


Overview of the Proposed 
Fireworks Ordinance 

City Council Study Session 
January 20, 2015 



Background 

  
 November 4, 2014 – Voters approved 

Measure T which amended City Charter 
Section 805 to permit the sale and use of Safe 
and Sane Fireworks, subject to regulation by 
the City Council. 



 
Key Elements of Draft Ordinance 

 • Staff recommends that 15 to 20 permits be issued 
each year to non-profit organizations (using a 
lottery system) allowing the sale of Safe and Sane 
Fireworks within the City and be established by 
resolution  

• Prior to the lottery, Non Profit groups must 
complete an application for a permit to sell Safe 
and Sane Fireworks and applicant must be 
deemed qualified to participate in the lottery 

• All applications with supporting documentation 
must be filed with the City Clerk by 5:00 p.m. on 
March 31st.     
 



 
Qualified Applicant Requirements  

 
 Staff recommendations (established by 

resolution):   
• Must be a registered non-profit organization 

(Tax ID Number) 
• Must have a principal and permanent meeting 

place within the City 
• Must provide direct and regular community 

services and benefits to residents of the City 



Qualified Applicant Requirements 
Continued 

• Minimum membership of at least 20 members 
who reside, are employed, or are owner or 
operators of a business or other establishment 
located in City; schools that serve the 
residents of the City; colleges located in the 
boundaries of the City 

• One permit per organization 
 

 



Qualified Applicant Requirement Recommendations 
Continued 

• Must meet all of the above requirements for 
at least twelve months preceding submittal of 
an application (and continue to do so for the 
duration of the permit) 

• Meet all other requirements of the application 
package 
 



Permit options for consideration 

 Divide permits evenly into to 3 categories such 
as: 

 
  1. Youth Sports 
 2.  High School Educational Institutions  
 3. Civic Organizations 
 

 
 



 
Regulatory Fee 

 • Staff is recommending a regulatory fee be paid 
by booth operators, not to exceed 10% of 
gross sales, and established by resolution 

•  The funds would be used to pay for city costs 
associated with the Ordinance including: 
police and fire enforcement, daily fireworks 
stand inspections, and street sweeping 

• Enforcement costs averaged $56,000 during 
the 2 year trial period. 
 
 



 
Allowable Dates and Hours of Sale and 

Discharge 
 

• Sale of Safe and Sane Fireworks is only 
allowed on July 1st, 2nd, and 3rd from Noon – 
10:00 p.m. and on July 4th from 10:00 a.m. – 
9:00 p.m. (Sale hours on July 4th extended from 8:00 pm previously) 

 

• Discharge of Safe and Sane Fireworks is only 
allowed on July 4th from Noon – 10:00p.m. 
(Allows parade to be completed)  

 



 
Discharge Location Restrictions 

 Fireworks MAY NOT be discharged: 
 

• On any beach or wetlands 
• Public parks 
• All areas on the ocean side of Pacific 

Coast Highway (i.e. Sunset Beach) 
• Within 10 feet of any residence, dwelling 

or other structure or oil wells 
 



Discharge Location Restrictions 
Continued 

• Public Property, including, streets, highways 
and other publicly owned property, buildings 
or facilities except for residential sidewalks, 
alleys, and streets. (Previously not allowed on 
residential streets or in downtown zones) 

• Properties located in commercial and 
industrial/manufacturing districts 
 



 
Safety and Education Program 

 
• Firework distributors must submit a public 

education plan to the Fire Department each 
year  

 
• Plan must include detail of a public education 

class to be conducted by each year by 
distributer/wholesaler for all booth operators 
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Agenda 

•   General Plan update overview 

•   Community engagement activities 

•   Draft vision and guiding principles 

•   Technical analysis 

•   Next steps 



General Plan Update Overview 



What is a General Plan? 

