical
wiring for the wall sign. (3360-12/97)

S. Flashing Sign: an illuminated sign which contains an intermittent or sequential
flashing light source or any other such means to attract attention. This definition is
not intended to include "changeable copy signs" or "animated signs." (3334-6/97)

T. Freestanding Sign: a sign permanently attached to the ground and which does not
have a building as its primary structural support. This includes ground signs, pole
signs and monument signs. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 24 of 29
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EE.
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GG.
HH.

L.

JJ.

KK.

LL.
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Grand Opening: a promotional activity not exceeding ninety (90) calendar days
used by newly established businesses to inform the public of their location and
Services. (3334-6/97)

Ground Sign: see Freestanding Sign. (3334-6/97)

Illegal Sign: a sign which was erected without the benefit-ofobtaining a permit_as
required by this Chapter, that does not meet the requirements of this ordinance, or
has not received legal nonconforming status. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Incidental Sign: a small sign pertaining to goods, products, services or facilities
which are available on the premises where the sign occurs and intended primarily
for the convenience of the public. (3334-6/97) '

Indirect [llumination: a light cast on the surface of a sign from an exterior source.
(3334-6/97) ; .

Industrial Center: any site containing three (3) or more industrial activities. (3360-

12/97)

~ Integrated Development: 4 development or site comprised of one or more parcels

served by common access ways, driveways, parking and landscaping. (3334-6/97)

Interior illumination: any sign face which is artificially lit from the inside. (3334-6/97)

Item of information: each word, design, symbol, or figure. (3334-6/97)

Limited Sign Permit: Gi

andA permit approved by the Director that permits a temporary sign used to
advertise a short-term special activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under new
ownership, fall sale, etc. and maintenance or modification to the face or copy of a

nonconforming sign fer-up-te-ato extend a use of the sign for a time period deemed
appropriate by the Director, but not to exceed a two (2) years-peried. (3360-12/97)

Logo: a trademark or company name symbol. (3334-6/97)
Marquee: see Canopy. (3334-6/97)
Mansard: a sloped roof or roof-like facade. (3334-6/97)

Monument Sign: a free standing sign with a solid base. (3334-6/97)

Moving Sign: any sign or device which has any visible moving part, visible
revolving part, or visible mechanical movement. (3334-6/97)

Name Plate Sign: an attached sign which designates the names and/or address of a
business, and/or the words "entrance" or "exit." (3334-6/97) ’

Nonconforming Sign: a sign which was erected legally but does not comply with
provisions of the current sign_ordinance-provisions. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Off-Site Sign: any sign which advertises goods, products, services or facilities not
sold, produced, manufactured or furnished on the premises on which the sign is
located. These signs are also known as outdoor advertising, billboards, and poster
panels. (3334-6/97)
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O0.

PP.

QQ.
RR.

SS.

TT.

Uu.
VV.

WW.

XX.

YY.

Z7.

AAA.

BBB.

CCC.

KEY
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On-Site Sign: a sign which pertains to the use(s) of the site on which it is located.
(3334-6/97)

Open House Sign: a sign which identifies a building for sale or lease which is open

and available for inspection;-and-sets-forth-ne-otheradvertisement. (3334-6/97)

Planned Sign Program: City-approved-entitlement-whichA required component for
certain sign permits that incorporates coordinated and quality sign design elements

and is reviewed and approved by the Director. (3360-12/97)

Point of Purchase Display: advertising of a retail item accompanying its display,
e.g., an advertisement on a product dispenser. (3334-6/97)

Pole Sign: see Freestanding Sign. (3334-6/97)

Political Sign: a sign identifying either a candidate for public office or an issue
relating to a forthcoming election. (3334-6/97) _ ,

Portable Sign: any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building.
(3334-6/97) o ; ' B .

Projecting Sign: a sign which is attached to and projects from the wall of the
building more than 18 inches and which has its display surface perpendicular to
such wall, to the structure to which it is attached. (3334-6/97)

Promotional Activity Sign: a temporary sign used to advertise a short term special
activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under new ownership, fall sale, etc. (3334-6/97)

Public Access Signage: signage that directs the general public to the coast or sea
and/or public amenities available for general public use. (3360-12/97)

Public Service Information Sign: any sign intended primarily to promote items of
general interest to the community such as time, temperature, date, atmospheric
conditions, news or traffic control, etc. (3334-6/97)

Real Estate Sign: any temporary sign indicating that the premises on which the sign
is located is for sale, lease or rent. (3334-6/97)

Roof Sign: an attached sign constructed upon or over a roof, or placed so as to
extend above the visible roofline; or a freestanding sign which is greater in height
than the building it serves to identify. (3334-6/97)

Rotating Sign: any sign or portion thereof which physically revolves about an axis.
(3334-6/97)

Sign: any medium for visual communication, including its structure and component
parts, which is used or intended to be used to attract attention. (3334-6/97)

Sign Height: measurement from the adjacent sidewalk or curb to the highest portion
of the sign, including architectural elements. (3360-12/97)

Sign Code Exception: City-approved-entitlement granting a deviation to some of the
specifications set forth in this chapter_that is approved by the Director. (3360-12/97)
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Sign Copy: any words, letters, numbers, ﬁgures designs or other symbolic
representation mcorporated into a 31gn for the purpose of attracting attention.

Site: one or more parcels of land identified by the assessor's records where an
integrated building development has been approved or proposed. The site shall
include all parcels of land contained within or a part of the development

Site Frontage: the length of a lot or parcel of land along or fronting a street.

Special Events Sign: a temporary sign advertlsmg or pertammg to any civic,
patriotic, or special event of a general public interest taking place w1th1n the 01ty

Subdivision D1rect10nal Sign: a sign pr0v1d1ng direction. to a land development .

Supergraphic: a painted design which covers an area greater than ten percent ofa
wall, bu11d1ng facade, or other structure. (3334-6/97)

Temporary Sign: a sign which is installed for a limited time and is not constructed

Temporary Window Sign: a sign painted or constructed of paper or other
lightweight material and affixed to the interior or exterior side of a window or glass
area on a building for a limited time. (3334-6/97)

DDD.
(3334-6/97)
EEE.
application.
(3334-6/97)
FFF.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
GGG.
(3334-6/97)
HHH.
project pursuant to this chapter. (3334-6/97)
-1
J1J.
or intended for long-term use. (3334-6/97)
KKK.
LLL. Vehicle Sales Dealerships

EEEMMM.  Wall Sign: any sign which is attached or erected on the exterior, posted, or

~ painted or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a bu11dmg including the
parapet, with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall, and which
does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project above
the height of the wall or parapet. (3334-6/97)
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MMMNNN. Window Sign: a sign in which the name, address, phone number, or hours of
operation are applied directly to the window of a business, or a sign visible through
the window from the street. (3334-6/97)
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‘L @ City of Huntington Beach Planning Department

STAFF REPORT

HUNYINGTON BEACH

TO: Planning Commission

FROM: Scott Hess, AICP, Director of Planning.
BY: Rosemary Medel, Associate Planner W
DATE: December 9, 2008

SUBJECT: ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 08-003 (AMENDING CHAPTER 233 SIGNS)

APPLICANT: City of Huntington Beach, 2000 Main Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648

LOCATION: Citywide

STATEMENT OF ISSUE:

+ Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 request:

- Update Section 233.08 based on recent court decisions.

- Provide further clarification regarding types of signs and permitted placement of temporary signs.

- Create. Consistency throughout Chapter 233 Signs by revising various sections of the code for
consistency with the General Plan.

- Increase the allowable square footage of Menu Boards in response to the need of commercial
drive-thru businesses.

- Reduce visual clutter caused by the proliferation of onsite and off-site signs.

RECOMMENDATION:

Motion to:

“Approve Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 with findings (Attachment No. 1) and forward the draft
ordinance (Attachment No. 2) to the City Council for adoption.”

ALTERNATIVE ACTION(S):

The Planning Commission may take alternative actions such as:

“Continue Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 and direct staff accordingly.”



PROJECT PROPOSAL:

Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-003 represents a request to amend Chapter 233 (Signs) of the
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance (HBZSO) pursuant to the direction from the City
Council. The primary purpose of the sign code amendment is the following:

¢ Eliminate Content-Base Restrictions from Section 233.08 Exempt Signs

* Provide further clarification regarding sign type and permitted location of temporary signs.

¢ Create Consistency throughout Chapter 233 Signs by revising various sections of the code for
consistency with the General Plan. ’

* Increase the allowable square footage of Menu Boards to be responsive to the needs of the
business community.

* Reduce visual clutter caused by the proliferation of onsite and off-site signs.

Background:

The City Attorney’s Office prepared this amendment as a result of recent court decisions indicating that
specific exemptions for political, real estate, and car dealership signs are content-based and therefore
unconstitutional. Pursuant to a court ruling, the City is required to change its sign ordinance.

ISSUES:

Subject Property And Surrounding Land Use, Zoning And General Plan Designations:

LOCATION GENERAL PLAN ZONING LAND USE
Citywide All Land Use Categories | All Zoning Categories All Land Uses

General Plan Conformance:

The proposed project is consistent with the goals and objectives of the City’s General Plan as follows:

A. Urban Design Element

Policies - UD 1.2.3: Coordinate the design of public and private signs and graphics on a citywide
basis. Consider developing guidelines for private commercial monument signage that incorporates a
consistent public identification device such as a City logo or a logo for the business’ location, i.e.
Beach Boulevard.

Policies UD 1.3.1: Require a consistent design theme and/or landscape design character along the
community’s corridors that reflects the unique qualities of each district. Ensure that streetscape

“standards for the major commercial corridors, the residential corridors, and primary and secondary
image corridors provide each corridor with its own identity while promoting visual continuity
throughout the City.
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The Urban Design Element of the General Plan has identified that Huntington Beach has some visual
elements that weaken the community’s identity. One element is signage, which unless issues of
design, coordination, visual clutter and image are addressed will not promote a positive image of the
City.

Zoning Compliance: Not applicable

Urban Design Guidelines Checklist: Not applicable

Environmental Status:

The proposed project is categorically exempt pursuant to City Council Resolution No. 4501, Class 20,
which supplements the California Environmental Quality Act.

Coastal Status:

This project would be considered a minor amendment to the City’s Local Coastal Program and will be
forwarded to the California Coastal Commission with other minor amendments.

Redevelopment Status: Not applicable.

Design Review Board: Not applicable.

Subdivision:Committee: Not applicable.

Other Departments Concerns and Requirements:

The City Attorney’s Office drafted the ordinance. There were no comments from other departments.

Public Notification:

A 1/8 page legal notice was published in the Huntington Beach/Fountain Valley Independent on
November 20, 2008, and notices were sent to individuals/organizations requesting notification (Planning
Department’s Notification Matrix), as well as other interested parties. As of December 2, 2008 no
communication supporting or opposing the request has been received.

Application Processing Dates:
DATE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION: MANDATORY PROCESSING DATE(S):

September 8. 2008 Legislative Action — Not Applicable
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ANALYSIS:

The proposed changes primarily affect temporary and promotional activity signs such as those used by the
real estate and construction industries, as well as political signs, and signs that do not normally require a
building permit. The amendments clarify that these signs shall not be restricted by content and
consolidate the regulations for temporary signs within the ordinance for ease of use. Language has also
been added clarifying the proper location for temporary signs. No changes to size standards are required
or proposed. The amendment including the existing sign code regulations are preventative measures
intended to restrict placement and location of signs that could potentially cause a traffic safety hazard
while improving the aesthetics for signs-citywide. '

In addition, staff is recommending the clean-up of certain sections of the code for clarification and
consistency. Section 233.06 Permitted Signs is also proposed to be amended to increase the allowable
square footage permitted for menu boards from 10 square feet to 32 square feet in an effort to address the
needs of the business community. Larger menu boards are directly related to the merging of fast-food
restaurants and increased menu selections. Sign Code Exception applications processed over the last ten
years reveal increases from 10 to 30 square feet above the 10 square feet permitted by code. Additionally,
increasing the allowable square footage for menu boards will reduce processing time for new and existing
businesses and accommodate the visual need of the consumers.

Planning Commission Study Session
During the study session held with the Planning -Commission on October 14, 2008, the Planning
Commission requested staff review the sign criteria regulating political signs in other cities. Staff

contacted the cities of Lake Forest, Irvine, and Tustin. The results are illustrated in the following table.

Political Signs Survey Table

Sign Regulation ‘Lake Forest Irvine Tustin Fountain Huntington
‘ : Valley Beach
1. Duration of Sign N/A N/A 45 days prior to | N/A 75 days prior to
Posting Election Election
2. Number of Signs One (1) One (1) Private One (1) Private | No limit. One (1) Private
Permitted - | Candidate Sign, | Property Property, Three | Private Property,
and 1 per Ballot | Candidate Sign, | (3) in Public Property only | prohibited in
Measure and 1 per Ballot | Parkway with street medians
measure abutting any one | authorization. | and dividers
Parcel
3. Number of Days to | 5 days 10 days 5 days 10 days 15 days
Removal :
4. Size Limitation 10 sf Six (6) sf —within | Private 32 sf, | N/A N/A
150 ft from an Parkway Six (6)
intersection, 12 sf
sf beyond 150 ft
from intersection
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Staff does not recommend changes to the Political Sign regulations of the HBZSO as a result of this
survey because this type of sign has historically not presented a code enforcement problem in Huntington
Beach.

While the amendments clarify standards and compliance with the Federal Court ruling is achieved, these
amendments also meet the intent of the General Plan to reduce visual clutter by clear regulatory standards.
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve and forward Zoning Text Amendment No. 08-
003 to City Council for adoption.

ATTACHMENTS:

I Suggestea Fm'd’mgs for KPPI‘G'V&L

2. Draft Ordinance ZTA No-68-003
—3—+Eegislative Praft—Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordifrance Chapter233-Signs.
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
AMENDING CHAPTER 233 OF THE HUNTINGTON BEACH ZONING AND
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE RELATING TO SIGNS

ORDINANCE NO. _ 3826

The City Council of the City of Huntington Beach does hereby ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 233 of the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
is hereby amended to read as follows:

233.02 Reserved

233.04 Permits Required

Sign permits are required for all signs, unless expressly exempted under Section 233.08 or
otherwise provided by this Code. A building permit application for a new sign or change in
sign panel/face shall be approved by the Planning Department prior to installation and issuance
of a building permit by the Building and Safety Department.

