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March 22, 2013 
 
 
 
Governing Board 
South Coast Air Quality Management District  
21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765 
 
RE:  Letter Opposing Rule 444 Amendment 

 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
On behalf of the City of Huntington Beach and as supporter of a recreational activity that supports our 
residents, our visitors, and our economy, I am writing in strong opposition to the amendment of Rule 
444 to add beaches to the list of prohibited areas for open fire burning.  Doing so will diminish the 
passive and affordable recreational opportunities for millions and greatly impact our local economy.   
 
The City of Huntington Beach receives more than 11 million visitors annually.  While not all of those 
visitors participate in recreational fires on our beach areas, a large majority visit our beaches solely for 
that purpose.  We estimate that these visitors generate more than $1 million annually in revenue 
through parking fees, sales tax from local shopping, and Transient Occupancy Tax from overnight 
stays.    
 
Huntington Beach has offered fire rings to visitors for over 60 years and has more fire rings than any 
other beach city in Orange and Los Angeles Counties. The fire rings on our beaches are a major part 
of this city’s character and tradition.  Visitors come to our beaches in the early morning hours to 
reserve fire rings for the evening. The concept of a warm open fire evokes a sense of family and 
special memories for many generations.   
 
A few years ago, as a way to reduce maintenance costs at the beach, the city considered removing 
some of the fire rings.  Our residents were outraged.  The proposal was dropped. 
 
Because Huntington Beach has approximately half of all of the beach fire rings in Orange and Los 
Angeles Counties, prohibiting open fire on beaches will impact the City of Huntington Beach more than 
any other beach city.   California cities have suffered the loss of millions in dollars in revenue over the 
past several years during the downturn in the economy.  The loss in revenue as a result of this action 
will further delay our city’s recovery. 
 
In closing, we urge you to seriously consider the impacts this action will have on local economies.  
Further, please consider that each jurisdiction is different with respect to potential impacts from wood 
burning smoke.  For instance, some cities have residential units within close proximity to their 
beaches.  That is not the case with Huntington Beach. To consider this rule amendment under such a 
broad prohibition makes no sense. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Connie Boardman 
Mayor 
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CC:   
Dana Rohrabacher, US Congressman, District 48 
Mimi Walters, CA State Senator, District 37 
Allan Mansoor, CA State Assemblyman, District 74 
HB Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
HB Marketing & Visitor Bureau 
Huntington Beach City Council Members 
Fred A. Wilson, City Manager 
Tracy Goss, AQMD Program Supervisor 
 
 