• Documents the big 
picture of what we're 
trying to achieve as a 
community 

• Blueprint and road map 
for development and 
conservation 

• Goal, policy, action 
statements, and maps 

• Ensures future decisions 
are consistent with 
community vision 



• Providing for new jobs and economic growth 

• Improving sewer, water, and storm drain 

infrastructure 

• Maintaining and improving public safety 

• Deciding where to focus new development 

opportunities 

• Reducing traffic congestion and providing 

and improving other modes of transportation  

• Providing housing for families and seniors 

• Identifying and preparing for natural hazards 

• Protecting or enhancing important 

resources 

 

The General Plan 

provides a long-term 

view to support 

shorter-term 

decisions 
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Proposed General Plan Update 

The General Plan update will: 

• Address physical changes that have occurred since 

1996 

• Review existing General Plan format and 

organization, which may result in reorganization or 

consolidation of elements 

• Provide internal consistency among required 

elements in accordance with State General Plan 

Guidelines  

• Integrate more recently adopted specific plans such 

as Sunset Beach and Brightwater 

 



Proposed General Plan Update 

The General Plan update will: 

• Be informed by a number of technical studies 

and plans including: 

  Police and Fire Service Level Study 

  Market trend and fiscal analysis 

  Urban runoff impact study 

• Add components required to address 

amendments to state and federal laws, such as:  

    Sustainability Action Plan – AB 32 

    Sea Level Rise – CCC/Coastal Act 

    Hazard Mitigation – FEMA/CalEMA 

 



City Council 

Planning Commission 
With additional input from other City advisory bodies and boards 

General Plan Advisory Committee 

Task Forces 
Biological 
Resources 

Circulation Market Trends Sea Level Rise Sustainability 

Community Input 
Pop-Up Events Community Workshops 

Public Meetings and 
Hearings 

General Plan Project Team 
(City staff and consultants) General Plan 

Review and 

Approval 

Process  



Project Timeline Status 



Community Engagement  



Community Engagement Activities 

 

 

Input 
Opportunities 

Stakeholder 
Interviews/ 
Community 

Organization 
Outreach  

Beach 
Bonfire 
Kickoff 
Event 

Community 
Workshops 

Pop-Up 
Workshops 

Online 
Survey Technical 

Study Task 
Forces 

General Plan 
Advisory 

Committee 
(GPAC)  

Print Materials: 
Water bill insert 

Main Street banner 
HB Independent article 

HB Sands article 
Handouts 
Posters 

Electronic Media: 
Facebook 

Twitter 
Project website 
Email updates 



Community Engagement Activities 
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 • Upcoming pop-up workshops 

• Community organization outreach 
(HOAs, associations, etc.) 

• Technical task force meetings 

• General Plan Advisory Committee 
(GPAC) meetings 

• Planning Commission/City Council 
study sessions  



Community Vision 2040 and Guiding Principles 



Draft developed 
from community 

input 

Reviewed with 
GPAC 

•Comments on vision 

•Prioritized guiding 
principles 

Reviewed with 
Planning 

Commission 

Presented to 
City Council 

Incorporated in 
draft plan 

Vision and Guiding Principles Process 



Technical Analysis 



Technical Studies 

• Existing land use 

• Existing circulation conditions 

• Infrastructure and public facilities 

• Noise 

• Biological resources 

• Greenhouse gas emissions 

• Market trends 

• Natural and environmental 
hazards 

• Sea level rise vulnerability 
assessment 

• Police and fire services 

• Urban Runoff 



Next Steps 

• Verify key issues 

• Define and review 

alternatives 

• Complete remaining 

draft technical studies 

• Prepare General Plan, 

SAP, and EIR 

• Upcoming meetings 

– SLR Task Force 

• Wed. Jan. 21st 

• 2 pm – 4 pm 

• City Hall – Room B7 

– GPAC 

• Wed. Jan. 21st 

• 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

• Rodgers Senior Center 

– Future meetings will posted 

on the project website: 

www.HBthenextwave.org 
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Questions 
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