A.  Sign Permit. A complete sign application shall include the following information:

1. Two sets of fully-dimensioned plans drawn to scale. The plans shall include
the following:

a. Site plan indicating the location of all proposed signs, as well as the size
and location of existing signs on the site. Photographs should be
submitted if available.

b. Sign elevations, indicating overall square footage and letter/figure
dimensions, letter style, color (indicate standard color number if
applicable), materials, proposed copy and illumination method.

¢. Dimensioned building elevations with existing and proposed signs
depicted.

2. Property owner approval in the form of a letter or signature on the plans,
approving the proposed signs and authorizing submission of the sign
application.

3. For wall signs, method of attachment; for freestanding signs, foundation plan,
sign support and attachment plan.

4. Type and method of electrical insulation devices, where applicable.
5. Any design modification from the requirements of this chapter that have been

approved shall be noted, and compliance with the Planned Sign Program,
limited sign permit, or sign code exception shall be demonstrated.

30083 : 1
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Planned Sign Program. Review and approval of a Planned Sign Program
pursuant to Section 233.20 is required for a sign permit for the following requests:

© 1. A site with five or more non-residential businesses or uses.

2. Assite with two or more freestanding identification signs where there is a
request for a new freestanding sign.

3. Commercial properties with 1,300 feet or more on one street frontage
requesting more freestanding signs than allowed pursuant to Section 233.06.

4. Consolidated subdivision directional signs identifying multiple projects on
multiple sign panels.

5. Service stations.
6.  Wall signs for second floor businesses with exterior access.

7. Wall signs installed on a building wall not adjacent to the business suite.

Sign Code Exception: The Director may grant approval for a sign code exception
of not more than 20% in sign height or sign area. Ten (10) working days prior to
submittal for a building permit, applicant shall notice adjacent property owners and
tenants by first class mail. Notice of application shall include the following:

1. Name of applicanf.
2. Location of planned development or use, including address.
3. Nature of the proposed development shall be fully disclosed in the notice.

4. Planning Department phone number and address of City Hall shall be
provided in the notice to call for viewing plans.

5. The date by which any comments must be received in writing by the
Planning Department.

- 6. Planning Director shall receive entire list including name and address of
those receiving the mailing.

The Design Review Board shall review and render a recommendation to the
Director for sign code exception requests of more than 20% in sign height or sign
area supergraphics, three-dimensional signs, and relief from the strict application of
Section 233.06. Neighborhood Notification required pursuant to Chapter 241. The
following findings shall be made prior to approval of any sign code exception:

1. The sign is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to
special circumstances defined by the applicant and applicable to the property.

2. The sign will not adversely affect other signs in the area.

3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity.
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4. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not
be a hazardous distraction.

Limited Sign Permit: The owner of a sign which does not conform to the provisions
of Section 233.06 may file an application for a limited sign permit to the Director
for permission to change the face or copy of such sign. A limited sign permit

cannot be processed for an Illegal Sign or a Prohibited Sign listed in Section
233.10. The Director may approve the face change and extend a sign's use for a
time period deemed appropriate, not to exceed two (2) years. A sign permit shall

be obtained pursuant to Section 233.04(A) prior to installation of the new sign
panel/face.

A cash bond in an amount determined by the Director to reflect the cost of removal
based on information provided by a sign company shall be required to guarantee the
sign's removal upon expiration of the limited sign permit. Approval shall be subject

to the following findings:

1. Due to unique circumstances, the sign's immediate removal will result in a
substantial hardship for the applicant.

The sign will not adversely affect other lawfully erected signs in the area.

The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity.

AW

The sign will be in keeping with the character of the surrounding area.

5. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will
not be a hazardous distraction.

Design Review Board. The Design Review Board (DRB) shall review and render a
recommendation to the appropriate decision maker (Zoning Administrator,
Director, Planning Commission, etc.) on the following items prior to issuance of a
permit by the Planning and/or the Building & Safety Departments for the
following:

1. Electronic Readerboard Signs.
2. Signs on properties within the following areas:
a. Redevelopment Agency project areas;

b.  Areas subject to specific plans which do not include specific guidelines
for signs;

¢.  OS-PR (Open Space-Parks and Recreation) and OS-S (Open Space-
Shoreline districts); and

d.  Any other area designated by the City Council.

Temporary Sign Permits. The Director may issue a temporary sign permit valid for
up to 30 days, if it is found that the temporary sign is necessary to establish or
maintain identity until a permanent sign can be erected. Extensions of the 30 day
permit may be granted at the discretion of the Director. The Director may also

LI



approve a temporary sign permit for the following temporary signs provided the
signs conform with the standards defined in Section 233.06:

1. Signs necessary to avoid a dangerous condition, including directional signs
during construction.

2. Signs pertaining to a use permitted by a temporary use permit.

3. Promotional activity signs that comply with Section 233.18 are permitted up
to a maximum of 90 days per calendar year.

233.06 Permitted Signs

All signs shall be governed by the following schedule, except if addressed elsewhere in this
chapter. The schedule lists maximum standards for number, area, and height of allowed signs
which does not necessarily ensure architectural compatibility. Therefore, in addition to the
enumerated standards, consideration shall be given to building setbacks, visibility of attached
signing on the site, and the proposed sign's relationship to the overall appearance of the property,
to the surrounding neighborhood, and to community goals. Compatible design, simplicity, sign
effectiveness and adherence to the objectives and policies in the Urban Design Element of the

General Plan shall be used as guidelines for sign approval. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude

public access signage.

The City may, in addition, from time to time adopt policies regarding sign standards. Such
policies may include separate standards or provisions for specific areas of the community.

A. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS

1. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ADAMS AVE., BEACH BLVD., BROOKHURST ST
EDINGER AVE GOLDENWEST ST. AND WARNER AVE.

One

108
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Interior lots with less than sq. ft.
200 feet of street frontage . +5 ft. for Bonus +25 sq. ft. for Bonus
b. Interior lots with min. 200 feet One 15 fi. 70 sq. ft.
but less than 400 feet +5 ft. for Bonus +30 sq. ft. for Bonus
c. Corner lots with the greatest One per 7ft. 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet street frontage +3 ft. for Bonus +15 sq. ft. for Bonus
d. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 20 ft. (P) 100 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Corner lots with and two secondary (S) +5 ft. for (P) Bonus +25 sq. ft. (P) Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7 ft. (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)
e. Regional Mall Identification Sign One per streét frontage 25 ft. 100 sq. ft.
One freeway sign 25 fi. above freeway 200 sq. ft.




FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ALL OTHER ARTERIALS NOT LISTED ABOVE

a. nﬂtuenor'Tot; vN;rith less than One 7ft 50 sq. ﬁ
400 feet of street frontage +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
b. Corner lots with the greatest One per street 7 ft. 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
c. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 15 f. (P) 70 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Cormner lots with and two secondary (S) +0.5 ft. for Bonus + 10 ft. for Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7. (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)

[

4.

. Bonus signs (B) shall have an opaque background, internal illumination for items of information only.

Muiti-tenant panels are permitted provided the panels are minimum 10 inches in height, with a minimum 6 inch
letter height. They shall be restricted to one uniform background color and two colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification may have a separate background color. Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of information. Major tenant identification shall be encouraged by being
placed on the largest panel.

- Secondary signs (S) are in addition to the Primary (P) sign. Secondary sign copy shall be limited to business

identification only.
Street addresses shall be included on all freestanding signs with minimum six (6) inch numerals.

OTHER LOCATIONAL CRITERIA FOR FREESTANDING COMMERCIAL SIGNS

1.
2.

3.

30083

No business shall have more than one freestanding sign facing each frontage.

Freestanding signs on the same site shall be located a minimum of 150 feet apart unless approved by a planned sign
program. ,

A freestanding sign shall not be permitted in an area between the building and right-of-way when that portion of
the building is located at the minimum setback.

. Signs shall be located in a landscape planter a minimum of 2 feet wider than the sign itself. Square poles or other

architectural treatment shall be required, except if the sign is 8 feet or less in heigh, it shall be of monument type,
with 2 minimum 2 foot base. Placement shall conform with Diagram A.

No freestanding sign shall be located along a local street.

(Balance of page intentionally
Left blank)



COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUED)

3. WALL SIGNS

One per street or
parking lot
frontage for each
separate business
on the ground
floor

Signs for second
floor businesses
with exterior
access may be
permitted by
Planned Sign
Program

1.5 sq. ft per linear
ft. of business
frontage.

Business <50.000
sq. ft. Max. total=
200 sq. ft.*

Business 50,000+
sq. ft. No Max.*

* No sign shall
exceed 200 sq. fi.
or 1.5 sq. ft. per
linear ft. of the wall
upon which it is
placed.

Channel letter signs:
15% bonus after

above calculation.

1. Channel letter signs required on all sites
consisting of 5 or more uses.

2. Signs over 50 sq. ft. shall have an opaque
background and internal illumination for
items of information only or shall be of
channel letter design.

3. Multi-business consolidated wall signs
shall be permitted provided the signs do
not exceed the allowable sign area.

4. Placement shall conform to Diagram B.

5. One nameplate may be placed at each
door, loading dock, or other entrance
facing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.

6. Signs on projecting canopies/awnings
shall be considered wall signs.

7. Raceways shall only be permitted when
unable to place electrical components
within wall/parapet.

Individual Business wall
Identification
under
canopy

One per business

8 sq. ft.

1. Canopy signs shall be attached
perpendicular to the building face,
centered above the store entrance or
lease length.

2. Minimum 8 ft. ground clearance.

3. Signs shall not be illuminated.

4. CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS

M
Hotel with One per site 30% of See A.1. To be combined with
Convention allowable /s Freestanding permitted sign.
Facility area Signs (a-d) above
Live Entertainment fls One per site 30% of See A.1. To be combined with
allowable f/s Freestanding permitted sign.
area Signs (a-d) above
Tenant Directory /s One per site 30 sq. ft. 7 ft. Low intensity illumination,
oriented toward pedestrians
and motorists on site. Min. 30
ft. from exterior property
lines, and 25 ft. from other
freestanding signs.
Menu Board /s or One per drive- | 32 sq. ft. 7 ft. May be in addition to
wall thru lane permitted sign.

Electronic Readerboards (See Sections 233.12 and 233.14 for specifications)
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B. INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS

Industrial/ Mixed
Uses

One business
identification
sign per site

1. FREESTANDING SIGNS

.Un‘aé;vlmacre:h
32sq. ft.

Induétrial centers
over | acre:
50 sq. ft.

7 ft.

. Sign cop};M;hall be limited to center or

single business identification only. No
multi-tenant panels shall be permitted.

. Freestanding signs shall conform to

Diagram A, and shall be located in a
landscaped planter a minimum of 2 feet
wider than the sign itself.

. All freestanding signs shall have the

street address included on the sign.

. Signs shall be monument type.

. Internally illuminated signs shall be

designed as bonus signs.

Mixed Use
Businesses with

Frontages on Gothard
Street

One per street
frontage

Under 1 acre:
32sq. ft.

Industrial centers
over 1 acre:
50 sq. ft.

10 ft.

. Multi-tenant panels are permitted

provided the panels are minimum

10 inches in height with minimum 6 inch
high letters. They shall be restricted to
one uniform background color and two
colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification
may have a separate background color.
Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of
information.

. Major tenant identification shall be

encouraged by being placed on the
largest panel.

. Signs eight (8) feet or less shall be

monument type.

. Internally illuminated signs shall be

designed as bonus signs.

2. WALL SIGNS

RIA

‘All Industrial/
Mixed Uses

REA

T

One per street
or parking lot
frontage for
each separate
business

1 sq.v ﬁ; pervlinearv fi.
of building frontage.

Channel letter signs
receive a 10% bonus
after the above
calculation.

Max. 100 sq. ft. per
business for all wall
signs.

Below roofline

1. One nameplate may be plziééd at each
door, loading dock, or other entrance
facing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.

2. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

3. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.
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Neighborhood

1 per street - Signs shall be affixed to perimeter
Identification entrance unit, max. 50 wall or placed within a
sq. ft. landscaped planter.
OR
2. Sign copy shall be limited to 18
inches in height, name of
development only.
wall One on each 0.5 sq. ft. per 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
side of each unit, max. 25 back 20 feet from any interior
street entrance | sq. fi. property line. Placement shall
conform to Diagram A.
Vacancy Signs | wali One per street | 6sq. ft. Below roofline 1. Copy limited to "vacancy,” type

for Multi-
family
Developments

frontage

of unit available, and source of
information.

D. CHURCHES, AND SCHOOLS, AND COMMERCIAL

30083

RECREz}TIOMNAL USES WITHIN PUBLIC PARKS

One per site 32 sq. ft. 7ft. 1. Freestanding signs shall be
completely located within a
AND landscaped planter.
wall One per site 1 sq. ft. per Below roofline | 2. Signs shall be monument type.
linear ft. of
bldg. frontage 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
Max. 32 sq. ft. back 5 ft. from any interior
property line.
4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
5. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.
Changeable /s One per site 30% of 7 ft. To be combined with permitted sign.
Copy allowable
f/s area
wall One per site May be in addition to permitted
32 sq. ft. sign.
8
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E. SERVICE STATIONS

: inE S
Business f/s One per site Alternative A 7 ft. 1. Service stations with convenience
Identification 20 sq. ft. if sign markets shall use Alternative A.
contains only
identification 2. Freestanding signs shall be located
and no in a landscaped planter a minimum
changeable of 2 feet wider than the sign itself.
copy panels for
pricing. 3. Signs shall be monument type.
OR 4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
Alternative B:
50 sq. ft. if
price
information is
incorporated on
sign. Sign shall
contain panels
for fuel price
only. No
detached price
signs shall be
located
elsewhere on
the site.
wall One per street 1 sq. ft. per Below roofline | 1. Internal illumination or channel
frontage linear foot of* letters only.
and/or building )
frontage 2. If canopy fascia signs are used for
canopy | One per street business ID, no wall signs shall be
frontage permitted on bldg.
10 sq. ft.

3. Max. letter height for fascia signs
shall be 75% of fascia width.

4. If canopy fascia signs are not
provided, a logo may be permitted
on each side of canopy column
connector (spandrel) in addition to
wall signs.

Fuel Price and | f/s One per street 12 sq. ft. 6 ft. 1. Price signs shall advertise fuel
Credit frontage in prices only and no other product
Information conjunction available.

with

Alternative A 2. Freestanding signs shall be

sign completely located within a

landscaped planter.

Price signs

shall be located

a minimum 15

ft. from other

freestanding

signs.

9



TINUED)
=

E. SERVICE STATIONS (con

Pump attached

One per 2sq. fi. 10 ft. 1. No other signs shall be permitted
Instructions or to pump | canopy column on the canopy or column except
Identification island as specified.
column

2. Point of purchase signs shall be
prohibited.

3. State or Federal government
required signs encompassed
within a fuel pump shall not be
regulated by this ordinance.

F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS

Building wall One per 3 sq. ft. per Shall be placed 1. Such sign shall be in addition to
Identification for building foot of bldg. within top 25 ft. that which is permitted elsewhere
Buildings Over frontage height of bldg. in this article.

100 Ft. in Height

2. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

 F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS

233.08 Exempt Signs

The following signs are exempt from the sign permit requirements of Section 233.04 These signs
shall not be restricted by content and no fee, permit or application is required:

A.  Corner stones (including names of buildings and dates of erection), and citations
that are made an integral part of the structure.

B. Signs not exceeding 0.5 square feet each posted by commercial establishments.
Flags posted by any governmental agency .

D.  Signs posted by neighborhood safety organizations.
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E.  Notices posted by a utility or other quasi-public agent in the performance of a

public duty.

F.  Signs or notices posted by any court, public body or officer.

G.  Signs posted by property owners on private property, as required by law (including
no trespass and legal notices).

H.  One sign, not over six (6) square feet in area, may be posted at each door, loading

dock, or other entrance facing a public street.

1. One double-faced sign per each commercial parking entrance, not exceeding two

(2) square feet in area and four (4) feet in height.

J. Signs erected by a public agency.

K.  Signs manufactured as a standard, integral part of a mass-produced product
accessory or display structure including telephone booths, vending machines,

automated teller machines, and gasoline pumps.

L.  Signs within a building not visible from a public street and window signs not
exceeding 20 percent of the visible area of a window (50% during December). No
window sign shall be displayed above the second story.

M.  Signs required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

N.  Two (2) signs (including, but not limited to, street numerals and “no solicitation”

notices), not exceeding two (2) s

facing a public street.

quare feet each, placed on any part of a building

O. Temporary signs. In any residential zone, the owner of a lot shall be allowed to
post temporary signage on the lot itself, but not off-site in street medians, dividers,
and other public rights-of-way. This signage shall not be restricted by content, but
is usually and customarily used to advertise real estate sales, political or ideological
positions, garage sales, and home construction or remodeling, etc. Signage shall be
allowed for each lot as follows:

Election Signs or | F/S One per N/A N/A 1. Cannot create traffic or safety
Political Signs or site hazards.
Wall

2. May be erected no more than seventy
five (75) days prior to an election and
must be removed within fifteen (15)
days after an election.

Real Estate

Residential F/S One per 8 sq. fi. 6 ft. 1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.

30083
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Wall 2. May be erected no earlier than the
date the property is placed on the market
for sale, lease or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental of the property which is defined
as the close of escrow or execution of
lease or rental agreement.

3. No sign may be attached to the
perimeter walls of residential
communities.

Real Estate F/S 1 persite | 20 sq. ft. 10 ft. 1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazards.
or
Commercial Wall 12 ft. 2 May be erected no earlier than the
Office Dist. date the property is placed on the market
for sale, lease or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental of the property which is defined as
the close of escrow.
1. Cannot create traffic or safety
hazards.
Real Estate
F/S 1 persite | 30 sq. ft. 12 fi. 2. May be erected no earlier than the
Commercial or ' date the property is placed on the market
Industrial Wall for sale, lease or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental, and is removed immediately after
the sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of escrow.

Real Estate F/S 1 persite | 20 sq. ft. 10 fi. 1. Cannot create traffic or safety

or hazards.

All other Wall »
Districts 2. May be erected no earlier than the

date the property is placed on the market

for sale, lease or rental, and is removed

immediately after the sale, lease, or

rental, and is removed immediately after

the sale, lease, or rental of the property -

which is defined as the close of escrow.

3. Signs shall not be attached to the
perimeter walls of residential
communities.

Construction F/S 1 persite | 32sq. ft. None 1. Is erected no earlier than the date a
Signs ' or building permit is issued for the

Wall property, and is removed prior to
issuance of a certificate of occupancy or
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final inspection, whichever comes first.

Open House
Signs

F/S
or
Wall

1 per site

6 sq. ft.

4 ft.

1. Sign must be displayed adjacent to
the entrance of a property or in the case
of a residential subdivision at the
immediate points of access to the
property from an arterial, and is removed
by sunset on any day it is erected.

2. Placement shall not be in street
medians, dividers, on street signs, traffic
control devices and shall not obstruct the
public right-of-way.

Open House
Sign

Flags

3 per site

2.5sq. ft.

6 ft.

1. Must be displayed at the immediate
points of access to a property or, in the
case of a residential subdivision, from -
the immediate point of access from an
arterial.

Pennants

30 sq. fi.

1. Must be placed on light standards
located on private property

2. Must have an eight (8) foot clearance
from the ground.

3. Must be removed within five (5)
business days of the completion of the

30083
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Prohibited Signs

Canvas signs, banners, pennants, streamers, balloons or other temporary signs
except as provided in Sections 233.08 (Exempt Signs), 233.16 (Subdivision
Directional Signs) or 233.18 (Promotional Activity Signs).

Mobile, A-frame, and portable signs and those of a similar nature which are not

permanently attached to the ground or building except as provided in Sections
233.18 or 233.20.

Roof signs except those permitted under Section 233.18(4).

Signs which resemble any official marker erected by the city, state, or any
governmental agency, or which, by reason of position, shape, color or illumination
would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic sign or signal or would be
a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, fire or other such emissions.

Flashing, moving, pulsating, or intermittently lighted signs, mechanical movement
signs, including searchlights, except electronic readerboards and public service
signs such as those for time and temperature.

Animals or human beings, live or simulated, utilized as signs.

Projecting signs, except canopy or awning signs and under-canopy signs, subject to
subsections 233.06(A) and 233.06(E).

Signs which constitute a nuisance or hazard due to their intensity of light.

Signs visible from and within 100 feet of an R district which are illuminated
between the hours of 10:00 PM and 7:00 AM unless they identify an establishment
open for business during those hours. ,

Off-premises signs, including billboards or advertising structures installed for the
purpose of advertising a project, subject or business unrelated to the premises upon
which the sign is located, except as permitted pursuant to Sections 233.14
(Readerboard Signs-Multiple Users) and 233.16 (Subdivision Directional Signs).

Abandoned signs and signs which no longer identify a bona fide business
conducted on the premises. Such signs shall be removed by the property owner
within 60 days of the business' closing date. The sign panel may be turned over
(blank side out) if the sign complies with code.

Signs located on public property, including signs affixed to utility poles, trees or
projecting onto the public right-of-way, except political signs and those required by
law. This section shall not prohibit the placement of advertising panels on public
service items including, but not limited to, trash receptacles, bicycle racks, bus
benches, transit shelters, and telephone booths, within public rights-of-way or in
publicly-operated beaches or parks provided such items are placed in accord with
an agreement granted by the City Council.
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233.12

Vehicle signs, signs affixed to automobiles, trucks, trailers or other vehicles on
public or private property for the purpose of advertising, identifying or providing
direction to a use or activity not related to the lawful use of the vehicle for
delivering merchandise or rendering service. Any such vehicle signs which have as
their primary purpose to serve as a non-moving or moving display are prohibited.

Electronic Readerboards

Electronic readerboards are permitted subject to the review by the Design Review Board, and
approval of a conditional use permit by the Zoning Administrator.

30083

A

Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow an

electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following

findings:

1. The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in this chapter;

2. The proposed electronic readerboard sign is compatible with other signs on
the site and in the vicinity;

3. The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent rights-of-way or create a hazard to vehicular or
pedestrian traffic; and '

The proposed electronic readerboard sign shall not have adverse visual

impacts on adjoining commercial and/or residential neighborhoods.

Readerboard Sign Criteria:

1.
2.

Electronic readerboards may be freestanding or wall type signs.
The maximum number of electronic readerboards shall be one per site.

The maximum sign area shall be 115 square feet; 90 square feet for message
center; and 25 feet for other information.

The maximum height of a freestanding electronic readerboard sign shall be
25 feet.

The electronic readerboard shall have cylinders, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night.

The maximum measurable light output of the electronic readerboard shall not
exceed 50 foot-candles at any property line.

Location Requirements:

1.

Electronic readerboards shall only be allowed on parcels abutting a freeway
and on parcels abutting Beach Boulevard, excluding the portion along Beach
Boulevard designated as a landscape corridor south of Adams to Pacific
Coast Highway.
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2.
3.
4.

Minimum lot frontage: 200 feet.
Minimum distance between electronic readerboards: 150 feet.

Minimum distance to any residence: 150 feet.

D.  Other Standards:

1.

Where a site has an electronic readerboard, temporary banners, balloons, flags,
etc. shall be permitted a maximum of 15 days per calendar year.

Hours of operation: 6:30 AM to 10:30 PM. At least 10 percent of the
message time, or any percentage deemed necessary by the City for
emergency conditions, shall be used for public service announcements.

Messages in an electronic readerboard shall be no faster than one message
every four seconds, and the minimum interval between messages shall be at
least one second. Continuous motion of messages is not permitted.

Light intensity changes (other thanvbetweén day and night uses) are not
permitted. A

In addition to the electronic readerboard sign, one monument sign, maximum
of seven (7) feet in height and a maximum fifty (50) square feet in sign area,
may be permitted and all other signage shall be brought into conformance
with this chapter.

233.14 Readerboard Signs - Multiple Users

Off-site electronic readerboard signs may be permitted subject to the review by the Design
Review Board and approval of a conditional use permit by the Zoning Administrator. Approval
of electronic readerboard signs shall be subject to the following:

A.  Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow a multiple

user electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the
following findings:

1.

The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance;

The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent right-of-way or create a hazard to vehicle or pedestrian
traffic.

B.  Multiple User Readerboard Sign Criteria:

l.
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Multiple user electronic readerboard signs may be located at a site which is
not the location of any of the parties using the sign for advertising.

Multiple user electronic readerboard shall be freestanding.

The maximum sign area shall be twelve hundred (1200) square feet.
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The maximum height of a multiple user readerboard sign shall be eighty-five
(85) feet.

The multiple user readerboard shall have cylinders or directional
incandescent lamps and have a shade screen or louver system, a shade screen
and a photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night.

C.  Lighting Standards: (3334-6/97)

1. The maximum night time light intensity and illuminance shall conform to the
following:
MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME INTENSITY
- Height from Ground
(in feet) 5 10 20 30 50 70 85
Maximum Intensity

(x 1000 lumens) 125 130 145 170 250 370 490

MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME ILLUMINANCE

Land Use .

at Receptor Site Residential Commercial Other

Maximum [Hluminance

(foot-candles) 0.3 2.0 1.0

The maximum night time illuminance shall be measured at the receptor site,
at ground level, by a direct reading, portable light meter. Measurements shall
not be made within one hour after sunset or before sunrise.

Illuminance shall be determined by the difference between a reading taken
with the sign on and another reading taken within three (3) minutes with the
sign off.

An illuminance chart shall be prepared by a licensed engineer and submitted
to the Director for approval prior to installation. Conformance with this
ordinance shall be verified by actual measurements made, as specified herein,
after installation. The method of measurement and results shall be subject to
approval of the Director.

D. Location Requirements:

1.

A multiple user readerboard shall be located no farther than two hundred
(200) feet from a freeway.

The minimum distance between multiple user readerboards shall be one
thousand (1,000) feet.
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3. The sign shall be a minimum distance of 600 feet from residential properties.

E.  Other Standards:

1. No off-site electronic readerboard will be permitted except for multiple users.

2. Atleast twenty percent (20%) of the message time, or any percentage deemed
necessary by the City for emergency conditions shall be used for public
service announcements.

3. Messages in a multiple user sign shall be no faster than one message every
four (4) seconds and the minimum interval between messages shall be at least
one second.

4. Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted.

233.16 Subdivision Directional Signs

Subdivision directional signs shall contain only the name of a development, the developer, price
information, and directional information for land development projects located within the City.
Sign permits for off-site subdivision directional signs for land development projects shall be
limited to no more than six off-site signs, and approval for such signs shall be subject to the
following standards: :

A. Location requirements:

1. Signs shall not be located within any street medians, divides or other public

rights-of-way or on any property developed with residential uses other than
that of the subdivision identified.

2. Signs located on the same side of the street shall be a minimum of 600 feet
from any other subdivision directional sign except a sign may be permitted
on each corner of the intersection of arterial highways.

3. Maximum area and height:

a. 64 square feet in area and 15 feet high provided there is a minimum
50 foot distance from any adjacent developed property.

b. 32 square feet in area and 8 feet high provided there is a minimum
25 foot distance from any adjacent developed property.

B.  Permit expiration: Sign Permits issued for subdivision directional signs shall
expire either one year from the date of issuance or on the date 90 percent of the
_project's units have all been sold, leased, or rented for the first time, whichever is
sooner. Annual renewals may be granted for such time as units still exist for sale;
however, no more than one directional sign is allowed after 90 percent of the units
are sold, leased or rented.

C.  Street widening: When a sign conflicts with street widening or construction, it
shall be removed upon written notice at no cost to any public agency.
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Required bond: Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall file a
cash bond in an amount set by resolution of the City Council. The full bond
amount shall be refunded if the sign structure is removed and the site restored to its _
original condition within 15 days after the expiration of the permit. If the sign
structure is not removed, the City shall remove the sign and its supporting structure
with the cost deducted from the cash bond, and any remainder refunded.

Promotional Activity Signs

Promotional activity signs may be placed on a site subject to the issuance of a
temporary sign permit by the Director, and provided that such signs comply with
all of the standards set forth in this Section, and provided such signs do not create
safety hazards or block signs identifying adjoining establishments.

A temporary sign permit for a promotional activity sign, banners, pennant or
pennants, unless otherwise specified, shall be valid for a maximum of ninety (90)
days in any calendar year and shall not be renewable.

Promotional activity banners shall not exceed one square foot of banner area for
each linear foot of building frontage and in no case shall the total banner area
exceed 100 square feet. Pennants shall be limited to a maximum of one square foot
for each pennant.

A promotional activity banner, as permitted above, shall not be affected by the
issuance of a grand opening promotional activity sign permit during the same
calendar year. The size of a grand opening promotional activity banner shall not
exceed the size specified in Section 233.18 C.

Promotional activity signs, banners and pennants shall be maintained and not be in

-a condition of disrepair. Disrepair shall include torn, faded or sagging signs.

The Director may approve a temporary sign permit for a promotional sign, to be
displayed on a site with electronic readerboards up to a maximum of fifteen (15)
days per calendar year.

Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
may, without first obtaining a temporary use permit from the Director, display
promotional activity signs, banners, pennants, and car-top signs that comply with
the following standards:

1. Eighteen inch (18") non-metallic helium balloons and large non-metallic
inflatables may be displayed on the weekends (Friday 9:00 AM through
Sunday 12:00 Midnight), provided they do not project over the public right-
of-way.

2. Automobile dealerships on Beach Boulevard shall be permitted to display
flags, pennants, banners and car-top signs throughout the year.

Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
shall obtain a temporary sign permit for the use of large displays and inflatables
larger than eighteen inches (18") in diameter. The displays and inflatables shall be
affixed directly to the ground or roof of a building. The displays and inflatables
shall be limited to a maximum of twelve (12) weekends per calendar year.
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233.20 Planned Sign Program

A Planned Sign Program shall be submitted to the Director when required by Section 233.04 B.
Such program shall be reviewed and approved by the Director prior to issuance of any building
permit. The purpose of the Planned Sign Program is to encourage coordinated and quality sign
design as well as to permit more flexible sign standards for commercial and industrial centers.

The standards of Section 233.06 shall be used as a guide in the design of a Planned Sign
Program. The property owner shall designate a person or firm as the primary liaison with the

City for the purpose of submitting sign permit requests in conformance with the approved
Planned Sign Program.

A.  Planned sign program applications shall be submitted to the Planning Division and
shall include the following:

1. Asite plan, drawn to scale, depicting the precise locations of all buildings
and signs;

2. Drawings and/or sketches indicating the exterior surface details of all
buildings on the site on which wall signs, directory signs, or projecting signs
are proposed;

3. Written text describing the specific sign criteria for the property. The
program shall, at minimum, include provisions regulating sign height, area,
sign type, colors, design and location.

4. A statement of the reasons for any requested modifications to the provisions
or standards of this chapter; and

5. The name, address, and telephone number of the person or firm responsible
for administering the Planned Sign Program.

B. A Planned Sign Program may include more than one freestanding sign per parcel or
other deviations from the standards of this chapter, provided that the total sign area
does not exceed the area otherwise permitted by Section 233.06 by more than
10 percent, or by 30% for multiple automobile franchises occupying the same lot,
and commercial businesses with 50,000 square feet or more of floor area. In
approving a Planned Sign Program, the Director shall find:

1. That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of existing
improvements on the site and are well related to each other, reflecting a
common theme and design style.

C.  The Director may require any reasonable conditions necessary to carry out the
intent of the Planned Sign Program. For developments with existing signs, a
schedule or phasing plan for bringing such signs into conformance with the
Planned Sign Program shall be submitted and become part of the approval of the
Planned Sign Program. A cash bond may be required to guarantee their
modification or removal.
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233.22

233.24

233.26

Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions

Signs within the Downtown Specific Plan or located in any other specific plan
areas shall comply with any additional requirements outlined within the plan itself
and any applicable design guidelines.

Non-commercial murals, non-commercial large graphic designs, and statuary shall
be subject to review by the Director for the sole purpose of ensuring that such
displays will not pose a hazard to public health, safety or welfare.

No window or contiguous window panes shall be covered by paper or painting
signs that exceed 20 percent of the total area of that window, however; windows
may be covered up to 50% during the month of December.

Nonconforming Signs

Continuation of Use. A nonconforming sign may be maintained on site after the
effective date of the ordinance codified in this title, provided that the
nonconforming sign is not:

1. Changed to another nonconforming sign; or

2. Structurally altered so as to extend its useful life; or

3. Expanded or altered as defined in Section 233.28, except that a change of
sign panel/face may be permitted provided the items of information on the
sign (i.e., business name) remain the same; or

4. Reestablished after discontinuance for ninety (90) days or more; or

5. Reestablished after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of
the sign value at the time of such damage or destruction.

Signs replaced or requested to be modified at the owner's initiative shall comply

with all current provisions of this chapter unless the Director approves a Sign Code
Exception a, Limited Sign Permit or Planned Sign Program.

Code Compliance

Signs shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter, the Uniform Building Code and National
Electric Code, as adopted by the City.

Any sign by design, location or configuration that violates this Chapter or creates a pedestrian or
vehicle hazard is deemed to be a public nuisance and subject to enforcement under this Code
and/or the Huntington Beach Municipal Code.

Penalty. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall maintain, place, erect, or permit
any sign to be displayed in violation of this chapter. Violations are a misdemeanor and are
punishable as provided in Chapter 249 Enforcement of the Huntington Beach Zoning and
Subdivision Ordinance.

30083
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233.28

Definitions

The following definitions shall apply to the provisions in this Chapter. General definitions are
contained in Chapter 203.

A.

Abandoned Sign: a sign which no longer directs, advertises or identifies a legal
business establishment, product or activity on the premises where such sign is
displayed.

Alteration: any change of copy, sign face, color, size, shape, illumination, position,
location, construction, or supporting structure of any sign.

Animated Sign: any sign which is designed to give a message through a sequence
of progressive changes of parts or lights or degree of lighting.

Area of Sign:

1. The area included within the outer dimensions of a sign (excluding structural
supports).

2. For freestanding signs, sign area shall be calculated on one (1) face of the
sign, provided a sign face on a double-sided sign is not separated from the
opposite side of the sign by more than 12 inches at any point.

3. For illuminated awning or canopy signs, sign area shall be calculated around
the sign copy only.

4. For signs without a border or frame (channel or skeleton letters), the area

shall be within a rectangle or eight (8) continuous straight lines (with right
angles) formed around the extreme outer limits of the sign message,

including all figures and any background or color which is an integral part of
the sign.

SIGN AREA [SIGN

AREA

Awning: a shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a building and
composed of non-rigid materials except for the supporting framework.

Awning Sign: a sign painted on, printed on, or attached flat against the surface of
an awning.

Banner Sign: a temporary sign composed of fabric or flexible material with no
enclosing frame.

Bonus Sign: an internally illuminated freestanding sign designed with opaque sign
faces/panels, and illumination for items of information only.
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Business Identification Sign: a sign which serves to identify only the name and
address of the premises, business, building or portion of building upon which it is
located and includes no other advertising such as product lists, phone numbers and
hours of operation. Logos may also be permitted.

Building Frontage: the linear extent of a building or business which has frontage on
either a street or parking area. Only one side of the building facing the street or
parking area shall be used to determine the maximum sign area. -

Canopy: a permanent roof-like structure which extends along and projects beyond
the wall of a building, or is freestanding as common in service stations, and is
generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.

Changeable Copy Sign: a sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or

- illustrations that can be changed manually or electrically without altering the face

or surface of the sign.

Channel letters: individual letters or figures, illuminated or non-illuminated, affixed
to a building or freestanding sign structure.

Construction Sign: a temporary sign identifying the persons, firms or businesses
directly connected with a construction or development project and may include the
name of the future site occupant.

Directional Sign: an on-premise incidental sign designed to guide or direct
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

Electronic Readerboard: a changeable message sign consisting of a matrix of lamps
which are computer controlled. '

Exposed Neon: neon tubing used for lighting in signs and other building
identification such as raceways and accent lighting.

Exposed Raceway: visible tube or box behind a wall sign used to house electrical
wiring for the wall sign.

Flashing Sign: an illuminated sign which contains an intermittent or sequential
flashing light source or any other such means to attract attention. This definition is
not intended to include "changeable copy signs" or "animated signs."

Freestanding Sign: a sign permanently attached to the ground and which does not
have a building as its primary structural support. This includes ground signs, pole
signs and monument signs.

Grand Opening: a promotional activity not exceeding ninety (90) calendar days
used by newly established businesses to inform the public of their location and
services.

Ground Sign: see Freestanding Sign.
lllegal Sign: a sign which was erected without obtaining a permit as required by

this Chapter, that does not meet the requirements of this ordinance, or has not
received legal nonconforming status.
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BB.
CC.
DD.

EE.
FF.

GG.
HH.
II.

JJ.

KK.

LL.

MM.

0OO0.

Incidental Sign: a small sign pertaining to goods, products, services or facilities
which are available on the premises where the sign occurs and intended primarily
for the convenience of the public.

Indirect lllumination: a light cast on the surface of a sign from an exterior source.

Industrial Center: any site containing three (3) or more industrial activities.

Integrated Development: a development or site comprised of one or more parcels
served by common access ways, driveways, parking and landscaping.

Interior illumination: any sign face which is artificially lit from the inside.

Item of information: each word, design, symbol, or figure.

Limited Sign Permit: A permit approved by the Director that permits a temporary
sign used to advertise a short-term special activity or sale, i.e., grand opening,
under new ownership, fall sale, etc. and maintenance or modification to the face or
copy of a nonconforming sign to extend a use of the sign for a time period deemed
appropriate by the Director, but not to exceed a two (2) years.

Logo: a trademark or company name symbol.
Marquee: see Canopy.
Mansard: a sloped roof or roof-like facade.

Monument Sign: a free standing sign with a solid base.

Moving Sign: any sign or device which has any visible moving part, visible
revolving part, or visible mechanical movement.

Name Plate Sign: an attached sign which designates the names and/or address of a
business, and/or the words "entrance" or "exit."

Nonconforming Sign: a sign which was erected legally but does not comply with
provisions of the current sign ordinance. : ‘

Off-Site Sign: any sign which advertises goods, products, services or facilities not
sold, produced, manufactured or furnished on the premises on which the sign is

- located. These signs are also known as outdoor advertising, billboards, and poster

panels.

On-Site Sign: a sign which pertains to the use(s) of the site on which it is located.

Open House Sign: a sign which identifies a building for sale or lease which is open
and available for inspection.

Planned Sign Program: A required component for certain sign permits that
incorporates coordinated and quality sign design elements and is reviewed and
approved by the Director. ) '
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PP.

QQ.

SS.
TT.

Uu.
VV.

WW.

YY.

ZZ.

BBB.

CCC.

DDD.

EEE.

FFF.

Point of Purchase Display: advertising of a retail item accompanying its display,
e.g., an advertisement on a product dispenser.

Pole Sign: see Freestanding Sign.

Political Sign: a sign identifying either a candidate for public office or an issue
relating to a forthcoming election.

Portable Sign: any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building.

Projecting Sign: a sign which is attached to and projects from the wall of the
building more than 18 inches and which has its display surface perpendicular to
such wall, to the structure to which it is attached. '

Promotional Activity Sign: a temporary sign used to advertise a short term special
activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under new ownership, fall sale, etc.

Public Access Signage: signage that directs the general public to the coast or sea
and/or public amenities available for general public use.

Public Service Information Sign: any sign intended primarily to promote items of
general interest to the community such as time, temperature, date, atmospheric
conditions, news or traffic control, etc.

Real Estate Sign: any temporary sign indicating that the premises on which the sign
is located is for sale, lease or rent.

Roof Sign: an attached sign constructed upon or over a roof, or placed so as to
extend above the visible roofline; or a freestanding sign which is greater in height
than the building it serves to identify.

Rotating Sign: any sign or portion thereof which physically revolves about an axis.
Sign: any medium for visual communication, including its structure and component
parts, which is used or intended to be used to attract attention.

Sign Height: measurement from the adjacent sidewalk or curb to the highest
portion of the sign, including architectural elements.

Sign Code Exception: a deviation to some of the specifications set forth in this
chapter that is approved by the Director.

Sign Copy: any words, letters, numbers, figures, designs or other symbolic
representation incorporated into a sign for the purpose of attracting attention.

Site: one or more parcels of land identified by the assessor's records where an
integrated building development has been approved or proposed. The site shall
include all parcels of land contained within or a part of the development
application.

Site Frontage: the length of a lot or parcel of land along or fronting a street.
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GGG.  Special Events Sign: a temporary sign advertising or pertaining to any civic,
patriotic, or special event of a general public interest taking place within the city.

HHH.  Subdivision Directional Sign: a sign providing direction to a land development
project pursuant to this chapter. .

M1 Supergraphic: a painted design which covers an area greater than ten percent of a
wall, building facade, or other structure.

117 Temporary Sign: a sign which is installed for a limited time and is not constructed
or intended for long-term use.

KKK.  Temporary Window Sign: a sign painted or constructed of paper or other

lightweight material and affixed to the interior or exterior side of a window or glass
~ area on a building for a limited time.

LLL. Wall Sign: any sign which is attached or erected on the exterior, posted, or painted
or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a building including the
parapet, with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall, and which
does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project above
the height of the wall or parapet.

MMM. Window Sign: a sign in which the name, address, phone number, or hours of

operation are applied directly to the window of a business, or a sign visible through
the window from the street.

To remain clear —

\

PN / \ 10
o Pe% '. ------ Xy ) .0:0:0:0:0:0:0:0:0.0.0'0
b D:.:.:.:.:.: :...:Q ...........................‘.....
: )
s x I Min. Driveway
a § |10 _ |
- \\ . :
oI\ | wide
sh landscape
[= I >
= area T
| g
e (]
o<
Sign Type Setback
Pole 40’
X - - .
oot DIAGRAM A Monument | Subject to Director review

G:\DIVODRAWI233-DIAA.BMP

2-106



A

‘<|——_—_’

70% Leasehold - Max. Width
75% Fascia - Max. Height
Equal Dimensions
Equal Dimensions
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SECTION 5. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after its adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Huntington Beach at a
regular meeting thereof held on the day of , 200

Mayor

ATTEST: ' ROVED AS TO FORM:

City Clerk City Attorney = \|
e \25-04 WM Yiulos
REVIE ND APPROVED: INITIATHD ANy APPROVED:

%tf Aldministrator ~ Directhr f Planniné
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Ordinance No. 3826

LEGISLATIVE DRAFT é’l’%‘:
PELOMMENATION,

{(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3711-06/05)

Sections:

233.02 Reserved
233.04 Permits Required
233.06 Permitted Signs
233.08 Exempt Signs
233.10 Prohibited Signs
233.12 Electronic Readerboards
233.14 Readerboard Signs-Multiple Users
233.16 Subdivisional Directional Signs
233.18 Promotional Activity Signs
233.20 Planned Sign Program
233.22 Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions
233.24 Nonconforming Signs
233.26 Code Compliance
233.28 Definitions

233.02 Reserved

1233.04 Permits Required

Sign permits are required for all signs, unless expressly exempted under Section 233.08 ot

otherwise provided by this Code. A sign-permit (building permit) building permit application for
a new sign or change in sign panel/face shall be ebtained-from-theapproved by the Planning

Department prior to installation and issuance of a building permit by the Building and Safety

Department and-Buildingand-Safety-Departments-priorto-installation_. (3360-12/97, 3527.2/02)

A.  Sign Permit. A complete sign application shall include the following information:
(3334-6/97)

1. Two sets of fully-dimensioned plans drawn to scale. The plans shall include
the following: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

a. Site plan indicating the location of all proposed signs, as well as the size
and location of existing signs on the site. Photographs should be
submitted if available. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

b. Sign elevations, indicating overall square footage and letter/figure
dimensions, letter style, color (indicate standard color number if
applicable), materials, proposed copy and illumination method. (3334-
6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 1 of 29
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¢. Dimensioned building elevations with existing and proposed signs

depicted. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
Property owner approval in the form of a letter or signature on the plans,
approving the proposed signs and authorizing submission of the sign
application. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97) ‘

For wall signs, method of attachment; for freestanding signs, foundation plan
sign support and attachment plan. (3334-6/97)

2

Type and method of electrical insulation devices, where applicable. (3334-6/97)

Any design modification from the requirements of this chapter that have been

-approved shall be noted, and compliance with the planned-sign

programPlanned Sign Program, limited sign permit, or sign code exception
shall be demonstrated. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

B.  Planned Sign Program. Review and aApproval of a planned- Planned sign

1.
2.

pregram-_Sign Program pursuant to Section 233.20 shal-be is required priorto
apphication-for a sign permit for the following requests: (3334-6/97)

A site with five or more non-residential businesses or uses. (3334-6/97. 3360-12/97)

A site with two or miore freestanding identification signs where there is a
request for a new freestanding sign. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Commercial properties with 1,300 feet or more on one street frontage
requesting more freestanding signs than allowed pursuant to Section 233.06.
(3360-12/97)

Consolidated subdivision directional signs identifying multiple projects on
multiple sign panels. (3360-12/97)

Service stations. (3334-6/97)
Wall signs for second floor businesses with exterior access. (3360-12/97)

Wall signs installed on a building wall not adjacent to the business suite.
(3360-12/97)

C.  Sign Code Exception: The Director may grant approval for a sign code exception
of not more than 20% in sign height or sign area. Ten (10) working days prior to
submittal for a building permit, applicant shall notice adjacent property owners and
tenants by first class mail. Notice of application shall include the following: (3527-
2/02, 3711-6/05) '

l.

Name of applicant. (3527-2/02)

2. Location of planned development or use, including address. (3527-2/02)
3. Nature of the proposed development shall be fully disclosed in the notice.
(3527-2/02) '
4. Planning Department phone number and address of City Hall shall be
provided in the notice to call for viewing plans. (3527-2102)
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 2 of 29
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5. The date by which any comments must be received in writing by the Planning
Department. (3527-2/02)

6. Planning Director shall receive entire list including name and address of
those receiving the mailing. (3527-2/02)

The Design Review Board shall review and render a recommendation to the
Director for sign code exception requests of more than 20% in sign height or sign
area supergraphics, three-dimensional signs, and relief from the strict application of
Section 233.06. Neighborhood Notification required pursuant to Chapter 241. The
following findings shall be made prior to approval of any sign code exception: (3334-
6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02, 3711-06/05)

1. The sign is compatible with the character of the area and is needed due to
special circumstances defined by the applicant and applicable to the property.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. The sign will not adversely affect other signs in the area. (3334-6/97)
3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity. (3334-6/97)

4. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not
be a hazardous distraction. (3334-6/97)

Limited Sign Permit: The owner of a sign which does not conform to the provisions
of Section 233.06 may file an application for a limited sign permit to the Director
for permission to change the face or copy of such sign. A limited sign permit cannot
be processed for an iHegal-lllegal signs-Sign or a Prohibited signs-Sign listed as
prohibited in Section 233.10. The Director may approve the face change and

extend a sign's use for a time period deemed appropriate, not to exceed two (2)

years. A sign permit shall be obtained pursuant to Section 233.04(A) prior to
installation of the new sign panel/face. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

A cash bond in an amount determined by the Director to reflect the cost of removal
based on information provided by a sign company shall be required to guarantee the
sign's removal upon expiration of the limited sign permit. Approval shall be subject
to the following findings: (3334-6/97)

1. Due to unique circumstances, the sign's immediate removal will result in a
substantial hardship for the applicant. (3334-6/97)

2. The sign will not adversely affect other lawfully erected signs in the area.
(3334-6/97) ,

3. The sign will not be detrimental to properties located in the vicinity. (3334-6/97)

4. The sign will be in keeping with the character of the surrounding area.
(3334-6/97)

5. The sign will not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic visibility and will not
be a hazardous distraction. (3334-6/97)

Design Review Board. When-autherized-by-the previsions-ofthiscode,theThe
Design Review Board (DRB) shall review and render a recommendation to the
appropriate decision maker (Zoning Administrator, Director, Planning

Commission, etc.) on the following items prior to appheaﬁe& issuance of a permit

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 3 of 29
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bx the Planmng and/or the Bulldmg & Safety Departments for a-sign-permit-to-the
- Building Department the following: (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

1. Electronic Readerboard Signs. (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)
2. Signs on properties within the following areas: (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)
| a.  Redevelopment Agency project areas; (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

| b.  Areas subject to specific plans which do not include design-specific
guidelines for signs; (3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

¢.  OS-PR (Open Space-Parks and Recreation) and OS-S (Open Space-
Shoreline districts); and (3360-12/97, 3711-06/05)

d.  Any other Areas-area designated by the City Council. (3360-12/97, 3711-
06/05)

F.  Temporary Sign Permits. The Director may issue a temporary sign permit valid for
up to 30 days, if it is found that the temporary sign is necessary to establish or
maintain identity until a permanent sign can be erected. Extensions of the 30 day
permit may be granted at the discretion of the Director. The Director may also
approve a temporary sign permit for the following temporary signs provided the
signs conform with the standards defined in Section 233.06: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

1. Signs necessary to avoid a dangerous condition, including directional signs
during construction. (3360-12/97)

2. Signs pertaining to a use permitted by a temporary use permit. (3360-12/97)

3. Promotional activity nen-exempt signs,

———year-pursuant-to that comply with Section 233.18 are permitted up to a
maximum of 90 days per calendar vear. (3360-12/97)

233.06 Permitted Signs

All signs shall be governed by the following schedule, except if addressed elsewhere in this
chapter. The schedule lists maximum standards for number, area, and height of allowed signs
which does not necessarily ensure architectural compatibility. Therefore, in addition to the
enumerated standards, consideration shall be given to building setbacks, visibility of attached
signing on the site, and the proposed sign's relationship to the overall appearance of the property,
to the surroundmg neighborhood, and to community goals. Compatible design, simplicity, sign
effectiveness and adherence to the objectives and policies in the Urban Design Element of the
General Plan shall be used as guidelines for sign approval. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude
public access signage. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

| The Planning-CommisstonCity may, in addition, from time to time adopt policies regarding sign
standards. Such policies may include separate standards or provisions for specific areas of the
community. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 4 of 29
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1. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ADAMS AVE., BEACH BLVD., BROOKHURST ST., |
EDINGER AVE., GOLDENWEST ST. AND WARNER AVE.

dne

10 fi. 50 sq. ft.
200 feet of street frontage +5 ft. for Bonus +25 sq.ft. for Bonus
b. Interior lots with min. 200 feet One 15 ft. 70 sq. ft.
but less than 400 feet +5 ft. for Bonus +30 sq.ft. for Bonus
c. Corner lots with the greatest One per 7 ft. 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet street frontage +3 ft. for Bonus +15 sq.ft. for Bonus
d. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 20 ft. (P) 100 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Corner lots with and two secondary (S) +5 ft. for (P) Bonus +25 sq. ft. (P) Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7 ft. (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)
e. Regional Mall Identification Sign One per street frontage 25 ft. 100 sq. ft.
One freeway sign 25 ft. above freeway 200 sq. ft.

2. FREESTANDING SIGNS ON ALL OTHER ARTERIALS NOT LISTED ABOVE

Interior lots with less than 7. 50 sq. ft.
400 feet of street frontage +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
b. Corner lots with the greatest One per street 7 ft. 30 sq. ft.
street frontage less than 400 feet +1 ft. for Bonus +10 sq. ft. for Bonus
c. Interior lots with min. 400 feet of One primary (P) 15 fi. (P) 70 sq. ft. (P)
frontage AND Corner lots with and two secondary (S) +0.5 ft. for Bonus + 10 ft. for Bonus
min. 400 feet on one street frontage signs per street 7 tt. (S) 30 sq. ft. (S)

4.

Bonus signs (B) shall have an opaque background, internal illumination for items of information only.

Multi-tenant panels are permitted provided the panels are minimum 10 inches in height, with a minimum 6 inch
letter height. They shall be restricted to one uniform background color and two colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center Identification may have a separate background color. Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of information. Major tenant identification shall be encouraged by being placed
on the largest panel.

Secondary signs (S) are in addition to the Primary (P) sign. Secondary sign copy shall be limited to business
identification only.

Street addresses shall be included on all freestanding signs with minimum six (6) inch numerals.

OTHER LOCATIONAL CRITERIA FOR FREESTANDING COMMERCIAL SIGNS

1.
2.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance

No business shall have more than one freestanding sign facing each frontage.

Freestanding signs on the same site shall be located a minimum of 150 feet apart unless approved by a planned sign
program.

. A freestanding sign shall not be permitted in an area between the building and right-of-way when that portion of the

building is located at the minimum setback.

Signs shall be located in a landscape planter a minimum of 2 feet wider than the sign itself. Square poles or other
architectural treatment shall be required, except if the sign is 8 feet or less in height, it shall be of monument type,
with a minimum 2 foot base. Placement shall conform with Diagram A.

No freestanding sign shall be located along a local street.

Chapter 233 Page 5 of 29
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A. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS (CONTINUED)

3. WALL SIGNS
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Individual Business wall One per street or | 1.5 sq. ft per linear . Channel letter signs required on all sites
Identification parking lot ft. of business consisting of 5 or more uses.
frontage for each | frontage.
separate business . Signs over 50 sq. ft. shall have an opaqué
on the ground Business <50,000 background and internal illumination for
floor sq. ft. Max. total= items of information only or shall be of
200 sq.ft.* channel letter design.
Signs for second
floor businesses Business 50,000+ . Multi-business consolidated wall signs
with exterior sq. ft. No Max.* shall be permitted provided the signs do
access may be not exceed the allowable sign area.
permitted by * No sign shall
Planned Sign exceed 200 sq. ft.. . Placement shall conform to Diagram B.
Program or 1.5 sq. ft. per
linear ft. of the wall . One nameplate may be placed at each
upon which it is door, loading dock, or other entrance
placed. facing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.
Channel letter signs: . Signs on projecting canopies/awnings
15% bonus after shall be considered wall signs.
above calculation.

. Raceways shall only be permitted when
unable to place electrical components
within wall/parapet.

under One per business | 8 sq. ft. . Canopy signs shall be attached

canopy perpendicular to the building face,
centered above the store entrance or
lease length.

. Minimum 8 ft. ground clearance.

._Signs shall not be illuminated.

4. CHANGEABLE COPY v
ITE CRITERIA | SIGN AREA' HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Hotel with 30% of See A.1. To be combined with
Convention allowable /s Freestanding permitted sign.
Facility area Signs (a-d) above
Live Entertainment t/s One per site 30% of See A.l. To be combined with
allowable t/s Freestanding permitted sign.
area Signs (a-d) above
Tenant Directory t/s One per site 30 sq. ft. 7ft Low intensity illumination,
oriented toward pedestrians
and motorists on site. Min. 30
ft. from exterior property
lines, and 25 ft. from other
freestanding signs.
Menu Board f/s or One per drive- | +6-32 sq. ft. 7 ft. May be in addition to
wall thru lane

permitted sign.

Electronic Readerboards (See Sections 233.12 and 233.14 for specifications)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
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B. INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS
1. FREESTANDING SIGNS

KEY
INSERTIONS: Double underline

DELETIONS  Strikethrough

frontage for
- each separate
business

Channel {etter signs
receive a 10% bonus
after the above
calculation.

Max. 100 sq. ft. per
business for all wall
signs.

St S e 0 S
Industrial/ Mixed One business Under | acre: 7ft. 1. Sign copy shall be limited to center or
Uses identification 32 sq. ft. single business identification only. No
sign per site multi-tenant panels shall be permitted.
Industrial centers
over | acre: 2. Freestanding signs shall conform to
50 sq. ft. Diagram A, and shall be located in a
landscaped planter a minimum of 2 feet
wider than the sign itself.

3. All freestanding signs shall have the
street address included on the sign.

4. Signs shall be monument type.

5. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

Mixed Use One per street | Under 1 acre: 10 ft. 1. Multi-tenant panels are permitted
Businesses with frontage 32 sq. ft. provided the panels are minimum
Frontages on Gothard 10 inches in height with minimum 6 inch
Street Industrial centers “high letters. They shall be restricted to
over | acre: one uniform background color and two
50 sq. ft. colors for the sign copy, with the
exception that the Center [dentification
may have a separate background color.
Sign copies shall be limited to the
company name or one generic item of
information.

2. Major tenant identification shall be
encouraged by being placed on the
largest panel.

3. Signs eight (8) feet or less shall be
monument type.

4. Internally illuminated signs shall be
designed as bonus signs.

2. WALL SIGNS
' ' MAXIMUM
: MAXIMUM MAXIMUM SIGN
- SITE CRITERIA | NUMBER SIGN AREA ‘HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
All Industrial/ One per street | 1 sq. ft. per linear ft. Below roofline | 1. One nameplate may be placed at each
Mixed Uses or parking lot | of building frontage. door, loading dock, or other entrance

=)

(8]

. Internally illuminated signs shall be

. Raceways shall only be permitted

tacing a public street; max. 6 sq. ft.

designed as bonus signs.

when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance
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KEY

Neighborhood

C. RESIDENTIAL

Sl

for Multi-family
Developments

frontage

fis 1 per street 1 sq. ft. per 1. Signs shall be affixed to perimeter
Identification entrance ‘unit, max. 50 wall or placed within a
sq. ft. landscaped planter.
OR
2. Sign copy shall be limited to 18
inches in height, name of
development only.
wall One on each 0.5 sq. ft. per 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
side of each unit, max. 25 back 20 feet from any interior
street entrance | sq. ft. property line. Placement shall
conform to Diagram A.
Vacancy Signs | wall One per street 6 sq. ft. Below roofline 1. Copy limited to "vacancy," type

of unit available, and source of
information.

D. CHURCHES, AND SCHOOLS, AND COMMERCIAL

_RECREATIONAL USES WITHIN PUBLIC

PARKS

Identification t/s One per site 32 sq. ft. 7 ft. 1. Freestanding signs shall be
completely located within a
AND landscaped planter.
wall One per site I sq. ft. per Below roofline | 2. Signs shall be monument type.
linear ft. of
bldg. frontage 3. Freestanding signs shall be set
Max. 32 sq. ft. back 5 ft. from any interior
property line.
4. All freestanding signs shall have
the address included on the sign.
5. Raceways shall only be permitted
when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.
Changeable t’s One per site 30% of 7 tt. To be combined with permitted sign.
Copy allowable
/s area
wall One per site May be in addition to permitted
140-32 sq. ft. sign.
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 8 of 29
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SERVICE STATIONS

Business fls One per site Alternative A; 71t 1. Service stations with convenience
Identification 20 sq. ft. if sign markets shall use Alternative A.
contains only
identification 2. Freestanding signs shall be located
and no in a landscaped planter a minimurn
changeable of 2 feet wider than the sign itself.
copy panels for
pricing. 3. Signs shall be monument type.
OR 4. All freestanding signs shall have

the address included on the sign.
Alternative B:
50 sq. ft. if
price
information is
incorporated on
sign. Sign shall
contain panels
for fuel price
only. No
detached price
signs shall be

located
elsewhere on
the site. :
wall One per street 1 sq. ft. per Below roofline | 1. Internal illumination or channel
frontage linear foot of letters only.
and/or building ]
frontage 2. If canopy fascia signs are used for
canopy | One per street business ID, no wall signs shall be
frontage permitted on bldg.
10 sq. ft.

3. Max. letter height for fascia signs
shall be 75% of fascia width.

4. If canopy fascia signs are not
provided, a logo may be permitted
on each side of canopy column
connector (spandrel) in addition to
wall signs.

Fuel Priceand | /s One per street 12 5q. ft. 6 ft. 1. Price signs shall advertise fuel
Credit frontage in prices only and no other product
Information conjunction available.

with
Alternative A . Freestanding signs shall be
sign completely located within a
landscaped planter.

[

Price signs
shall be located
a minimum 15
ft. from other
freestanding
signs.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 9 of 29
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Pump attached

Instructions or to pump

Identification island
column

E. SERVICE STATIONS (CONTINUED)

INSERTIONS: Double underline
DELETIONS  Strikethrough

KEY

One per
canopy column

10 ft.

I.

. Point of purchase signs shall be

. State or Federal government

No other signs shall be permitted
on the canopy or column except
as specified.

prohibited.

required signs encompassed
within a fuel pump shall not be
regulated by this ordinance.

MAXIMOM

F. PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS __

100 Ft. in Height

SITE “SIGN : B
CRITERIA TYPE | NUMBER SIGN AREA |  HEIGHT OTHER STANDARDS
Building wall One per 3 sq. ft. per Shall be placed 1. Such sign shall be in addition to
Identification for building foot of bldg. within top 25 ft. that which is permitted elsewhere

Buildings Over frontage height of bldg. in this article.

. Raceways shall only be permitted

when unable to place electrical
components within wall/parapet.

08-1668/25685

s
fadustriat
—AH-Other
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F PERMITTED IN ALL DISTRICTS (CONTINUED)

233.08 Exempt Signs

The following Signs-si signs are exempt from the sign permit requirements of '&hf&e—haﬁ%erSectron

233.04 neludeThese signs shall not be restricted by content and no fee, permit or application is
egulred (3334-6/97)

A.  Corner stones;-(including names of buildings;-and dates of erection), and citations
that are made an integral part of the structure. (3334-6/97)

B.  Credit-card;-trading stamp;-or-trade-associationsigns Signs not exceeding 0.5
: square feet each_posted by commercial establishments. (3334-6/97)

C.  Governmental-flagsFlags efposted by any governmental agency-net-usedfor
eemmereral—premeﬁeﬂal—pmiaeses (3334-6/97)

D. Ne’rghberheed—Wa%ehsfgns&gns posted by nelghborhood safety organizations.

(3334-6/97)

E. Notices posted by a utility or other quasi-public agent in the performance of a
public duty er-by-any-person-giving-duelegal-notice. (3334-6/97)

Offretal-Signs or notices efposted by any court, public body or officer. (3334-6/97)

G.  Oil-operationssigns-consistent-with-Title15-of the Municipal-Code. Signs posted
by property owners on private property, as required by law (including no trespass

and legal notices). (3334-6/97)

. l . . E F] : F E ].‘ ) . i s

whichever-comes-first— (3334-6/97)
IH. One ﬂamerJfafe g not over six (6) square feet in area, displaying thename-and/er
Pro 2 he-address; may be placed-posted
at each door loadmg dock or other entrance faemg a public street. (3334-6/97)
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 11 of 29
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DELETIONS  Strikethrough

On-Bremise-pa
faced sign per

each commercial parking en

€, not exceedig two (2) square feet

g15;
tranc

in area and four (4) feet in height.
i i 101k 5 : (3334-6/97)

stgasSigns erected b aublic agency. (3334-6/97)

QK. Signs manufactured as a standard, integral part of a mass-produced product

accessory to-a-commerectal-orpublic-orsemi-publie-use;or display structure
including telephone booths, vending machines, automated teller machines, and

gasoline pumps. (3334-6/97)

|V : RL. Signs within a building not visible from a public street and window signs not
exceeding 20 percent of the visible area of a window (50% during December). No
window sign shall be displayed above the second story. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

®n
<

Signs required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). (3360-12/97)

H
fz

Street-address-aumeralsTwo (2) signs (including, but not limited to. street numerals
and “no solicitation” notices), not exceeding two (2) square feet each. placed on any

part of a building facing a public street. (3334-6/97)

&
Io

-Temporary signs. In anv
residential zone, the owner of a lot shall be allowed to post temporary signage on

the lot itself, but not off-site in street medians, dividers. and other public richts-of-

way. This signage shall not be restricted by content, but is usually and customarily
used to advertise real estate sales, political or ideological positions, garage sales,

and home construction or remodeling, etc. Signage shall be allowed for each lot as
follows:

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 12 of 29
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Election Signs or
Political Signs

Oneper | N/A
it

annot create fraffic or safe
hazards.

3

2z
0]

= |
g)__

2. May be erected no more than
seventy five (75) days prior to an
election and must be removed within

fi 1 s after an ion.

Real Estate

Residential ne per

it

2
:
]
72}
P

1. Cannot create {raffic or safety

hazards. -

=}
=
2
D

|

=
=3

|

2._May be erected no earfier than
the date the property is placed on

the market for sale, lease or rental
and is removed immediately after the
sale, lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of
escrow or execution of lease or

rental agreement.

3. No sign may be attached to the

perimeter walls of residential
communities.

-
I
2]

Real Estate 1 per site | 20 sq. ft. 10 ft. 1. Cannot create traffic or safety hazar

II

=
N

Commercial 2_May be erected no earlier than the
_Office Dist. date the property is placed on the

R market for sale, lease or rental, and
is removed immediately after the

sale. lease, or rental of the property
which is defined as the close of

:

ESCrow.
Real Estate E/S 1 per site | 30 sa. ft. 12 ft 1. Cannot create traffic or safety
- or hazards.
Commercial Wall .
“Industrial — 2. May be erected no earlier than the
= date the property is placed on the
market for sale, lease or rental, and
is removed immediately after the
sale, lease, or rental, and is removed
immediately after the sale, lease, or
rental of the property which is
defined as the close of escrow.
Real Estate E/S 1 per site | 20 sq. ft. 10 ft. 1. Cannot create traffic or safety
or hazards.
All other Wall
Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 13 of 29
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Districts 2. _May be erected no earlier than
the date th is ed o

h r 0 le, | r rental

nd is removed immediately after
ale, lease, or rental, and is removed
im iately after the lease, or
r | of the pr which i
defi he clo SCrOwW.

Si Il not be attached to
eri walls of residenti
communities.

1. Is erected no earlier than the date
a building permit is issued for the

roperty, and is removed prior to
issuance of a certificate of

occupancy or final inspection,

whichever comes first.

Congtructiqn
Signs

Z
=3
3
o]

1 per site | 32 sq. ft.

[
°

=l
)

|

Open House

1 per site | 6 sq. ft. 4 ft. 1. Sign must be displaved adjacent
Signs

to the entrance of a property or in the
case of a residential subdivision at

the immediate points of access to the

roperty from an arterial, and is
removed by sunset'on any day it is
erected.

[

IE I

2. Placement shall not be in street
medians, dividers, on street signs,

traffic control devices and shall not
obstruct the public right-of-way.

Open House Flags 3 per site | 2.5 sq. ft. 6 ft. 1. Must be displayed at the
Sign ' immediate points of access to a

property or, in the case of a

residential subdivision, from the
immediate point of access from an
arterial.

Pennants - 30 sq. ft. 1. Must be placed on light standards
located on private property

2. Must have an eight (8) foot
clearance from the ground.,

3. Must be removed within five (5)
business days of the completion of
the City-sponsored event or theme.

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 14 of 29
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KEY
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Prohibited Signs

Canvas signs, banners, pennants, streamers, balloons or other temporary signs
except as provided in Sections 233.08 (Exempt Signs), 233.16 (Subdivision
Directional Signs) or 233.18 (Promotional Activity Signs). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Mobile, A-frame;-andframe, and portable signs and those of a similar nature which
are not permanently attached to the ground or building except as provided in
Sections 233.18 or 233.20. (3334-6/97)

Roof signs_except those permitted under Section 233.18(4). (3334-6/97)

Signs which resemble any official marker erected by the city, state, or any
governmental agency, or which, by reason of position, shape, color or illumination
would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic sign or signal or would be
a hazard to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. (3334-6/97)

Signs which produce odor, sound, smoke, fire or other such emissions. (3334-6/97)

Flashing, moving, pulsating, or intermittently lighted signs, mechanical movement
signs, including searchlights, except electronic readerboards and public service
signs such as those for time and temperature. (3334-6/97)

Animals or human beings, live or simulated, utilized as signs. (3334-6/97)

Projecting signs, except canopy or awning signs and under-canopy signs, subject to
subsections 233.06(A) and 233.06(E). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Signs which constitute a nuisance or hazard due to their intensity of light. (3334-6/97)

Signs visible from and within 100 feet of an R district which are illuminated
between the hours of 10:00 PM and 7:00 AM unless they identify an establishment
open for business during those hours. (3360-12/97)

Off- premises signs, including billboards or advertising structures installed for the
purpose of advertising a project, subject or business unrelated to the premises upon
which the sign is located, except

eleetronicreaderboardsas permitted pursuant to Sections 233.14 (Readerboard

Signs-Multiple Users) and 233.16 (Subdivision Directional Signs). (3334-6/97)

Abandoned signs and signs which no longer identify a bona fide business
conducted on the premises. Such signs shall be removed by the property owner
within 60 days of the business' closing date. The sign panel may be turned over
(blank side out) if the sign complies with code. (3334-6/97. 3360-12/97)

Signs located on amy-public property, including signs affixed to utility poles, trees
or projecting onto the public right-of-way, except political signs and those required
by law. This section shall not prohibit the placement of advertising panels on
public service items including, but not limited to, trash receptacles, bicycle racks,
bus benches, transit shelters, and telephone booths within public rights-of-way or
in publicly- operated beaches or parks provided such items are placed in accord with
an agreement granted by the City Council. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 15 of 29
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N.  Vebhicle signs, signs affixed to automobiles, trucks, trailers or other vehicles on
public or private property for the basie-purpose of advertising, identifying or
providing direction to a use or activity not related to the lawful use of the vehicle
for delivering merchandise or rendering service. Any such vehicle signs which
have as their primary purpose to serve as a non-moving or moving display are
prohibited. (3334-6/97)

233.12 Electronic Readerboards

| Electronic readerboards may-be-are permitted subject to the review by the Design Review Board,
and approval of a conditional use permit by the Zoning Administrator. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3711-

06/05)

A.  Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow an
electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following
findings: (3334-6/97, 3711-06/05) :

1. The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in this chapter; (3334-6/97)

2. The proposed electronic readerboard sign is compatible with other signs on
the site and in the vicinity; (3334-6/97)

3. The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent rights-of-way or create a hazard to vehicular or
pedestrian traffic; and (3334-6/97)

4. The proposed electronic readerboard sign shall not have adverse visual
impacts on adjoining commercial and/or residential neighborhoods. (3334-6/97)

B.  Readerboard Sign Criteria: (3360-12/97)

L. Electronic readerboards may be freestanding or wall type signs. (3334-6/97)

2. The maximum number of electronic readerboards shall be one per site. (3334-6/97)

3. The maximum sign area shall be 115 square feet; 90 square feet for message
center; and 25 feet for other information. (3334-6/97)

4. The maximum height of a freestanding electronic readerboard sign shall be
25 feet. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

5. The electronic readerboard shall have cylinders, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night. (3334-6/97)

6.  The maximum measurable light output of the electronic readerboard shall not
exceed 50 foot-candles at any property line. (3334-6/97)

C.  Location Requirements: (3334-6/97)

1. Electronic readerboards shall only be allowed on parcels abutting a freeway
and on parcels abutting Beach Boulevard, excluding the portion along Beach

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 16 of 29
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Boulevard designated as a landscape corridor south of Adams to Pacific
Coast Highway. (3334-6/97)

Minimum lot frontage: 200 feet. (3334-6/97)
Minimum distance between electronic readerboards: 150 feet. (3334-6/97)

Minimum distance to any residence: 150 feet. (3334-6/97)

D.  Other Standards: (3334-6/97)

1.

Where a site has an electronic readerboard, temporary banners, balloons, flags,
etc. shall be permitted a maximum of 15 days per calendar year. (3334-6/97)
Hours of operation: 6:30 AM to 10:30 PM. At least 10 percent of the
message time, or any percentage deemed necessary by the City for emergency
conditions, shall be used for public service announcements. (3334-6/97)

Messages in an electronic readerboard shall be no faster than one message

every four seconds, and the minimum interval between messages shall be at
least one second. Continuous motion of messages is not permitted. (3334-6/97)

Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted. (3334-6/97)

In addition to the electronic readerboard sign, one monument sign, maximum

of seven (7) feet in height and a maximum fifty (50) square feet in sign area,
may be permitted and all other signage shall be brought into conformance
with this chapter. (3334-6/97)

Readerboard Signs - Multiple Users

Off-site electronic readerboard signs may be permitted subject to the yeview by tie Desiug

v wis conditional use permit apprevai by the Zoning Administrator.

Approval of electronic readerboard signs shall be subject to the following: (3334-6/97, 3711-06/05)

A.  Required Findings: Prior to approving a conditional use permit to allow a multiple

user electronic readerboard sign, the Zoning Administrator shall make the following
findings: (3334-6/97)

l.

The proposed electronic readerboard sign conforms with the standards and
criteria as set forth in the Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance; (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

The proposed electronic readerboard sign will not adversely impact traffic
circulation in adjacent right-of-way or create a hazard to vehicle or pedestrian
traffic. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
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B.  Multiple User Readerboard Sign Criteria: (3360-12/97)

1. Multiple user electronic readerboard signs may be located at a site which is
not the location of any of the parties using the sign for advertising. (3334-6/97)

2. Multiple user electronic readerboard shall be freestanding. (3334-6/97)
3. The maximum sign area shall be twelve hundred (1200) square feet. (3334-6797)

4. The maximum height of a multiple user readerboard sign shall be eighty-five
(85) feet. (3334-6/97)

5. The multiple user readerboard shall have cylinders or directional incandescent
lamps and have a shade screen or louver system, a shade screen and a
photocell for reducing the intensity of lighting at night. (3334-6/97)

C.  Lighting Standards: (3334-6/97)

1. The maximum night time light intensity and illﬁminance shall conform to the
following: (3334-6/97)

MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME INTENSITY

Height from Ground
(in feet) 5 10 20 30 50 70 85

Maximum Intensity
(x 1000 lumens) 125 130 145 170 250 370 490

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

MAXIMUM NIGHT TIME ILLUMINANCE

Land Use
at Receptor Site - Residential Commercial Other
Maximum [lluminance -
(foot-candles) 0.3 2.0 ' 1.0

(3334-6/97)

The maximum night time illuminance shall be measured at the receptor site,
at ground level, by a direct reading, portable light meter. Measurements shall
not be made within one hour after sunset or before sunrise. (3334-6/97)

2. Illuminance shall be determined by the difference between a reading taken
- with the sign on and another reading taken within three (3) minutes with the
sign off. (3334-6/97)

3. Anilluminance chart shall be prepared by a licensed engineer and submitted
to the Director for approval prior to installation. Conformance with this
ordinance shall be verified by actual measurements made, as specified herein,
after installation. The method of measurement and results shall be subject to
approval of the Director. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 18 of 29
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D. Location Requirements: (3334-6/97)

1. A multiple user readerboard shall be located no farther than two hundred
(200) feet from a freeway. (3334-6/97)

2. The minimum distance between multiple user readerboards shall be one
thousand (1,000) feet. (3334-6/97)

3. Thesign shall be a minimum distance of 600 feet from residential properties.
(3360-12/97)

E.  Other Standards: (3334-6/97)

1. No off-site electronic readerboard will be permitted except for multiple users.
(3334-6/97)

2. Atleast twenty percent (20%) of the message time, or any percentage deemed
: necessary by the City for emergency conditions shall be used for public -
service announcements. (3334-6/97)

(8]

Messages in a multiple user sign shall be no faster than one message every
four (4) seconds and the minimum interval between messages shall be at least
one second. (3334-6/97)

4. Light intensity changes (other than between day and night uses) are not
permitted. (3334-6/97)

233.16 Subdivision Directional Signs

Subdivision directional signs shall contain only the name of a development, the developer, price
information, and directional information for land development projects located within the

ettyCity. Ne-land anSign permits for off-site

subdivision directional signs for land development projects shall be limited to no more than six
off-site subdivision-direetional signs, and approval for such signs shall be subject to the

following standards: (3334-6/97)

2

A.  Location requirements: (3334-6/97)

1. Signs shall not be located within any street medians, divides or other public
rights-of-way or on any property developed with residential uses other than
that of the subdivision identified. (3334-6/97)

2. Signs located on the same side of the street shall be a minimum of 600 feet
from any other subdivision directional sign except a sign may be permitted on
each corner of the intersection of arterial highways. (3334-6/97)

3. Maximum area and height: (3334-6/97)

a. 64 square feet in area and 15 feet high provided there is a minimum
50 foot distance from any adjacent developed property. (3334-6/97)

b. 32 square feet in area and 8 feet high provided there is a minimum
25 foot distance from any adjacent developed property. (3334-6/97)

Huntington Beach Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Chapter 233 Page 19 of 29
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B.  Permit expiration: Sign Permits issued for subdivision directional signs shall
expire either one year from the date of issuance or on the date 90 percent of the
project's units have all been sold, leased, or rented for the first time, whichever is
sooner. Annual renewals may be granted for such time as units still exist for sale;
however, no more than one directional sign is allowed after 90 percent of the units
are sold, leased or rented. (3334-6/97)

C.  Street widening: When a sign conflicts with street widening or construction, it
shall be removed upon written notice at no cost to any public agency. (3334-6/97)

D.  Required bond: Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall file a
cash bond in an amount set by resolution of the City Council. The full bond
amount shall be refunded if the sign structure is removed and the site restored to its
original condition within 15 days after the expiration of the permit. If the sign
structure is not removed, the City shall remove the sign and its supporting structure
with the cost deducted from the cash bond, and any remainder refunded. (3334-6/97)

233.18 = Promotional Activity Signs

A.  Promotional activity signs may be placed on a site subject to the approval-of
issuance of a temporary sign permit by the Director, and provided that temperary
such signs comply with all of the standards set forth in this seetienSection, and
provided such signs do not create safety hazards or block signs identifying
adjoining establishments. (3334-6/97)

B. A temporary sign permit for a promotional activity sign, banners, pennant or
pennants, unless otherwise specified, shall be valid for a maximum of ninety (90)
days in any calendar year and shall not be renewable. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

| C.  A-premetional Promotional activity banner-er-banners shall not exceed one square
foot of banner area for each linear foot of building frontage and in no case shall the
total banner area exceed 100 square feet. Pennants shall be limited to a maximum
of one square foot for each pennant. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

R e—_A promotional activity
banner, as permitted above, shall not be affected by the issuance of a grand opening
promotional activity sign permit during the same calendar year. The size of a grand

opening promotional activity banner shall not exceed the size specified in Section
233.18 C. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

E.  Promotional activity sigassigns, banners and pennants shall ret-be maintained and
not be in a condition of disrepair. Disrepair shall include torn, faded or sagging
SIgNS. (3334-6/97)

F.  Sttes-The Director may approve a temporary sign permit for a promotional sign, to
be displaved on a site with electronic readerboards i

shall-be-permitted-to-have
prometionat-activity-signs-displayed-up to a maximum of fifteen (15) days per

calendar year. (3334-6/97)

' Vehicle sales businsses and automobile dealerships located on
Beach Boulevard may, without first obtaining a temporary use permit from the
Director, display promotional activity signs, banners, pennants, and car-top signs

that comply with the following standards:
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1. Eighteen inch (18") non-metallic helium balloons and large non-metallic
inflatables may be displayed on the weekends (Friday 9:00 AM through

Sunday 12:00 Midnight), provided they do not project over the public right-
of-way. (3334-6/97)

2. Automobile dealerships on Beach Boulevard shall be permitted to display
flags, pennants, banners and car-top signs throughout the year. (3334-6/97)

H.  Vehicle sales businesses and automobile dealerships located on Beach Boulevard
shall obtain a temporary sign permit for the use of large displays and inflatables
larger than eighteen inches (18") in diameter. The displays and inflatables shall be
affixed directly to the ground or roof of a building: i i

i tr. The displays and inflatables shall be limited to a
maximum of twelve (12) weekends per calendar year. (3360-12/97)

233.20 Pianned Sign Program

A planned-sign-pregramPlanned Sign Program shall be submitted to the Director when required
by Section 233.04 B. Such program shall be reviewed and approved by the Director prior to
issuance of any building permit-for-signs. The purpose of the planned-sigaprogramPlanned Sign
Program is to encourage coordinated and quality sign design as well as to permit more flexible
sign standards for commercial and industrial centers. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97, 3527-2/02)

The standards of Section 233.06 shall be used as a guide in the design of a planned-sign
pregramPlanned Sign Program. The property owner shall designate a person or firm as the
primary liaison with the City for the purpose of submitting sign permit requests in conformance

with the approved planned-sign-programPlanned Sign Program. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

A.  Planned sign program applications shall be submitted to the Planning Division and
shall include the following: (3334-6/97)

1. Asite plan, drawn to scale, depicting the precise locations of all buildings and
SIgNS; (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

2. Drawings and/or sketches indicating the exterior surface details of all
buildings on the site on which wall signs, directory signs, or projecting signs
are proposed; (3334-6/97)

3. Written text describing the specific sign criteria for the property. The
program shall, at minimum, include provisions regulating sign height, area,
sign type, colors, design and location. (3360-12/97)

4. A statement of the reasons for any requested modifications to the provisions
- or standards of this chapter: and (3334-6/97)

5. The name, address, and telephone number of the person or firm responsible
for administering the planned-signprogramPlanned Sign Program. (3334-6/97)

B. A planned-signpregramPlanned Sign Program may include more than one
freestanding sign per parcel or other deviations from the standards of this chapter,

provided that the total sign area does not exceed the area otherwise permitted by
Section 233.06 by more than 10 percent, or by 30% for multiple automobile
franchises occupying the same lot, and commercial businesses with 50,000 square

feet or more of floor area. In approving a planned-sign-programPlanned Sign
Program, the Director shall find: (3334-6/97. 3360-12/97)
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1. That the proposed signs are compatible with the style or character of existing
improvements on the site and are well related to each other, reflecting a
common theme and design style. (3334-6/97)

C.  The Director may require any reasonable conditions necessary to carry out the
| intent of the planned-sign-programPlanned Sign Program. For developments with
existing signs, a schedule or phasing plan for bringing such signs into conformance
with the planned-sigan-programPlanned Sign Program shall be submitted and
become part of the approval_of the Planned Sign Program. A cash bond may be
required to guarantee their modification or removal. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

233.22 Miscellaneous Signs and Provisions

| A.  Signs within the Downtown Specific Plan or located in any other specific plan areag
‘ shall comply with any additional requirements outlined within the plan itself and
any applicable design guidelines. (3334-6/97)

B.  Non-commercial murals, non-commercial large graphic designs, and statuary shall
be subject to review by the Director for the sole purpose of ensuring that such
displays will not pose a hazard to public health, safety or welfare. (3334-6/97)

€. No window or contiguous window panes shall be covered by paper or painting
signs whieh-that exceed 20 percent of the total area of that window-at-any

timehowever;—Exeeption-—Windews_windows may be covered up to 50% during
the month of December.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

233.24 Nonconforming Signs

I A.  Continuation of Use. Any-A nonconforming en-site sign may be maintained on site
after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this title, provided that the
nonconforming sign is not: (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97) '

1. Changed to another nonconforming sign; or (3334-6/97)
2. Structurally altered so as to extend its useful life; or (3334-6197)

3. Expanded or altered as defined in Section 233.28, except that a change of
sign panel/face may be permitted provided the items of information on the
sign (i.e., business name) remain the same; or (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

4. Reestablished after discontinuance for ninety (90) days or more; or
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

5. Reestablished after damage or destruction of more than fifty percent (50%) of
the sign value at the time of such damage or destruction. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

B.  Signs replaced or requested to be modified at the owner's initiative shall comply
with all current provisions of this chapter unless granted-the Director approves a

sign-code-exceptionSign Code Exception a, limited sign-permitLimited Sign Permit
or planned-sign-programPlanned Sign Program. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)
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233.26 Code Compliance

Signs shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter, the Uniform Building Code and National
Electric Code, as adopted by the City. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Any sign by design, location or configuration that violates this Chapter or creates a pedestrian or

vehicle hazard is deemed to be a public nuisance and subject to enforcement under this Code
and/or the Huntington Beach Municipal Code,

~ Penalty. No person, firm, corporation or other legal entity shall maintain, place, erect, or permit
any sign to be displayed in violation of this chapter. Violations are a misdemeanor and are
punishable as provided in Chapter 249 Enforcement of the Huntington Beach Zoning and
Subdivision Ordinance. (3360-12/97)

233.28- Definitions

The following definitions shall apply to the provisions in this Chapter. General definitions are
contained in Chapter 203. (3334-6/97)

A. Abandoned Sign: a sign which no longer directs, advertises or identifies a legal
business establishment, product or activity on the premises where such si gnis
displayed. (3334-6/97)

B. Alteration: any change of copy, sign face, color, size, shape, illumination, position,
location, construction, or supporting structure of any sign. (3334-6/97)

C. . Animated Sign: any sign which is designed to give a message through a sequence of
progressive changes of parts or lights or degree of lighting. (3334-6/97)

D. Area of Sign: (3334—6/97)

1. The area included within the outer dimensions of a sign (excluding structural
supports). (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97) ‘

2. For freestanding signs, sign area shall be calculated on one (1) face of the
sign, provided a sign face on a double-sided sign is not separated from the
opposite side of the sign by more than 12 inches at any point.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

[9%)

For illuminated awning or canopy signs, sign area shall be calculated around
the sign copy only. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

4. For signs without a border or frame (channel or skeleton letters), the area
shall be within a rectangle or eight (8) continuous straight lines (with right
angles) formed around the extreme outer limits of the sign message,
including all figures and any background or color which is an integral part of
the sign.

(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

SIGN AREA [SIGN

AREA
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E. Awning: a shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a building and
composed of non-rigid materials except for the supporting framework. (3334-6/97)

F. Awning Sign: a sign painted on, printed on, or attached flat against the surface of an
awning. (3334-6/97)

G. Banner Sign: a temporary sign composed of fabric or flexible material with no
enclosing frame. (3334-6/97)

H. Bonus Sign: an internally illuminated freestanding sign designed with opaque sign
faces/panels, and illumination for items of information only. (3360-12/97)

L Business Identification Sign: a sign which serves to identify only the name and
address of the premises, business, building or portion of building upon which it is
located and includes no other advertising such as product lists, phone numbers and
hours of operation. Logos may also be permitted. (3334-6/97)

J. Building Frontage: the linear extent of a building or business which has frontage on
either a street or parking area. Only one side of the building facing the street or
parking area shall be used to determine the Mmaximum Sign area. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

K. Canopy: a permanent roof-like structure which extends along and projects beyond
the wall of a building, or is freestanding as common in service stations, and is
generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

L. Changeable Copy Sign: a sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or
illustrations that can be changed manually or electrically without altering the face or
surface of the sign. (3334-6/97)

M. Channel letters: individual letters or ﬁgures, illuminated or non-illuminated, affixed
to a building or freestanding sign structure. (3334-6/97)

N. Construction Sign: a temporary sign identifying the persons, firms or businesses
directly connected with a construction or development project and may include the
name of the future site occupant. (3334-6/97)

O. Directional Sign: an on-premise incidental sign designed to guide or direct
pedestrian or vehicular traffic. (3334-6/97)

P. Electronic Readerboard: a changeable message sign consisting of a matrix of lamps
which are computer controlled. (3334-6/97)

Q. Exposed Neon: neon tubing used for lighting in signs and other building
identification such as raceways and accent lighting. (3360-12/97)

R. Exposed Raceway: visible tube or box behind a wall sign used to house electrical
wiring for the wall sign. (3360-12/97)

S. Flashing Sign: an illuminated sign which contains an intermittent or sequential
flashing light source or any other such means to attract attention. This definition is
not intended to include "changeable copy signs" or "animated signs." (3334-6/97)

T. Freestanding Sign: a sign permanently attached to the ground and which does not
have a building as its primary structural support. This includes ground signs, pole
signs and monument signs. (3334-6/97)
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U. Grand Opening: a promotional activity not exceeding ninety (90) calendar days
used by newly established businesses to inform the public of their location and
services. (3334-6/97)

V. Ground Sign: see Freestanding Sign. (3334-6/97)

Ww. Ilegal Sign: a sign which was erected without the-benefit-efobtaining a permit_as
required by this Chapter, that does not meet the requirements of this ordinance, or
has not received legal nonconforming status. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

X. Incidental Sign: a small sign pertaining to goods, products, services or facilities
which are available on the premises where the sign occurs and intended primarily
for the convenience of the public. (3334-6/97)

Y. Indirect llumination: a light cast on the surface of a sign from an exterior source.
(3334-6/97)

Z. Industnal Center: any site contammg three (3) or more industrial act1v1t1es (3360-
12/97)

AA. Integrated Development a development or site comprised of one or more parcels ’
served by common access ways, driveways, parking and landscaping. (3334-6/97)

BB. Interior illumination: any sign face which is artificially lit from the inside. (3334-6/97)

CC. Item of information: each word, design, symbol, or figure. (3334-6/97)

DD. Limited Sign Permit:
andA permit approved by the Director that permits a temporary sign used to
advertise a short-term special activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under new
ownership, fall sale, etc. and maintenance or modification to the face or copy of a
nonconforming sign ferup-te-ato extend a use of the sign for a time period deemed
appropriate by the Director, but not to exceed a two (2) years-period. (3360-12/97)

EE. Logo: a trademark or company name symbol. (3334-6/97)

FF. Marquee: see Canopy. (3334-6/97)

GG. Mansard: a sloped roof or roof-like facade. (3334-6/97)

HH. Monument Sign: a free standing sign with a solid base. (3334-6/97)

1L Moving Sign: any sign or device which has any visible moving part, visible
revolving part, or visible mechanical movement. (3334-6/97)

JJ. Name Plate Sign: an attached sign which designates the names and/or address of a
business, and/or the words "entrance" or "exit." (3334-6/97)

KK. Nonconforming Sign: a sign which was erected legally but does not comply with
provisions of the current sign_ordinance-provisions. (3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

LL. Off-Site Sign: any sign which advertises goods, products, services or facilities not
sold, produced, manufactured or furnished on the premises on which the sign is
located. These signs are also known as outdoor advertising, billboards, and poster
panels. (3334-6/97)
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On-Site Sign: a sign which pertains to the use(s) of the site on which it is located.
(3334-6/97)

Open House Sign: a sign which identifies a building for sale or lease which is open
and available for inspection;-and-setsforth-no-other-advertisement. (3334-6/97)

Planned Sign Program: City-approved-entitlement-whiehA required component for
certain sign permits that incorporates coordinated and quality sign design elements

and is reviewed and approved by the Director. (3360-12/97)

Point of Purchase Display: advertising of a retail item accompanying its display,
e.g., an advertisement on a product dispenser. (3334-6/97)

Pole Sign: see Freestanding Sign. (3334-6/97)

Political Sign: a sign identifying either a candidate for public office or an issue
relating to a forthcoming election. (3334-6/97). '

Portable Sign: any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building.
(3334-6/97) ‘ - . - b

Projecting Sign: a sign which is attached to and projects from the wall of the
building more than 18 inches and which has its display surface perpendicular to
such wall, to the structure to which it is attached. (3334-6/97)

Promotional Activity Sign: a temporary sign used to advertise a short term special
activity or sale, i.e., grand opening, under new ownership, fall sale, etc. (3334-6/97)

Public Access Signage: signage that directs the general public to the coast or sea
and/or public amenities available for general public use. (3360-12/97)

Public Service Information Sign: any sign intended primarily to promote items of
general interest to the community such as time, temperature, date, atmospheric
conditions, news or traffic control, etc. (3334-6/97)

Real Estate Sign: any temporary sign indicating that the premises on which the si gn
is located is for sale, lease or rent. (3334:6/97)

Roof Sign: an attached sign constructed upon or over a roof, or placed so as to
extend above the visible roofline; or a freestanding sign which is greater in height
than the building it serves to identify. (3334-6/97)

Rotating Sign: any sign or portion thereof which physically revolves about an axis.
(3334-6/97) :

Sign: any medium for visual communication, including its structure and component
parts, which is used or intended to be used to attract attention. (3334-6/97)

Sign Height: measurement from the adjacent sidewalk or curb to the highest portion
of the sign, including architectural elements. (3360-12/97)

Sign Code Exception: €i t g a deviation to some of the
specifications set forth in this chapter that is approved by the Director. (3360-12/97)
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Sign Copy: any words, letters, numbers, figures, designs or other symbolic
representation incorporated into a sign for the purpose of attracting attention.
(3334-6/97) v

Site: one or more parcels of land identified by the assessor's records where an
integrated building development has been approved or proposed. The site shall
include all parcels of land contained within or a part of the development
application.

(3334-6/97)

Site Frontage: the length of a lot or parcel of land along or fronting a street.
(3334-6/97, 3360-12/97)

Special Events Sign: a temporary sign advertising or pertaining to any civic,
patriotic, or special event of a general public interest taking place within the city.

_ (3334-6/97)

- Subdivision Directional Sign: a'sign providing direction to a Jand development

project pursuant to this chapter. (3334-6/97)

Supergraphic: a painted deésign which covers an area greater than ten percent of a

- wall, building facade or other structure. (3334-6/97)

Temporary Sign: a sign which is installed for a limited time and is not constructed
or intended for long-term use. (3334-6/97)

Temporary Window Sign: a sign painted or constructed of paper or other
lightweight material and affixed to the interior or exterior side of a window or glass
area on a building for a limited time. (3334-6/97)

Vehicle Sales Dealerships

EEEMMM.  Wall Sign: any sign which is attached or erected on the exterior, posted, or

painted or suspended from or otherwise affixed to a wall of a building including the
parapet, with the display surface of the sign parallel to the building wall, and which
does not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building, or project above
the height of the wall or parapet.. (3334-6/97)
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MMMNNN. Window Sign: a sign in which the name, address, phone number, or hours of
operation are applied directly to the window of a business, or a sign visible through
the window from the street. (3334-6/97)
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City of Tustin Regulations

HUMAN SIGN REGULATIONS

Human signs shall be permitted on private property and in public parkway
areas and sidewalks, subject to the following provisions:

A. Human signs shall be prohibited within two hundred (200) feet of any
street intersection.

B. Human signs shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) square feet in
size.

C. Human signs shall not block the visibility of any traffic control device
‘or traffic signal for motorists.

D. Human signs on public sidewalks shall yield to the passage of
pedestrians.

E. Human signs shall not spin, twirl, swing or gyrate.
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Zoning Text Amendment
No. 08-003

Amends Huntington Beach
Zoning and Subdivision
Ordinance Chapter 233 Signs

February 2, 2009

Request

» Primarily affects Temporary and
Promotional Signs (real estate,
construction, etc.)

= Revises content-based sign regulations to
be content-neutral

= Improves sign aesthetics citywide by clear
and concise regulations

1
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Request (Cont.)

= Revises various sections of the code for internal
consistency and consistency with General Plan

= Provides further clarification regarding sign type
and permitted location of temporary signs

= Increases the allowable square footage of menu
boards to be responsive to the needs of the
business community

Exempt Signs
(Not Restricted by Content)

n Real Estate signs
provided they comply
with provisions in Section
233.08.




Exempt Signs

(Not Restricted by Content)
(cont'd)

» Public transit seating
signs and public
information.

» Signs posted by safety
organizations.

Signs

Sign Code regulates location to
reduce traffic hazards.

= Aesthetics are improved citywide
through sign criteria.
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Menu Boards

n Proposal will permit
menu boards up to 32
square feet.

Planning Commission Review

m Study Session held with Planning
Commission on October 14, 2008

= Planning Commission requested that staff
survey Political Sign criteria of various
cities in Orange County




Planning Commission Action

m Public Hearing conducted by Planning
Commission (PC) on December 9, 2008

= PC approved ZTA with modifications:
1) Reduce the display of Political Signs from 75
days to 60 days prior to an election

2) Require Design Review Board approval for
Readerboard Signs — Multiple Users

3) Allow Human Signs

Analysis

» Updates code with recent court decisions
regarding Content-Based Restrictions

= Provides further clarification regarding
sign types and permitted placement

» Creates consistency throughout Sign code

m Controls proliferation of signs for traffic
safety reasons.
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Analysis (Cont.)

= PC Proposed Modifications :

1) DRB required for Readerboard Signs-Multiple
Users - staff concurs

2) Reduce Political Signs duration prior to
election - staff opposes based on City
Attorney’s Office Opinion issued in 2005

3) Allow Human Signs - staff does not support
due to potential traffic and pedestrian conflicts

Options

Human Signs: Should City Council propose to
allow these signs, staff recommends one of the
following options:

" Optioh 1: Approve ZTA 08-003 as recommended
by staff and return to the Planning Commission
\év_ith new ZTA providing regulations for Human

igns.

= Option 2: Continue ZTA 08-003 and return to
City Council with Human Sign Regulations.




Staff Recommendation

Adopt ZTA No. 08-003 as
recommended by staff
(Attachment 5 to the RCA) with

- suggested Findings of Approval.

END
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HUNTINGTON BEACH TOMORROW
P. 0. BOX 865, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648
“Making a difference today for Huntington Beach tomorrow”
Phone: (714) 840-4015 E-Mail: info@hbtomorrow.org

Website: www.hbtomorrow.org

January 26, 2009

Joan Flynn, City Clerk

City of Huntington Beach

2000 Main St.

Huntington Beach, California 92648

Ref: Zoning'Text Amendment No. 08-003

Huntington Beach Tomorrow notes this zoning text amendment removes human
signs from Section 233, Prohibited Signs. The Planning Commission added

this removal to the proposed text amendment without input from planning
or public works staff.

Huntington Beach Tomorrow board members discussed the proposed removal.
The board members concluded, as have other cities, that human signs
create distractions to automobile drivers and pedestrians, which lead to
accidents, injury and liability. They also impede pedestrian flow and
are detrimental to the public health, welfare and safety.

The board of directors voted to request that the City Council retain
the prohibition of human signs in the amended sign ordinance.

Ed Kerins
Secretary
Huntington Beach Tomorrow



